SHERIDAN GARDENS NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

General Meeting – May 17, 2012 – 6 pm

Present:
Chris Larson, Sara Baker, Margie Brown, Kurt Lee, Cyndi Lyon, Malinda Thomas



Francis Picray, Ron Kuehler

Not present:  Howard Scott, Teri Harlan
I.
FLOWER GARDEN AT SHERIDAN PARK

The flower garden will be bigger than last year, approx 12ft x 16ft, planted with annuals.  We are getting flowers free from the city, which we will pick up on Saturday, May 19.  Ideas are welcome on types of flowers to plant.  We are looking for volunteers to help with planting.  A volunteer sign up sheet is here at the meeting.  A planting date has not been decided yet.

II.
POLK COUNTY GRANT


We applied for the Community Betterment Grant again this year.  The application has been approved.  The board needs to meet with a county representative to discuss how the money is to be used.  We have a real need for upgrading our park and could use ideas and suggestions.
III
SHERIDAN PARK


A.
A survey was also done, concerning the needs of Sheridan Park, which was sent out to the public last year and was available online.


B.
We met with Don Tripp in the past about upgrade options for the park; however nothing has been done as of yet


C.
We were told it could be "a couple thousand dollars" to tear down the existing clubhouse / shelter at the park, but we were not given an exact dollar amount.

D.
We may do some fundraising in the future, for upgrade of the park.  If anyone has any ideas or suggestions for this, we would like to know.  Ideas, suggestions, and complaints are kept confidential.

IV.
SHRED DAY


Shred Day is May 19, 8 am to Noon – at Sheridan Park United Methodist Church parking lot.


A truck arrives and everything is shredded onsite. The service is provided by Shred-It USA.  There is no charge for us to do this, since it is open to the public.  We had 83 participants for Shred Day last fall.  This year we are also asking that people bring a non perishable food item, to donate to a food bank.  We will be accepting clothing items as well.

V.
TRAFFIC / SPEEDING


A.
Speed Traps - we have requested speed traps for:



E 42nd Street – between E Douglas & Easton



E Sheridan – between E 38th & E 42nd



We believe these areas will not be monitored by equipment; they will be monitored live.

B.
Stop light area of E 38th & Hubbell


We have requested lines to be painted on E38th Street (on the northbound side of the street), between the four-way stop and Hubbell.  We requested a line be painted to divide the lanes, along with a right-hand turn arrow painted in the right lane, to keep traffic from trying to cross this intersection when this lane actually ends and only allows for a right-hand turn.

VI.
SCHOOL NEWS


A.
Hoyt Middle School


Sheridan Gardens partnered with Hoyt for the bike fair on Tuesday, May 15.  Approx 200 students and family members attended.  Four new bikes were given away along with other prizes.  The kids were happy with the prizes.  Police officers came to do a safety crash course, but there was no one in attendance; so the officers mingled and talked with the people in attendance.

B.
Brubaker Elementary


Brubaker is continuing to create fun learning experiment for students.  The teachers have been collaborating over the grade levels to transition students to the next grade.  Their transition day is May 28, when the students will go and visit the next grade.
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VII.
PARKS & REC UPDATE

A.
A survey has been done to find out how many people are using the bike / pedestrian trails



Volunteers are needed for Saturdays


B.
Director Don Tripp is retiring and moving to Colorado, the director assistant will be taking over


C. Pools will opening soon – and shelters rentals at parks have been continuous


D.
Earth Day Trash Bash – Over 24,000 lbs of trash was picked up


E.
Neighborhood Flower Pickup – 2,000 hrs of help donated to plant flowers throughout the city

F.
Family Pond Study – Saturday, May 19 at 10am – Greenwood Pond


G.
Yoga in the Park will be starting soon at Grays Lake, which will continue all summer


H.
Lunch and Learn – Native Plant Sale will be on May 25 & 26 – at Grays Lake

I.
USTA (Tennis Association) – Special Olympics at Waveland Tennis court, June 17



Looking for volunteers to help with this event.
VIII.
MISCELLENOUS

A.
Flood Buyouts – The first purchases are being made by the city for the flood buyouts.  This land area will go back to "natural" area.  A garden can be planted in this area – and the land area can be leased from the city for gardens, such as a flower garden or vegetable garden.


B.
Hubbell Restriping Project – Camera studies have been done and public input has gathered to help with the decision on the repainting of lines on Hubbell Avenue.  A meeting was held, but not for the public; it was by invitation only.


C.
Scrub Day – The next Scrub Day is Saturday, May 19 from, 7 am to 1 pm


If you go to the Metro Waste site on Delaware, make sure to enter from the north, from Delaware.  You will need to have a photo ID with you.

D.
Neighborhood Finance Corporation


Contact Sheridan Gardens Neighborhood Assn if you need information about the NFC (Neighborhood Finance Corporation) loan program, which is available to our neighborhood for two years, starting January 2012.  Holly Olson from NFC spoke to us last month about the program and applying for loans.
IX.
QUESTIONS / SUGGESTIONS

A.
Stray cats – one person in attendance reported that there are a couple stray cats that have been a problem and there should be a cat leash law.  Chris mentioned that we could maybe look into getting a couple live traps, to catch the cats safely.


B.
Unlicensed Cars – one person in attendance inquired about a neighbor's cars that is not in use, just sitting.  In this case, the car needs to be licensed; if not, it can be reported to the city.

Next Public Meeting – July 19 – location to be determined

Respectfully submitted,

Kurt Lee, Secretary
