Comments about the City of Pasadena Quality of Life report
What % of Pasadena households own their home?

a. 30%

b. 40%

c. 50%

d. 60%

It’s in the report. You may have seen a recent Star-News article about the annual Pasadena-Altadena Quality of Life index released on 8/27, http://www.pasadenastarnews.com/ci_21412860/pasadena-qualify-life-index-shows-two-cities-within?IADID=Search-www.pasadenastarnews.com-www.pasadenastarnews.com. It spoke of “...two cities, one rich and one poor... Poor job prospects and poor education drive poor decisions and lack of opportunity”.

I’m going to summarize a few interesting things in the report and link them to the state public school STAR test scores, released 8/31. You can find it at http://cityofpasadena.net/qualityoflifeindex, along with the 2011 report. The QOL report dates back to 1992. It’s full of interesting data, although some may question whether the city of Pasadena really needs its own independent health department, one of only three in the state, with a seven-figure budget. Whites are 56% of Pasadenans, English is the only language spoken in 55% of households, Latinos are 34%, African-Americans 11%, these figures are found on p59. You won’t be surprised by the economic inequality. Figure 1 on page 16 shows that median household income in zip code was $44,358 while that for 91108 was $140,000. You may be surprised to see that Pasadena death rates per 1,000 people exceed those of LA County as a whole or the state of California see p 32 of the 2011 report- heart disease mortality was 50% higher than that for LA County, page 34 of the 2011 report. However, these are not age-adjusted figures so they are misleading. Our population is slightly older than that of LA County as a whole (13.5% vs. 10.8% according to their figures) but there is no difference in deaths due to diabetes, which should be higher if Pasadena had a great excess of deaths from heart disease. We get a similar picture in the 2012 report, on page 55, figure 2, 221.4 deaths per 100,000 but again this can’t be compared to age adjusted death rates. 

Healthy Pasadena, http://www.healthypasadena.org/modules.php?op=modload&name=NS-Indicator&file=indicator&iid=1889 lists age adjusted heart disease death rate as 149.3/100,000 in Pasadena from 2006-8, a higher Pasadena heart disease death rate 12% excess of Pasadena cardiac deaths.
Some things have improved: air pollution (much improved over the last 25 years), number of collisions (car crashes) in Pasadena, number of teenage births. However, we face serious problems: only 74% of high school students graduating from the PUSD. Page 27 shows a small decrease in the number of Pasadena adults with high school graduation or more education with a corresponding increase in the % with less than a high school diploma. We know that people with less education have fared much worse in the current recession than those with some college.  Pasadena jobs are overwhelmingly “white collar jobs”; the largest group (over 31,000 jobs) is managerial, professional and related occupations. Service, construction, maintenance and related jobs add up to less than 20,000 jobs. 

Page 19 shows that PUSD SAT scores are consistently below LAUSD scores, both are below statewide average scores. You may want to review the 2012 STAR test scores, you can see each individual PUSD school at http://star.cde.ca.gov/, choose 2012 STAR test results followed by test results search. Overall, PUSD scores are improving. Considering the PUSD as a whole, both the English/Language Arts and the CST General mathematics scores that include every grade from 2-11 (Lang) and 2-7 (math) show that the 2nd graders have more children scoring advanced and proficient compared to the higher grades. For Eng/Lang it is 61% grade 2 vs. 42% grade 11. There are huge differences between the scores of different PUSD schools. 
Pasadena has about 111,000 jobs; 86,825 people commute in for work and 42,100 commute out of the city to work. Page 28 shows that 42% of adult men and women over age 25 are now married and that 45% of adult men and 35% of adult women in the city have never married. About 24% of Pasadena residents age 18-65 lack health insurance, figure 1, page 46, although that 2009 statistic is surely too low today.

So how many families are homeowners? It’s 41.8% (page 20), similar to the % in Glendale and Alhambra, a bit less than South Pasadena and Monrovia, much less than Sierra Madre and Arcadia. Now look at the composite scores for all 2nd graders (my Excel graph) in Eng/Lang & Math in Alhambra, Arcadia, Glendale, Monrovia, PUSD, Sierra Madre and South Pasadena.  
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South Pas, Arcadia, and Sierra Madre have the best scores, PUSD overall is better than Monrovia with 49% home ownership. But, those good Sierra Madre scores come from the much-maligned PUSD, from Sierra Madre elementary. Schools in disadvantaged neighborhoods need lots of help; every Pasadena school needs help and support, and recognition for improvements that they make. Are we happy that Glendale has better scores, less obesity and lower mortality than Pasadena?
