
A Message from the President

At our recent strategic planning 
session, we crystallized our 
values and summarized them in a 
word – “TRUST”. 

The first “T” stands for 
Teamwork. At VMSN, 99% of 
our team are volunteers. Indeed, 
what a beautiful moment in time 
to see now 750 Southern 
Nevadans working together like 
an orchestra to create a beautiful 
symphony of loving acts of 
kindness for others.

The “R” stands for Respect. We 
work diligently to gain the 
respect of our patients, 
community, donors and 

supporters. We know respect 
does not come automatically but 
that it naturally grows as a result 
of quality care and affection, 
which is displayed by our 
volunteers assisting our patients 
to win in the battle of life.

The “U” stands for Urgency, 
because there has never been a 
greater need in Nevada since the 
Great Depression. One out of five 
Nevadans has no health 
insurance. If you saw a child 
drowning would you hesitate to 
throw in a life raft or dive in to 
save their life? We cannot 
hesitate. In a moment of 
hesitation, precious lives are lost 
every day in our community.

The “S” stands for Service. 
Everybody at VMSN engages in 
superb service every day. No 
words express how much they 
care. With their loving kindness 
and service they bare the deep 
motives of their human heart and 

angelic nature as they care for 
their neighbors in need. 

The last “T” in “TRUST” stands 
for Transparency. We 
understand that the highest 
quality of transparency is a must 
to build and maintain your trust.

At Volunteers in Medicine of 
Southern Nevada, we are very 
proud of our record. At the end of 
our second year at Paradise Park, 
we are the medical home of over 
2,200 patients, having provided 
over 5,700 patient visits; 
provided upwards of $850,000 in 
free medications, and $400,000 
in diagnostic tests.

This is what a community can do 
when it comes together with 
TRUST - Teamwork, Respect, 
Urgency, Service, Transparency.

Blessings,

Florence
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SHAPEDOWN PROGRAM

TOBACCO CESSATION 
PROGRAM

Childhood obesity 
is epidemic in our 
community. It is 
leading to 
increasing numbers 
of children with 
diabetes, and for 
the first time we 
are seeing children 
with renal failure 
and going on 

dialysis. ShapeDown, created at the University of 
California at San Francisco Medical College, is a weight 
management and fitness program designed for pre-teens 
(ages 10 to 12) and teenagers (ages 13 to 18) focused on 
nutrition and fitness, and requires parent participation. 
The program has more than 20 years of excellent success 
rate among participating students and their families.
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Led by instructors from the American Lung 
Association, the Tobacco Cessation program is a 
12-week course offered once a week in the clinic. 
Patients with a desire to quit smoking or who are at 
risk for coronary heart disease are encouraged by 
our volunteer physicians to participate. Our 
inaugural session was met with great enthusiasm.

What’s New at VMSN?

We have implemented several 

new programs as part of our 

Healthy Heart program in the first 

quarter of 2012. These programs 

encourage cardiovascular health, 

improving upon the quality of life 

for our patients and their families.

UPCOMING EVENTS

FOURTH ANNUAL 
VOLUNTEERS IN 
MEDICINE BALL
SAVE THE DATE

SATURDAY,

OCTOBER 6, 2012



Jimmie Fielder, his wife and three young children 
moved to Las Vegas in 1998 where he secured a 
position as an asphalt paver and truck driver 
shortly thereafter. Unfortunately, like many others, 
Jimmie was laid off from his job in 2009. He was 
the sole wage earner for his family of five – he 
became heartsick. Jimmie not only lost his income 

and his ability to financially care for his family, he 
lost his medical insurance benefits.

Overwhelmed and anxious over how to care for 
his family’s medical needs, Jimmie found 
Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada. He 
had been troubled with diabetes and high blood 
pressure since 2002, and was anguished over how 
he would obtain medication for his medical issues 
and to care for his family.

Through the volunteer physicians at VMSN, he 
and his family receive care and medications, 

keeping Jimmie’s diabetes and high blood pressure 
under control. Jimmie also attends educational 
classes offered at the clinic providing invaluable 
tools to managing his disease. “I greatly appreciate 
the staff and volunteers who are all understanding 
and compassionate,” said Mr. Fielder. “My family 
and I consider everyone at VMSN as ‘Family’. It’s 
a wonderful facility of care and compassion.”

Jimmie’s burden of medical responsibility, met 
through VMSN, has minimized his feelings of 
inadequacy and failure. Since becoming a patient, 
Jimmie’s blood pressure and blood sugars are now 
well controlled. He and his family continue to be 
cared for at VMSN as he continues his job search.

The People We Serve ~ Jimmie Fielder
Asphalt Paver and Truck Driver

“I greatly appreciate the staff and 
volunteers who are all understanding 

and compassionate.”

Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada 
received a $50,000 grant from Dignity Health 
(formerly Catholic Healthcare West). Dignity 
Health is committed to continually improving and 
expanding upon the ways in which they heal. 
They are committed to the overall health and 
well-being of the diverse communities in which 
they serve. Thank you Dignity Health!

$50,000 GRANT AWARD BY
DIGNITY HEALTH



THE ART OF FASHION

The Clark County Medical Society Alliance hosted an 
afternoon of fun and fashion at its 11th Annual Fashion 
Show Fundraiser, Thursday, March 8, 2012, at the Four 
Seasons Hotel. All proceeds benefitted Volunteers in 
Medicine of Southern Nevada.

Fashionistas from all over the Valley joined in for an 
afternoon emceed by celebrity comedian and 
impressionist Gordie Brown. Renowned specialty store 
Neiman Marcus presented this year’s fashion show, 
“The Art of Fashion.” Looks from top designers featuring the 
hottest trends for Spring 2012, walked the runway which 
including Pinks, Fancy Pants, The Clutch, The Dramatic 
Earring, Tribal, and Yellow: The New Neutral.

The afternoon was a huge success raising over $50,000 plus an 
additional $140,000 towards the downtown clinic, in part made 
possible through a matching grant!



Bring The Dream Alive – $500,000 Matching Grant
We have an amazing opportunity for the Downtown clinic. Through an anonymous donor, we have a 
matching grant of $500,000 towards the capital campaign. 

Help us bring this dream alive with your gift today and funds will 
be matched accordingly. You will be the difference in bringing 
health and hope to the unemployed and working uninsured 
residents in our community.

To make your commitment, please:
r Mail: Complete the donation form included and indicate 

Downtown clinic. Mail to: VMSN, Inc., Attn: Development 
4770 Harrison Rd. #200 | Las Vegas, NV 89121

r Online: Go to vmsn.org to make a donation online
r Fax: Complete the donation form included or download 

from our website at vmsn.org and fax to (702) 967-0538

Volunteer Assisting = Workplace Giving
Did you know your workplace may make a contribution to your charity of choice simply by 
volunteering your time? Cirque Du Soleil made a $1,000 donation on behalf of employee Margaret 
Russell, in recognition of her volunteer time at the clinic. Margaret assists us weekly during our Tuesday 
evening and Wednesday morning clinics, and at our special events. Thank you Margaret!

Contact your department head or Human Resources Department to see what opportunities are 
availability for support!

Meds and More!
In-kind donations can make the difference between being able to assist a patient or not. Thank you to 
Another Joy Foundation for your donation of medications and medical supplies, and to Dr. Asheesh 
Dewan for your donation of insulin!

An in-kind donation form can be found on our website at www.vmsn.org. Donations may be dropped off 
at the clinic or by calling (702) 967-0530. 

Questions?
Contact Christina Moon, Director of Development, at cmoon@vmsn.org or call (702) 967-0530, ext. 
215, to learn more about VMSN or to share your ideas on how to help support our mission.

Our vision can only come to fruition through the support of our community. We thank each of our 
donors of their commitment of time and resources to bring a culture of caring to Southern Nevada.

THANK YOU!

Giving
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PHYSICIAN SPOTLIGHT

DR. REBECC A EDGEWORTH

Volunteers in Medicine of Southern Nevada is extremely lucky to have 
Dr. Rebecca Edgeworth join our group of volunteer physicians. Born into 
a military family in Las Vegas, Dr. Edgeworth lived in numerous states 
throughout the USA while growing up, including Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Nebraska and Texas. She attended undergraduate college in 
Florida and received her Medical Degree from the University of South 
Florida College of Medicine. She completed her Internal Medicine 
residency at the University of Nevada School of Medicine at UMC, 
choosing to return to her roots. “Although I have lived all over the U.S., I 
have always considered Las Vegas to be my home,” says Dr. Edgeworth.

Firmly ensconced in the community, Dr. Edgeworth has been 
involved in community volunteerism for a number of years 
with the Medical Reserve Corps. American Lung Association, 
and other community health groups. Her reasons for 
volunteering with VMSN and the positive rewards it gives to 
her run very deep. “I feel I’m able to help patients most in 
need in our community, especially the VMSN patient 
population. Not only are they often the most motivated to 
help themselves, but they are genuinely appreciative of our 
efforts. I feel as though I’ve made a real difference in our 
patients lives, helping to educate them to be proactive in their 
own healthcare and assisting them with the tools they need to be healthier.”

Dr. Edgeworth enjoys traveling, photography and ethnic cooking, and is committed to improving her 
already quite fluent Spanish and Tagalog language skills. She enjoys spending time with her husband and 
family members who have settled here in Las Vegas. VMSN is fortunate to be the recipient of Dr. 
Edgeworth's generosity. She works two to three shifts every week, and patients benefit from her 
compassion in helping the Las Vegas community. We proudly welcome her to our medical family.

DANNA SEIDEL -  ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR
We are very pleased to welcomed Danna Seidel to Volunteers in Medicine of 
Southern Nevada. In her new role as Administrative Director, she is responsible for 
ensuring regulatory compliance and fiscal responsibility of the clinic. Danna 
formerly served as the Administrator for a multi-physician, multi-clinic orthopedic 
practice in Los Angeles from 2000 - 2011. She possess over 12 years of medical 
management experience and is highly motivated to ensure the success of VMSN 
and the expansion to the new downtown clinic.



Thank you, Reza Akavan and 
the team from Applebee’s Boca 
Park for your generous donation 
of $2,084.82!

The Office of the Federal Public Defender 
raised $1,733 during their annual holiday party.

The Restorative 
Yoga Group 
raised $1,730 in 
honor of their 
yoga instructor, 
Anne Schadler, 
who celebrated 
her 50th birthday 
this year!

On Wednesday mornings, in the 
hallways at VMSN, you can hear the 
laughter, and sometimes the tears, of 
some of the clinic’s most vulnerable 
patients – kids from infancy to age 
17 who come to clinic for everything 
from necessary childhood 
immunizations to treatment for their 
chronic asthma. Every week, each 
child is greeted with a warm smile 
and a gentle touch from the Pediatric physicians and 
nurses who donate their time to the clinic – nurses 
such as Joni Goodfellow.

A native of Roy, Utah, Joni graduated with an 
Associate Degree in Nursing from Weber State 
University in Ogden in 1984, where upon graduation 
she worked in a variety of health-care settings, 
including as a home health nurse and on the surgical 
floor at the University of Utah Medical Center. It 
was there that she met her husband of 25 years, Kurt, 
after caring for his father who had been severely 
injured in a plane crash. Joni found her passion as a 
caregiver when she worked as a school and public 
health nurse, during which time she fell in love with 
pediatric nursing. “I just really love working with 
kids,” says Joni, whose enthusiasm for kids is 
infectious. 

Joni and her husband moved to 
Nevada in 1992 during Las Vegas’s 
construction boom in the early 90s, 
when Kurt relocated his business, 
Goodfellow Crushers, to Boulder 
City. There, they raised their five 
kids, Katie, Alli, Blake, Tyler and 
Olivia, ages 24 to 10, and their 
family tortoise, Chester. Between 
dance recitals, baseball, basketball 

and tennis, Joni worked on call for Family Doctors 
in Boulder City, but as the kids grew she longed to 
find a place to volunteer her nursing skills, 
especially somewhere she could once again work 
with children. 

She found her place at Volunteers in Medicine. One 
of the first health-care professionals to volunteer at 
the clinic, Joni has been caring for our kids for 
nearly two years. “My favorite thing about VMSN is 
that the volunteers are here because they want to be 
here,” says Joni. “Everyone that walks through the 
door is so friendly and helpful, and the patients are 
so appreciative. It just doesn’t get any better than 
this.” 

And when Joni’s the one administering the shots, 
you hear a lot more laughter than tears.

Volunteer Spotlight: Joni Goodfellow

A SPECIAL THANK YOU
Another Joy Foundation donates pallets of medication and supplies to VMSN!



CALLING ALL 
VOLUNTEERS!
In order to grow and meet 

the ever-increasing need for 

health care in our community, 
we need your help. The VMSN 

Paradise Park clinic has 
volunteer opportunities to fit 

every schedule and every 

interest. 

To learn more about 

volunteer opportunities at 
VMSN, please contact Amy 

Schmidt, Volunteer Director, at 

(702) 967-0530, ext. 207 or 
amy@vmsn.org. Volunteer 

registration forms are available 
at www.vmsn.org.

THANK YOU TO OUR 
COMMUNITY PARTNERS

Providing free lab testing to VMSN patients

Providing free lab testing and diagnostic imaging for VMSN patients

Providing free diagnostic imaging for VMSN patients
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CONTACT US:

4770 HARRISON DR. STE. 200

LAS VEGAS, NV 89121

PHONE: (702) 967-0530

FAX: (702) 967-0538

VMSN.ORG

Follow us on Facebook!
VolunteersInMedicineOfSouthernN

evada

@VolunteersinMed

OUR MISSION:

The mission of VMSN is to identify, understand and serve the health and wellness 
needs of Southern Nevada residents who do not have access to healthcare.

Newsletter Editor: Lucy W. Basta
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