Damage Prevention and Control 
Because woodpeckers are like humans, once a habit begins it is very hard to break. Thus, begin control as soon as the problem begins. Do not wait until a pattern develops. Once you begin using a control, continue for at least 3 days before changing to another control. There is no "cookbook" approach to dealing with woodpecker damage. Evaluate each individual situation separately to determine the most effective, inexpensive control measures. Often more than one technique (for example, using both visual and sound repellents ) may provide the best control. 
Before starting any control, think through the problem and do not automatically ask, What can I spray or spread to poison the bird?" This approach is usually a method of last resort because poisons often have undesirable effects. Besides killing the offender, they may only open the door for another bird if the attracting feature is still there. Use the following steps to determine what control measures to use: 
1)Check for insects. If they are present, ask your local Extension agent for assistance. 
2)Can I prevent the bird from getting to or using the problem area? 
3)Can I repel the bird with visual, sound or chemical repellents? 
4)As a last resort, can I remove the offending animals safely? Always contact your local conservation officer before you kill or remove any birds. 

Exclusion 
If you have a history of woodpecker damage to wooden siding or ornamental trees, the best long-term solution is to exclude the birds from using the area or tree. You can put hardware cloth, plastic netting, aluminum flashing or metal sheeting around trees, under eaves and on siding. Paint the materials to match the siding or tree color for best results. Once the birds have been discouraged, repair the damaged area immediately so that other woodpeckers are not attracted to the same site. 

Repellents 
Visual Repellents. The best way to keep pesky little woodpeckers from destroying valuable trees and wood sidings is to discourage them from pecking using a visual repellent. Plastic twirlers (windmills), pie pans or strips of brightly colored plastic or aluminum can effectively chase away these pests. You can also buy commercial visual bird repellents. 
You can make your own visual repellents with common aluminum foil, which may be the most effective visual repellent. 
1)Cut strips of aluminum 2 to 3 inches wide and 2 to 3 ft long. 
2)Attach one end of several strips to a 6 to 8 inch string. 
3)Nail small brads or nails 2 to 3 ft from the damage area. If you put them on a building, put them 6 to 10 ft apart. 
4)Attach each string to the small brad so that the foil strips hang freely and move with the breeze. 

Noise Repellents. Using loud noises like rock music or bird distress calls are also an effective way to discourage the birds. You can buy other noise producing devices like propane cannons, fuse ropes, bird banger rockets, screamers and electronic scare devices. Remember to use these techniques as soon as damage begins and continue them for at least 3 days. Understand that when the birds leave one site they simply move to another one. Just hope that the new site is on something other than the house. 
Tactile Repellents. Sticky repellents like Roost-No-More®, Tanglefoot® and Bird Stop® can also be effective when smeared on the trunk and branches of high value trees and wood siding. These materials may discolor painted or stained wood and may run in warm weather, producing unsightly streaks. Thus, test them on a small area before you apply them to house siding. 
In most cases you can get control quickly and effectively if you use an integrated approach: put up visual repellents, use a chemical repellent and harass the birds with noise. 
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