BBLOA MEETING  12-10-2011
FIRE STATION

PAST BUSINESS: 

This is only our 2nd meeting of the year. Our last meeting was held January 29th.

$140 was raised late last year for a Security Fund at Clear Springs Dam. The goal was to hire security or install lighting to help prevent crime. It was determined that security was way out of our budget, and the lighting was deemed undesirable by the neighbors living in the area.

MOTION: That we apply the $140 to the general fund until further review.

The 3rd Annual National Night Out Potluck was held Tuesday, October 4th at the fire station.  25 attended. Lots of good food brought by neighbors and great conversation. Pizza Hut came through and donated 5 pizzas. The Homeowners Association provided dessert and supplies. Neighbors brought all kinds of delicious goodies! We even saw some of the neighbors who lost everything come by and say Hi. It was good to see them relax and smile.
CURRENT BUSINESS

LABOR DAY FIRE UPDATE: 

33 homes  affected per the Fire Department. We have verified 22 homes lost.
A “Fire Donation Day” was held Sat. Sep. 17 at the fire station. At least 44 people attended including many volunteers from all over. Thanks all who helped sort the many boxes of clothes and donations, including many children. Tables were manned to provide information on fire clean-up, county services that were available. Sign-up sheets were created to find out what folks needed. Bruce Barr set up an “internet café” for those folks with no internet.

Many neighbors got a fresh injection of much needed support so soon after the crisis. Special thanks to the Cedar Creek United Methodist Church who donated lunch and brought their own volunteers to help serve.

The Crones (Leisure Lane) had 2 event large signs made to put at both entrances. These can be re-used for upcoming meetings. Their entire family got involved with handing out supplies, sorting, hauling what was left to storage and their own house. 
Treasure Chest Storage has given us a discount on a storage unit for donations.

Laura Jackson (north Pope Bend), graphic designer and wildlife rehabilitator, had T-shirts made up “I Survived the Bastrop Fires”. Proceeds went to the fire department, wildlife rescue and spay/neuter program.

$204 in donations for fire victims has been received. $99 was used to pay for the storage unit that has held much of the donated items until people could use them. Steve and Teresa Crone have been regularly handing these out to the different families who have requested help. Items that have been given: Beds, chairs, tables, lamps, food, pet food, litter, clothes, 

A large donation from the Bastrop County firefighters (unbelievable how they give back!) paid for: Shovels, rakes, wheelbarrows, gloves, and Home Depot gift cards.
Home Depot donated several fire buckets complete with masks, heavy duty garbage bags, trowels, gloves, and soap.
Someone donated a couple of dozen large styrofoam ice chests – excellent to hold ice  and drinks for the clean up crews!

So many people to thank, I am sure many we don’t know about. Please let me know.

Thank you all for your generosity!!

So many people are working very hard on their land to recover from this devastating event. It will take some of you a long time. Some measures are necessary that may conflict with deed restrictions such as keeping an RV or other temporary housing on the property for an extended period of time until a home can be built, piling up large amounts of debris from burned buildings and cleared vegetation, large dumpsters on properties. We want to encourage folks to rebuild in our community, and allowances must be made. Please be careful and mindful of your neighbors. And know we all wish you the best in your efforts.
MOTION: That deed restrictions affecting rebuilding efforts be relaxed for up to one year.

MOTION: That we either use the rest of the fire victim money to pay for storage of donations or make a donation to the fire department.
MOTION: That any resident who lost their home or was significantly affected by the Labor Day fire be exempt from paying dues for 2012.

COMMITTEES
MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE REPORT: We have received  $425 in dues for 2011.
Our best estimate of homes is 347 and 382 properties. 

Dues are $20.00 a year. Membership is by residence. Attendance at meetings and other functions does not require dues.

TREASURER:

2011 taxes due for Clear Springs Lake, dam and park owned by the Association are

They were $438.04  for 2010.

Expenses incurred: $99 for storage unit, National Night Out food, name tags, membership folders.

DAM COMMITTEE: Bastrop County Flood Study Status

