RRC Community Association 2007 - 2011 Accomplishments
2007
Established the association, signed up 50+ members, elected officers, and became incorporated. 

Created a working relationship with our new Council Member, Eric Olson.  Through Council Member Olson, our community gained support from District I Police, DPW&T, and DER. 

Worked with PG County Police to address graffiti problems; between the police and association members majority of graffiti has been covered over or removed.  We donated 30 gallons of paint to District I’s Community Response Team, as well as gallons and spray containers of graffiti remover.

Worked with Department of Public Works & Transportation (DPW&T) and Department of Environmental Resources (DER) to post “No Parking” signs and “No Dumping” signs at areas of concern.  

In coordination with DPW&T we have identified funding for road and sidewalk repair, working to prioritize needed repairs.   Replaced sidewalks, curbs, and storm drains in areas of the community, and resurfaced roads in other areas.  

Worked with DER to remove debris from county land along Rittenhouse Street, and other public property that resulted in improved safety and appearance of our community. 
Planted 750 flower bulbs at Rittenhouse Street/Kenilworth Avenue intersection as part of Gorgeous Prince George’s Day.  We received an award from the State in recognition of our efforts.  Additionally, we assisted the Center for Educational Partnership with planting flower bulbs in front of the center as part of Gorgeous Prince George’s Day.

Established a great working relationship with Principal Coleman of William Wirt Middle School (WWMS): 
Donated funds toward school uniforms for children of need 
Delivered Christmas presents to 21 William Wirt “At Risk Kids” 
Petitioned for and obtained increased security lighting around the school 

Concerns were raised during one meeting about the school buses that speed through the neighborhood. The Association spoke with the principal from William Wirt about this issue and he immediately spoke with the drivers. The buses have slowed down. 

Provided valuable information to members on topics such as noise laws, procedures for contacting police (non-emergency), gang task unit initiatives, emergency preparedness, energy savings tips, water conservation tips, the best time to purchase goods and services, food safety during a power outage, and how to be good neighbors.
Requested updated lighting throughout the community in an effort to brighten the neighborhood and reduce potential for crime.

In collaboration with Templeton Knolls Civic Association, East Pines Civic Association, the town of Riverdale Park, Maryland National Capital Park and Planning Commission and students from the University of Maryland’s Department of Landscape Architecture, we are creating a plan to revitalize the central Kenilworth Avenue corridor.  
We represented the community’s interest in the proposed Purple Line mode of transit that will run down Kenilworth Avenue and up Riverdale Road, with transit stops at each location.

Attended monthly Citizen Advisory Committee meetings at Police District I to address community concerns and learn of current events and opportunities.

2008
In the Spring of 2008, we held our first Community Clean Up event to encourage residents to clean sheds, yards, and garages.  A dumpster was placed at the Center for Educational Partnership to provide a local means of disposing large, bulky discarded items. 
We formally requested MNCPPC to renovate the Riverdale Hills Community Park.  
Two association officers graduated from the PG Police Citizens Police Academy.

We made a financial contribution to the Riverdale Heights Volunteer Fire Department and Rescue Squad.  We also worked with RHVFD to develop some creative fund raising ideas.  

We actively participated in the 2008 District I National Night Out celebration.   

September, 2008 we held elections and inducted new officers.   Membership is at 46 households, and we are solvent.

To celebrate Gorgeous Prince George’s Day in 2008, we are planting red bud trees and spirea bushes along Rittenhouse Street, daffodils in the median on Kenilworth Avenue (near the Rittenhouse entrance to our community) and red maples along Quintana Street.
Thanks to the generosity of Riverdale Heights/Riverdale Hills/Crestwood Community Association members and University of Maryland staff, 30 needy families of William Wirt Middle School (WWMS) children received Thanksgiving food baskets.  Just think - 30 families did not go hungry this Thanksgiving because of your kindness.

And your generosity continued . . . . this past Saturday we, along with Council Member Olson's staff, spread the joy of Christmas to 25 children of WWMS.   At our request, school administrators identified “at risk” children and asked them to write down two Christmas wishes.  Gifts ranged from a new 20” bicycle to winter clothing, based on the wishes of the children (see attached pictures).  We were surprised to learn that the school administrators gave the children the option of coming to the school to receive their presents.  The children anxiously waited for their name to be called to receive their beautifully wrapped present(s). They were wide-eyed and speechless; several had never received a gift before - ever.

Monetary donations received allowed us to present $400 to Principal Christian so the school could supply the children with uniforms. There’s hardly anything worse for a child to endure than getting teased and picked on because their families can’t afford to buy clothing that fits properly.  We've seen several children with pants so short that we could see the top of their socks, and shirts that were too small and/or in disrepair.  With new uniforms these children will blend in with the others, allowing them to focus on their studies.
2009
In March of 2009, the Department of Public Works and Transportation (DPW&T) resurfaced the 5600 block of Quintana Street and the entire Rittenhouse Street.  New sidewalks were installed along sections of Quintana Street and along Roanoke Avenue/58th Avenue.   Many thanks to Council Member Eric Olson for ensuring the funds to resurface these roads were included in the County’s FY 2010 budget.


Spring of 2009, we held our second Community Clean Up event to encourage residents to clean sheds, yards, and garages.  A dumpster was placed at the Center for Educational Partnership to provide a local means of disposing large, bulky discarded items. 

Also in Spring of 2009, we held a very successful clean up event of the stream and wooded areas surrounding William Wirt Middle School.  Working together with William Wirt administrators and students, DER, and association members, we removed trash, recyclables and other assorted debris from the waters of Briar’s Ditch, a contributory of the Northeast Branch of the Anacostia River.  Within that timeframe, we filled the 20 cubic yard dumpster and eight 64-gallon recycling containers.  Nine tires, a 5-gallon bucket filled with hardened cement, a bicycle, and a wheel chair were pulled from the water.   A piece of insulation wrap large enough to cover a house, the inner workings of an industrial washer, and a mattress were removed from the woods leading to the stream.  

On August 4, 2009 RRC Community Association collaborated with Templeton Knolls Civic Association, Eastpines Citizen Association and Officer Bassaro to present an awesome National Night Out event.  

We met with county’s new fire chief on August 6, 2009 to find out why career firefighters were removed from RHVFD.   Eric Olson scheduled and lead the meeting.  Approximately 35 community members attended and voiced their concerns.  Representatives from Templeton Knolls and Eastpines Associations joined forces with RRC.

Beginning September 21, 2009 and lasting for 2 weeks, the community received a comprehensive community clean up.  The event was a collaborative effort between our community association, the Department of Environmental Resources and the Department of Public Works and Transportation.

To celebrate Gorgeous Prince George’s Day in 2009, we continue to work towards improving the Rittenhouse Street/Kenilworth Avenue entrance to our community.  A group of concerned community members cleaned the area and cut down the weeds.  We planted Itea Virginica (Virginia Sweetspire) and Cherry Laurel evergreen shrubs along Rittenhouse Street, are having woodchips delivered and spread over the area to reduce weed growth, and have worked with DER and DPW&T to keep the area maintained.  Community members also participated with the Central Kenilworth Avenue Revitalization committee to plant trees, shrubs and flowers in the median strips on Kenilworth Avenue south of East West Highway.   In a separate event, our treasurer planted mums in a small median strip on Kenilworth Avenue between Carter’s Lane and Kennedy Street.  The mums were donated by the RRC Association as a goodwill gesture to our neighboring community and township.
Sharing our Blessings Campaign continued for its second year.  In November, 2009, we donated food to 25 needy families of William Wirt Middle School (WWMS) children.  This was done to ensure the children had meals while school was not in session for the Thanksgiving break.

December 2009, we distributed school uniforms, casual clothing, shoes and some toys to 25 William Wirt students.  The students listed 3 holiday wishes; each student was matched with a “Secret Santa” who more often than not purchased all items on the child’s wish list.  

2010
Spring of 2010, we held our third Community Clean Up event to encourage residents to clean sheds, yards, and garages.  A dumpster was placed at the Center for Educational Partnership to provide a local means of disposing large, bulky discarded items.  

August 4, 2010 we celebrated National Night Out along with our neighbors from Eastpines and Templeton Knolls.  It was a nice event with a small hot rod show, lots of food, activities for the children, plenty of county agencies represented, politicians, give-aways, and door prizes.  

We continue to work on the Central Kenilworth Avenue Revitalization effort.   We created a non-profit Community Development Corporation; two RRC community members serve on the board of directors.  We are beginning to see improvements to the corridor with façade improvements, parking lot improvements, and general cleaning of the area.
2011
Spring of 2011 brought our forth Community Clean Up event.   A filled dumpster resulted from many community members taking advantage of a local site to discard bulky items.  

We held a very successful clean up event of the stream and wooded areas surrounding William Wirt Middle School in June of 2011.  Our special thanks to DER, William Wirt Middle School, Parkdale Latino Parent Group, Riverdale Heights Volunteer Fire Department, St. John’s Lutheran Church, WSSC, Clean Water Action, and Anacostia Watershed Society for contributing resources and volunteer power.  It was enlightening to see that a dozen RRC Community Association members volunteered to clean our stream.  
With more than 70 volunteers, we worked together from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., to remove trash, recyclables and other assorted debris from the waters of Briar’s Ditch, a contributory of the Northeast Branch of the Anacostia River.  Volunteers worked tirelessly as they reached, pulled, tugged and collected everything foreign to the natural setting of the woods and water.  The amount of trash removed was substantially less than what we retrieved during our 2009 clean-up of the same area – which is a very good thing.  We filled a 20 cubic yard dumpster about a third of the way, along with 9 large recycling containers.  Five vehicle tires were also removed.  The largest item retrieved from the stream was a queen-size mattress.  It took nearly a dozen people to get that soaked, filthy mattress out of the stream and into the dumpster.  To fill the remainder of the dumpster, Beth Reed and I scoured the community, picking up mattresses and other debris that had been dumped on county property.  

What a beautiful day it was to hang out by a stream!  It was truly a rewarding experience for everyone involved, and a boost to our local environment.  The Editor of Patch.com covered the story; read about it at http://riverdalepark.patch.com/articles/residents-volunteers-work-together-to-clean-briar-ditch.

