Bixby to try and change zipcode 74133 to 74008
By Scott Rule (16 yr SCE resident, past HOA president)
As most of you know, South Country Estates residents homes carry the 74133 postal zip code.  The city 

of Bixby in an attempt to claim what is probably a small amount of tax revenue is on a mission to 

change this zip code from 74133 to 74008.  We are simply established residents who have wills, trusts, 

property titles, friends and relatives, bank accounts, mortgages, loans, businesses, letterhead, 

hundreds of other registrations of various types that have our addresses attached to them that are 

well established.  Changing our zip code will cause the same amount of grief that picking up and 

moving to a different location would.  This is not a small request, as a matter of fact I have already 

voiced my opposition to this request and I challenge you to do the same.  If you have not received an 

official notification for your opinion I suggest that you contact the city of Bixby (918)366-4430 and voice 

your opinion on this matter.

In this notification, there is a letter from the Chief of Police and the Fire Chief, each of them drastically 

overstates the problems and confusion that is caused by having more than a single zip code, stating 

that this is “causing a severe public safety risk” and a “public safety issue”.  These are what I consider 

to be scare tactics that have no real basis, in reality I would think that it would clarify our location even 

more.  We all know that is was odd when you first moved into this area and realized that you had a 

Tulsa address, but “it is what it is”, you accepted this and you moved on.  I personally feel that if our 

fire and police department cannot handle this situation that we need someone in charge who can 

explain this long standing situation to new members of their force and try to educate this fact to them, 

perhaps they can actually drive them to this area and explain this to them and tell them that they will 

have learn to remember two zip codes (just like those before them have done for decades!).  

I have lived here for 16 years and for a period of over 5 years I was the President of this homeowners 

association, and I can tell you that when the Regal Plaza development was being built, the last thing 

that was on the minds of the city was doing anything that benefitted us as residents.  It was all about 

the big $$$$, all they wanted was a big development to come in and generate tax revenue.  The 5 story 

hotel that towers over the residents homes along 106th street was actually presented to our residents 

during the design stage as a single story row of businesses with the backside facing the neighborhood.  

They actually switched the design out from under us without even saying anything.  Why am I telling 

you this, because I see that one of the bullet items in the letter from Bixby is “Better cohesion and 

self-identity for all Bixby residents and business owners” listed and I can tell you that in my experience 

(and I have a lot of examples), this is the last thing that this is about.  The loss of the Target 

development (or big box retailer) at 121st & Memorial (this development went to Tulsa at 101st), and 

bad planning and decision making has left Bixby with only Lowes as a major sales tax revenue 

generator and is making them desperate and willing to burden the residents to try and recover some 

of the misfortunes they have had in the past.  I encourage you to call me at 918-231-0539 if you want 

to know more history of my and the neighborhoods dealings with the city and why I see this request 

for change as nothing more than greed without even considering the burden it will cause us residents.  

If you oppose this, do not be quiet.  Please let the city know your opinion and be SURE let our 

councilor (we are in Ward 1 as of Nov 1st 2011) know your opinion.  I am leaving you with several contacts and links as all 

the city councilors need to hear your opinion as they are the ones who will vote on this issue.

City Council Meeting agenda's

City Councilors

-------------------

Ward 1 – Vice Mayor John Easton  918-366-2500 (this is our Ward now, and our councilor)
Ward 2 - Brian Guthrie  918-378-8390

Ward 3 – Steve Todoroff  918-366-3612

Ward 4 – Mayor Ray Bowen 918-366-7566 mayor@bixby.com
Ward 5 – Dennis Loudermilk 918-299-8767

City Manager – Doug Enevoldsen djenevoldsen@bixby.com
Police Chief – Ike Shirley ishirley@bixby.com
Fire Chief – Steve Able bixbyfirechief@bixby.com
City of Bixby general contact info@bixby.com   918-366-44300
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