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Minutes from our Association meetings are posted on the website if you would like to read them.

Association Membership Application

Name: __________________________________
Address:_________________________________
Phone numbers: (list at least one)
Day:  _____________  Evening:  _____________
Best time to contact _________ AM/PM

e-mail address: ___________________________

Fee: $10.00 per year for each household.   
Membership entitles you to one vote per adult in 
household.

Make checks payable to:  VHMNA

Please mail to: Connie Ballard
Valley High Treasurer
4211 Timber Ln 
Des Moines, IA 50317

Holiday Food Baskets
Last year we provided food for 
10 households. We will help 
again, but with one change 
from last year. The houses 
need to be within our 
neighborhood boundaries.

Here are ways you can help 
deliver food to those in need in our neighborhood:
1) Donate food items for the basket.
2) Nominate neighbors (or yourself) for the basket.
3) Donate money or refundable cans.
Contact Patti: (see board list for info). We will need to 
know their names, addresses and number of people 
in the household. Also a contact number so we can 
let them know we are coming. There is a deadline of 
December 15th so we can deliver the baskets the 
weekend before Christmas.

January potluck – moved!
Our January meeting will be held on Wednesday, 
January 18th at the East Side Senior Center. This is 
located at 1231 E 26th St. (behind the old Clayton’s). 
It starts at 6 pm with a potluck dinner then the 
meeting begins at 6:30. The association will provide 
ham and you need to bring side dishes and desserts! 
(Meetings are normally on a Thursday.  Note the 
change!).

Wanted: Fill Dirt/Cement
If you are replacing your sidewalk it may be a good 
close location for you to dump your cement. Check 
the discussions section of our website to reply.

Neighbors seeking work
John Waters, vehicle mechanic/handyman.
(515)265-2286

Bill Montague, carpenter
(515)419-3738(D) or (515)262-8599(E)

Neighborhood news
If you have news to share with the neighborhood, 
please visit our website to start a discussion or 
contact one of the board members to get it into the 
newsletter.

April meeting:
In April, we will be back to our normal time and 
location. The 3rd Thursday, (April 19th) at 6:30 pm in 
Four Mile Creek Center: 3711 Easton Blvd

Time Critical Read
Des Moines Neighbors Board is expecting a new 
round of Town Hall meetings in Dec, where, based 
on the 1st round of meeting, we can expect to hear 
what services will be cut .

What we weren't asked at that first round of meetings 
was about how to fix the 7Mil shortfall. There are 
multiple ways to fix the problem. We need your input! 
Go to our website and read the “Time Critical Read” 
section and reply with your input.

7th Annual Holiday lights contest
We will be having a holiday decoration contest again
this year. Judging will be held Dec 14-16. Get your 
decorations out and have them ready by this time!

New this year! We want to include the apartments. 
Contact Brenda (see board list for info) and tell her 
which apartment building and number. The judges 
need to know which windows are yours so include 
information like: (3rd floor, 4 windows in from East

There will be one prize for apartments and two for 
houses.

Board members for 2012:
Names and contact information for your 2011 board 
members are listed in the table at the bottom of this 
newsletter. We want to thank them for representing 
their neighborhood.
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Snow Ordinance
Last year’s snow ordinance 
was a success. Because of 
the results below, the same 
plan will be in place this year. 
Questions or concerns should 
be directed to Bruce Braun at 
237-1371

• Reduced snow plowing times by 33%
• Reduced equipment and fuel costs
• Better clearance curb to curb
• Reduced damage to parked vehicles

Park Potty
We want to thank Jim’s John’s for providing the kybo 
for the park. It will be nice for sledding this winter. If 
supplies are needed, please contact the number 
listed in the unit.

More Park Improvements
We are planning more park improvements like a 
gazebo by the playground to provide some
shade and seating. If you have other ideas, let the 
board know.

Designated Neighborhood Status:
This fall, we applied for “Designated neighborhood 
status”. It was denied, but we want to thank everyone 
who signed the petitions and spend time helping with 
the application. 
These are the Neighborhood Revitalization Board's 
comments:

Valley High Manor is located on the eastern edge of 
the city. The neighborhood is bound on the north by 
University Avenue, to the south by Dean Avenue, to 
the west by Williams Street, and to the east by the 
City Limits. Valley High Manor is one of the smallest 

neighborhoods recognized by the city at a size of 125 
acres. There are 482 residents living in 194 
households. The housing stock is classified as 
transitional positive, with 95.9% of homes in 
Excellent, Very Good, Above Normal, or Normal 
condition. The average assessed value per square 
foot for the neighborhood in $116, above the $95 
city-wide average.

The Valley High Manor Neighborhood Association 
(VHMNA) submitted a strong application, including 
86 signatures in support. Staff is impressed with the 
VHMNA’s ability to mobilize volunteers for specific 
projects in the neighborhood. Staff encourages 
VHMNA to continue its efforts to improve its 
neighborhood.

However, Staff finds that the neighborhood is not a 
good fit for the NRP at this time, as the benefits of 
Designation would not be significant. The issues 
identified by the VHMNA are either outside the scope 
of the NRP, such as the watershed issues, or may be 
solved outside the planning process. In addition, NFC 
lending is already available to assist with home 
improvements and repairs.

Staff will work with the neighborhood to connect 
them with resources that can address some of 
the specific concerns mentioned in their 
application, but recommends that the Valley High 
Manor neighborhood not be Designated under 
the Neighborhood Revitalization Program at this 
time. Staff has further offered to assist w/a 
Neighborhood Plan after we get answers on 
flooding issues (Study ongoing through next 
Spring). Something Staff has no control over-the 
study that is. That offer is huge since 1/2 of our 
Neighborhood is vacant land."

Contact the officers below with questions or problems.
Pres Harlan Donaldson 263-4922 Valleyhighpresiden@Yahoo.Com
VP Dennis Fry 210-6922 frydm1@mchsi.com
Sec Brenda Peel 249-2285 Bkpcats@Juno.Com
Treas Connie Ballard 266-5588 Cballard4211@Gmail.Com
Board Carol Stewart 266-4772 Rubybagonia@Gmail.Com
Board Mary Smith 265-0665 Mpsmith1@Hotmail.Com
Board Patti Burdette 669-4090 Cherokee_Sioux55@Yahoo.Com
Board Steve O’brien 418-7526

City Liaisons:
Doua Lor
Des Moines Police Department
515-971-0792
dblor@dmgov.org

Dennis Rule
Neighborhood Inspection Division
515-208-0317
darule@dmgov.org

Des Moines website
http://www.dmgov.org


