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More Fall 2011 Thai Flood Photos: Part 2 
Seen from Above 

     News reports on 19 Oct 2011 said 5 
large industrial parks north of Bangkok 
had been flooded.  Workers, volunteers, 
and the government struggle to protect 
other industrial areas from flooding.  So 
far, hundreds of factories are affected 
along with about 200,000 workers.  The 
diverse industries losing production 
capacity has far ranging implications for 
global manufacturing capacity.  
     Recovery will be variable.  Some factories are inundated.  Others only partially so.  
Still others are dry, but have no power.  Even after the flood waters recede many 
utilities, roads and rail lines need repairs.  Most factories had only a 2 month supply 
or parts on hand; Others relied on “just in time deliveries”.  Recovery depends on 
suppliers being able to resume operations and deliveries. 

 
Flooded industrial areas hit auto, electronics, computer 

parts makers that have global impacts as the world 
struggles with economic recovery. 

 
A flooded Honda plant in Ayutthaya. 
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More Evacuation Pictures 
     This is the second part of a photo compilation of the flooding in Central Thailand 
in and around Bangkok.  The images are from various Thai TV stations and Internet 
sources. 

  

 

     Livestock and other animals are also 
affected by the floods.  Farmers attempt 
to evacuate their animals by various 
means to high ground to avoid being 
drowned. 
     Feeding the animals is an entirely 
separate issue.  The normal lands for 
foraging are under water.  Warehouses 
and roads are underwater, so access to 
commercial feed is limited or non-existent 
for some farmers.  Finding feed for  

livestock is a critical issue.  There was a report that some farmers were able to save 
their pigs.  But the pigs were running loose once the farmer got them to high ground 
along a stretch of highway.  
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     Numerous pets have been abandoned in flooded homes and buildings.  An effort 
got underway to rescue these animals. 
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      The death toll on 19 Oct was over 300.  
The photo on the left shows a funeral 
procession in one of the flooded areas north 
of Bangkok.  This stressful experience is 
made more so by the flood.  Most Thais are 
cremated.  So the task is to find a temple with 
a crematorium that is not underwater and to 
find enough dry wood for the ceremony. 
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     The flood waters are still a threat to the main parts of Bangkok.  The enormity of 
the flooding is such that mixed messages abound.  An individual at any particular 
place will hear an “official” speak and take those words as coming from the 
government.  With normal communications disrupted or unevenly available, current 
and accurate distribution of news and announcements is spotty at best.  Outdated 
reports and orders are sometimes in conflict with newer ones.  This adds to the 
confusion and dismay of the people.  And of course, politics rears its ugly head.  A 
disaster of this magnitude is a prime opportunity for the opposition to criticize the 
party In power.  Unfortunately, any shortcomings of previous administrations also 
manifest themselves under the current administration during this flood of 
unprecedented magnitude.  When it happens on your watch, you take the hit for it. 
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Still More Sandbags 
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     The Central government’s disaster management team seems optimistic when 
reporting about the flood threat to Bangkok.  The Mayor’s office tends to be more 
conservative and issues warnings of imminent flood threat and even ordered folks in 
the northern neighborhoods to evacuate.  The conflicting reports frustrate and 
confuse the public.  Polls show the vast majority of people don’t trust flood information 
coming from the Central government.  The sandbagging continues as the possible 
breach of any flood barriers spells certain flooding for the city. 
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It isn’t over until its over! 
     As the wet monsoon season draws to a close, there may be less chance of rain.  
But here’s still more water on the way down from the north and 3 more spring tides in 
the next month and a half.   

(To be continued) 


