COMMUNITY VISIONING REPORT

Springfield Promise Neighborhood, in conjunction with Lincoln Elementary School, hosted a Community Dinner on January 26, 2011 for residents to dream about the type of neighborhood they’d like to have, and to talk about the issues closest to their hearts. The community discussion was centered around the two main questions: “This will be a better neighborhood for children and youth when…..?” And also, “If you could gather 20 people together to work on a project, what would it be?” This graph represents all of the issues that were named in conversations with neighborhood residents. The numbers on the x-axis represent how many times an issue was recorded on discussion summary sheets, as well as supplemental surveys.  The notes below reference what was mentioned in the discussions as residents discussed safety, neighborhood conditions, recreational activities, ect.
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Neighborhood Safety

· Neighborhood watches to prevent escalating break-ins, shootings, and fighting

· Drug and prostitute-free streets

· Bike patrol

The Conditions of our Neighborhood

· More accountability by landlords for the upkeep of their properties

· Clean up trash in streets and around yards

· More community gardens

Recreational Opportunities for Kids and Youth

· More parks and sports leagues

· Affordable summer camps

· Opportunities to go skating at school as in previous years

Support for Parents

· More training and education - “Parent University”

· More accountability for unruly children

· A network where parents can easily communicate with teachers

More out of school Enrichment

· An increase in afterschool clubs (chess club, drama club, etc.)

· Supervised place for kids to play board games and other non-athletic endeavors

More Pre-School and Childcare Opportunities

· Greater access to the knowledge of pre-school programs

· Materials for parents to work with pre-schoolers at home

· Daycare with extended hours for mothers/fathers who work later

Job and Business Opportunities

· More jobs and training

· Information available about entrepreneurial pursuits

A Greater Sense of Community

· Development of a community phonebook 

· Assisting with watching each other’s kids (African Proverb, “It takes a village….)

· Block parties and community celebrations to help get to know one another

Mentoring and Positive Role Models

· Partnerships with local Universities

· More fathers and male role models

Health and Good Food for Our Kids and Youth

· Nutrition-centered education for youth

· Nutritious cooking classes

Better Access and Supports for College/Training

· Partnerships with local universities to establish scholarships for neighboring students

Our Heritage, Our Heroes, Our Culture

· Showcase everyday people from our neighborhood doing extraordinary things

· Teach youth more about local history

· Showcase local talent
