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(Earth Systems Science, Inc.), a California 
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The RTC-TH developed 
this lesson as part of the 
NASA CERES S’COOL 
Project component of 

REEEPP
© 2005, rev. 2009, 

G.K Lee & S. Lee



Wind
is the horizontal movement of air.
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Winds are named for the 
direction FROM which they 

come.
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For Example:
A wind blowing 
from North to 

South is called 
a “North 
Wind”.
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A wind tell 
“tail” can 
help you 

measure the 
wind 

direction.
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The Parts of a Wind Tell “Tail”

Compass

Base board

RodTell “Tail”
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A rod is 
put in the 
middle of 
the base 
board.
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A 
compass 
is place 
in line 

with the 
rod.
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To make the Tell “Tail”…

…tie a piece of plastic bag to 
the rod with a thread.© 2005, rev. 2009, 
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Do you 
know the 
parts of a 
wind tell 
“tail”?
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What is 
this?
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It is the 
compass
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What is 
this?
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It is the 
tell “tail”
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What is 
this?
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It is the 
base 

board.
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What is 
this?
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It is the 
rod.
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There are 4 
steps in 

using the 
Wind Tell 
“Tail” to 
measure 

wind 
direction.
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Step 1. Put 
the Wind 

Tell “Tail” in 
an open 

area where 
the wind can 

blow on it.
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Step 2.
Step back 
from the 

instrument 
and watch 

the tell “tail” 
as the wind 

blows.
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Step 3.
Turn the base 
board so the 
compass is in 
front of the rod 

AND they 
make a straight 
line with the tell 

“tail”.
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Step 4.
Read the 
compass 

direction shown 
at the red 

indicator line.  
This is the wind 

direction.
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Report the 
Wind 

Direction 
on this 

part of the 
form
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Remember…
…winds are 

named for the 
direction FROM 

which they come.  
So this wind is a 
SE (southeast) 

wind.
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Try to answer 
these questions.

Do you know 
how to use a 
wind tell “tail” 
to measure 

the wind 
direction?
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How many 
steps are 

there to use 
a wind tell 

“tail”? 
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There are 4 
steps in 
using a 
wind tell 

“tail”.
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What is 
Step 1?
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Step 1. Put 
the Wind 

Tell “Tail” in 
an open 

area where 
the wind can 

blow on it.
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What is 
Step 2?
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Step 2.
Step back 
from the 

instrument 
and watch the 

tell “tail” as 
the wind 
blows.
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What is 
Step 3? 
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Step 3.
Turn the base 
board so the 
compass is in 
front of the rod 

AND they 
make a straight 
line with the tell 

“tail”.
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What is 
Step 4?
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Step 4.
Read the 
compass 

direction shown 
at the red 

indicator line.  
This is the wind 

direction.
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How do 
you name 
a wind? 
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Winds are 
named for the 

direction 
FROM which 
they come.
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RTC-TH
Rural Training Center-Thailand

is dedicated to providing 
community-based 

environmental education 
for the self-sufficiency 
and sustainability of 

small rural family farms
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The RTC-TH was created to honor the 
memory of Mr. Tang Suttisan, a father, a 
farmer, and a man who valued education 

and used it in starting his family farm
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REEEPP
Rural Environmental Education 
Enhancement Pilot Program

An innovative, non-traditional 
community-based environmental 

education program integrating 
math, science, geography, English 
language, and technology lessons 

for environmental stewardship 
using interactive experiential 

learning in outdoor settings at Ban 
Na Fa Elementary School, Nan 

Province, Thailand..
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The End
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