
NWNA April monthly meeting minutes, 6-8 P.M., We, 6 Apr 2011, Northwest Neighborhood Center/Mansfield Park, 
2160 N 6th Avenue, website:  www.neighborhoodlink.com, enter 85705 and click on our neighborhood

Members present:  Armando Vargas, Leona Davis, James Krepps, Hannah Soreng and Dan Dorsey, 

Guests:  Spencer Brummer, Armando Sotelo and Jacob Robles from Elementary Hip Hop, Kevin and Tanishia 
Hamilton from Southwest Soul Circuit, Daniel Roberts from TPD, and Tori Syracuse from Water Management Group.

Items in BOLD were  tabled or did not discuss.

Welcome & Opening
1-a. Introductions took place.  
1-b. “Elementary Hip Hop School” presented how their non-profit organization uses hip-hop as a tool to reach out to 
at-risk youth to educate about personal development, community health and social justice. They do DJing, MCing, 
break dancing and graffiti art.  More info at www.rebelartecollective.org/EHHS This group will be at the Northwest 
Neighborhood Center covered basketball courts every second   Saturday for the next four months, 6-8 pm.
1-c. 2 March 2011 minutes were approved by the consensus.
1-d. Treasurer's Reports – James K reported no change in the treasury, $34.90.  James and Armando completed the 
2010 epostcard reporting form for tne NWNA.

2. Ward III Liaison (suspended until further notice for budgetary reductions purposes).  Tel. 791-4711, M-F, 9 AM – 5 
PM, office 1510 E Grant RD.  Ward III staff is available at the W3NA and Community Conversations.

NWNA concerns
3-a. Being inclusive with the meeting announcement.  Please SHARE print copies with or forward electronic copies to 
your neighbors.
3-b. NWNA Annual meeting planning, We, 4 May 2011, election of officers.
Nominations & Elections ad hoc committee, Hannah will head this up.  We have Ramadas 2 and 3 reserved.  Please 
bring food, drink or dessert.  Must clean up thoroughly.  No alcohol and no glass containers please.  Armando will 
give annual report and Dan will present on other projects.
3-c. Kevin and Tanishia Hamiliton, Southwest Soul Circuit, presented how their group uses music to inspire 
community service.  They are music producers conducting “community builder” events, are interested in partnering 
with us to put on music-based community events, and they are doing an event Saturday, April 30th, 10am-4pm.
3-d. May Newsletter DRAFT to announce annual meeting to elect officers in May 2011 for June 2011-May 2012 was 
shared by Leona.   She will send it out to everyone by email and Hannah will check for grammatical errors.  Armando 
will send revised version to City by this weekend.
3-d. Sugar Hill Oral History project (tri-neighborhood – ECNA, FNA & NWNA)

• WIP – no new interviews going on, we NEED to find long-time residents for interviews
• Sign for  SE corner 4 th/Seneca – was not discussed

3-e. Poverello House, 4 March meeting review.  The Draft MOU was approved by consensus.
3-f. Mansfield Park.  Richard reported no news, no complaints.
3-g. 6th/Linden:  

• “neighborhood pocket park sign”  Dan presented a proposal to have metal signs made.  One would be 
placed at pedestrian height in the pocket park, and three would be mounted onto the railing around the 
Bronx  Wash between 5th and 6th Aves.  Dan also presented bridge plan that he and Rudy designed.  They 
will be approaching city planners to get it approved, and then we look for grant funding.  Group approved 
that Dan to ask county for $400 to pay for signs, and to ask if it has an in-house sign shop that could make 
signs at a lesser cost.

3-h. Mortar  Board Clean Up Event, 8:30  AM-12 Noon, 26  March 2011,  review.  
• Buffel  grass and graffiti  removal.
• Poverello House assisted & in-kind contributions from  GPC and UPS Store.

3-i. Draft  Welcome and informational  pamphlet  – discussion – TABLED
3-j. “Red tag” warning  letter  – discussion – TABLED

TPD – SGT Matt Dietzman (TPD liaison contact, 791-4467, West Div, and emergency 911)
4-a. General TPD report- Ofrc Roberts said, “Nothing real bad, compared to the area.” Roberts is now working with 
Sargent Eric Hickman.  If you have concerns or complaints, call him at 791-2639.
4-b. Concerns within our neighborhood - neglected housing and loud party concerns were discussed

Neighborhood & Community Improvements updates (reminders, with new updates)
5-a. PCNR-COT project  (“shovel in the ground,” Mo, 29  Nov, and 90-day construction starting  in  
November, and landscaping WIP)

 establishment  watering  schedule through  31  Dec 2011
 30-day warranty  plantings (Elm & 5 th) ends soon, Armando will  email  Gary Wittwer  a report  of  

the dead plants

http://www.rebelartecollective.org/EHHS
http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/


 ocotillo fencing & t-posts will  be running  down part  of the easement
 controlling  Bermuda grass and weeds are our responsibility!

5-b. 4 th/Fontana  Avenues Bike Boulevard project (RTA funded)
• Armando emailed Tom Thivener  about  the trees along bike boulevard.  No response yet.

5-c.  Groundwork  Trust  USA and February tour  discussion – Dan, Rudy, Jenn & Armando
5-d. Rezoning SE corner 1st/Grant, Walgreen's, meeting was 5 April & comments due soon
5-e. Impact of the Request for Determination, group homes, affecting R1 and R2.  Zoning examiner has ruled that 
mini-dorms are NOT single family residences in R1 zones.

Other events/reminders
6-a. Sustainable Tucson mtg, Mo, 11 Apr 2011, 5:45 PM, Main Public Library, Downtown Tucson
6-b. NTWS/NTC & TOP meeting, Tu, 12 Apr 2011, 5:30 PM, 1310 W Miracle Mile (TPD West)
6-c. MPNC mtg We, 13 Apr 2011, at 630 PM, at Parkside Terrace Apts, 2140 N 4th Ave
6-d. W3NA meeting, We, 20 Apr 2011, 6-8 PM, Woods Library, 3455 N 1st Avenue.
6-e. TBA Ward III office, Community Conversation, 6 PM, Mo, xx Apr 2011.  Tel. 791-4711 for information. 
6-f. Other...?

North Tucson Weed & Seed Cmty/North Tucson Coalition & TOP updates.
7. Now meeting the second Tuesday of each month, 530 PM, TPD West Substation.  Any resident and business 
within Amphi NA, Balboa Hgts NA, Coronado Hgts NA, El Cortez NA, Keeling NA and Northwest NA, and within the 
OARP area are welcomed to attend.

8.  Guest:  Tory Syracuse, WMG, “Green Street Stewards” concept 
Tory presented a proposal to work with our neighborhood as well as other partners like Tucson Clean and Beautiful 
and Southwest Conservation Corps to create a Green Street Stewards pilot project, which could support maintenance 
in our chicanes and greenway.  Neighbors supported the idea.  Tory will send a  proposal to all of us to examine.

9. The next meeting is We, 4 May 2011, at 6-8 PM, in the Northwest Neighborhood Center or ramada in the 
Mansfield Park, 2160 N 6th Avenue.

-----

Please remember, the residents of the NWNA must be present at the monthly meetings to be part of the decision 
making process.  The email exchange is welcomed and encouraged for discussion purposes.  Thank you.

-----

Report sanitation, street repairs and other city services concerns by email, telephone or fax.
 Code Enforcement, including overgrown and excessive vegetation, illegal or abandoned dumping and 

waste, excessive storage, vacant/boarded structures.
• Use the new On-line complaint form, http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/hcd/violation
• M-F, 8 AM- 5 PM, tel. (520) 791-5843 
• fax: (520) 791-2513, use the mail-in/fax form:    http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/files/hcd/CMS1_016211.pdf 
• Address:  320 N. Commerce Park Loop, Tucson, AZ  85745

 Environmental Services:  eshelp@tucsonaz.gov, tel. (520) 791-3175, fax: (520) 791-4155
 Graffiti removal.

 M-F, 8 AM – 5 PM, tel. 792-2489, fax 791-3189
 email:  TDOTStreetsTrafficMaint@tucsonaz.gov,
 website:  http://cms3.tucsonaz.gov/graffiti/report

 Park Wise, neighborhood parking violations, M-F, 8 AM – 5 PM, parkwise@tucsonaz.gov, tel 791-5071. 
After hours and weekends, call TPD, 911.

 TDOT Street & Traffic Maintenance, including burnt out street lights and pot-holes, 
TDOTStreetsTrafficMaint@tucsonaz.gov, tel. (520) 791-3154, fax (520) 791-3189

 Ward III Office, 1510 E Grant RD, 85719, M-F, 9 AM – 5 PM, ward3@tusonaz.gov, tel. 791-4711.
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