Rolling Oaks/Clearbrook Neighborhood Watch Meeting Minutes
Date: 04/21/2011
Time: 7:00 pm

Location: Rolling Oaks Pavilion

Officer in Attendance: Hassan Peterson

Meeting highlights & recommendations from Officer Hassan Peterson were as follows:

· We are all responsible for our neighborhood safety

· CMPD & we are responsible for our crime rate

· Most recently, a resident in our neighborhood saw a car involved in a robbery & did not report it (we need to report all suspicious activity even if we report it anonymously)

· There were 2 recent incidents on Old Timber Rd. – both involved theft of electronics that had no etched identification, therefore, the stolen items could not be recovered or traced

· One of the incidents involved the criminal using a crowbar to pry a window open to gain access & remove items

· Recent rape/sexual assault that occurred in Hayden Commons was not an issue, the 2 people involved knew one another & it was consensual.  No crime report was filed.

· Recommended all residents etch their drivers license number on their electronic equipment

· All pawn shops are required to record etched in numbers on goods
· Recommended we take pictures of our expensive items and record the serial numbers

· Larceny from autos is on the rise

· Recommended we lock all car doors & use car alarms at all times
· From cars, thieves have stolen – GPS, cell phones, Bible, etc.

· Suction cups, electrical cords, etc. tell criminals a GPS or cell phone may be inside your car, so they break-in

· Break-ins occur where people do not take action

· Recommended as we walk or patrol our neighborhood, we drivers a dirty look as we wave, to tell would be robbers that we are watching our neighborhood

· Garage doors are being left open
· Recommended we keep our garage doors closed whenever we are not within eyesight of the opening

· Recommended we lock all doors leading to our houses, including those from the garage
· Identity theft has occurred when people leave outgoing mail containing personal checks or credit card numbers
· Recommended we do not leave personal checks inside of vehicles or in mail in mailboxes

· There is a city ordinance to register all residential alarms (even if it is not monitored)
· Recommended every resident have alarms installed so if it goes off, residents can notify CMPD.  Adding an outside strobe light to the alarm is even better.

· KNOW YOUR NEIGHBORS!
· In regards to garage doors openers, there are only so many codes available.  Some thieves have several garage door openers in their cars.
· Recommended we disable the garage door opening device & locking the garage door down when on vacation

· THE BEST WAY TO CATCH A THIEF – CALL 911 ON ALL SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITY

· Call 911 for all juvenile loitering
· Most thieves take your goods to the closest pawn shop
· Thieves look for an easy break-in to snatch & grab items fast; therefore, prevention is key
· Recommended all deadbolt locks adjacent to a window be double key entry locks; otherwise, breaking a small window to unlock a deadbolt allows easy entry

· Some double sash windows can be secured with dowels or extendable shower curtain rods installed vertical or horizontally
· Houses are broken into in broad daylight; thieves will throw rocks at your house to see if anyone responds.  If not, they will break-in.  Therefore, CMPD recommends we yell back at the perpetrators.  If they do not leave, call 911 for CMPD.
· Some criminals will ring the door bell, if no answer, they break-in
· Don’t advertise large purchases by leaving empty boxes at curb, break the boxes down & put inside recycle bin
· Don’t keep ladders outside, store them inside your garage

· Recommended we install No Soliciting signs on our homes

· Security cameras are an additional deterrent & helps identify suspects in your home & neighborhood

· If a solicitor comes to your door, do not cower or hide.  Yell through the door, indicating you are not interested.  Criminals are looking for vacant houses.
· Recommended we do not answer any questions regarding an alarm system or what type of TV we own
· INFORM BLOCK CAPTAINS IMMEDIATELY OF ALL INCIDENTS
· Get as much description of suspicious people & vehicles as possible without endangering yourself
· Typically, there are repeat offenders & CMPD knows where they live or hang out.  Therefore, it is important to get accurate descriptions of suspicious persons.  It allows CMPD officers to do investigations that will lead to arrests.
· While away on vacation:
· Do not leave luggage or valuables in car overnight
· Make your house looked lived in
· Have a trusted neighbor or friend watch your house
· Do not stop your mail because thieves watch houses for the mail carrier to bypass plus you do not know who your mail carrier knows or tells of your absence.  Have a trusted neighbor or friend pick up your mail, newspapers & roll your trash cans back to your home.
· Do not leave personal checks in mail in mailbox because it provides criminals with your routing & bank account number

· If the door to your home is kicked in by a thief, it will remain that way until you or someone you trust takes care of it.  CMPD does not have the resources to board up homes.

· Lock all vehicles left inside your garage with the car alarm set to provide additional notification to neighbors of a theft attempt

· Call 911 for a zone check while you are away

· Put away (hide from outside view) all items that indicate valuables are contained within your home or garage

· Install motion sensors to turn on lights
· Install timers on interior lights to turn on/off at certain times of day to make your house look occupied

· Block off garage door windows so thieves cannot determine if you are away

· If you see juvenile(s) with a gun, do not confront them, call CMPD immediately

· Call 911 to notify CMPD if any teenager is smoking pot; write down the car tag number & report it

· Weapons cannot be fired legally within city limits; report all such activity by calling 911

· When reporting an incident in your neighborhood, faster service goes to those who provide an address.  Your phone number can be pinged for your address, but it takes longer.
· If you eliminate your land line phone service, the 911 service remains active.  Therefore, it is wise to leave a phone connected to the land line outlet.

· Recommend setting up an informal patrol to loop through the entire Rolling Oaks & Clearbrook neighborhood
· It was reported there are 6-8 kids that walk through our neighborhood in the early morning hours while it is dark; CMPD recommends reporting all such activity because there is a juvenile curfew of Sun-Thurs by 11pm; otherwise, it is 12 midnight.  Parents will be fined $50-200 per violation.
· Ordinance for after hours, barking dogs – call 911 so it is logged and animal control can respond  even at night
· Recommended: Operation ID stickers, record serial numbers, & etch drivers license number in non-visible area of items

· Ideas to help our community fight crime:
· Organize regular day/night community walks
· Organize irregularly scheduled driver patrols – can be done by all residents as they come & go from the neighborhood
· Install subdivision identification stickers on cars; allows all residents to know which cars do not belong in our neighborhood
· Tuesday and Thursday of this week, CMPD will attend our kick off community patrol walk at 7pm
· Wear reflective clothing & carry a flashlight; all are welcome to join us!
