MARCH 2011 

Can you believe it?  Julianna Melissa Loftus/(Ava #3) was born 3/22/11 at 7:13PM. 

The Shanfields' are in NY celebrating the birth of their 1st grandchild and I was given the honor of notifying "The Korman Buzz" with the announcement.  Attached are Photo's of this "NOT BECAUSE SHE'S MINE" Beautiful baby 

Mazel Tov to the Shanfield/Loftus family!

Love ya, Faye Maldavir

From Larry Korman

As I prepared for my first exposure to the African continent, I was receiving different prospective from individuals who have already traveled there. One person asked me if I volunteered to go and was I crazy. I felt I had a job to do and it was just going to be for 2 weeks. The preparation was harder than the trip itself with all the vaccinations I required (yellow fever, rabies series, smallpox, meningoccoccal, polio, hepatitis and of course influenza).

It required many hours on a plane in a 24 hour period. First I had to travel to Brussels, had a 3 hour layover then I flew to Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo, with each flight taking about 8 hours. The people were very friendly and the children loved to have their pictures taken. They lived a very simple life, traveling to the river to bath, obtain water, and wash clothes. They would make their own bricks for building, but most people lived in huts made of sticks and mud. The hospital that was the only one in the area, you would find people traveling by foot walking up to 120 kilometers and could take them up to a week based on the distance. I met 1 family that arrived at the hospital with their 3 children, all the belongings including food and water, and all this was on a bicycle that he was pushing for the past 3 days (50 kilometers).

The weather was hot and humid at times, but very tolerable and on a clear night you had a great view of the Milky way Galaxy. The area we were in was know for the most lightening storms and I witnessed a few and they were spectacular.

Life was simple and pleasant and I am already planning on my next visit in May. I also have numerous pictures from the area.

I would like to wish everyone good health and hope to see everyone soon.

Larry

Hi, Uncle Mel.

I'm coming up on the end of my Ph. D. in Computer Science and was just in Boston a few weeks ago for a couple of job interviews. I stayed with Charlie and Wendy Fine, whom we (the California Blooms) haven't seen in years. I thank them very much for their hospitality, and for helping me
to get acquainted with the area. I also got them back in touch with my father. I'm excited about Boston and hope I'll have the opportunity to move there after I finish my Ph. D., which should be sometime during the summer.
Ken Bloom

Uncle Mel,
I've never had any news, but now...Gary and I have our house for sale and as soon as it goes, we're moving down to Florida with mom. Hope all is well. If you want more fluff or dirt on this, just let me know. 

Rob Maldavir 

ROSALIE IN WONDERLAND 

From Rosalie K. Bloom

I'm sitting on our deck in Greenfield Center, wearing my HD Vision sunglasses, enjoying a warm breeze. I'm looking at our beautiful, green lawn, azalea bushes, budding lilac bushes, and many flowering spring plantings with their diverse colors, dotting the landscape. Enjoying all this beauty and serenity with me are Harold, Elaine, and the Moeller family. And, of course, we are joining the warbling of the birds with our own laughter and discourse. AH, SWEET SPRINGTIME!!

Suddenly, I hear a telephone ringing. I bolt upright in my reclining chair inside the house. What I hear are the sounds of Gary with the snow blower, clearing snow from the driveway and the pathways around the property. What the weatherman predicted to be "snow flurries" turned out to be six inches of wet, heavy snow.

My love to all the Buzz readers!

Dear Uncle Mel,

Here is a bit from my side of the world. In February I visited Krakow, Poland and Auschwitz/Birkenau.

I saw angels, and memories of death and a fire breathing dragon......all seem to make sense when taken together.

Auschwitz/Birkenau was more impactful than I had imagined. Silly me thinking because I have read books, seen movies

and heard stories that it would be easier to manage. It is an incredibly sad and horrifying place.

The two pictures that I have included are of the main gate and a set of barracks.

The city of Krakow itself is quite lovely, but the specter of the camps will stay with me.

In June my mother, stepfather and brother are coming to Europe and we will make

a family pilgrimage together. It is what it felt like, a pilgrimage.....something I felt compelled to do

despite the upset. I lit a candle for my family that died there. And quietly paid homage to all who survived and lost their lives.

The next set of pictures are from a walk that I recently went on right in the middle of Paris.

An old elevated railway viaduct was converted into a 2 mile long park walkway - La Promenade Plantée.

I got to walk above the street level through the early spring chill with the beginning of blooms.

Paris in spring is the best! Enjoy the sights.

Love Sharon


Hi Everyone,
Here's the latest news from the Stacy family. Doug and I took a cooking class last weekend on various ways to cook seaweed and all the medicinal advantages of seaweed. While all the students helped in the preparation, we sipped on bladderwrack tea. We prepared a tasty miso soup with 5 different types of seaweed (kombu, wakame, hijiki, arame & nori). The soup also contained cubes of winter squash that added a sweet flavor. We learned to make Sushi Nori Rolls. They were delicious especially with the wasabi (hot stuff). We roasted seaweed and then ground with a mortar & pestle to be used as a condiment. Some of the other dishes we prepared were Arame, Corn & Rice Vinegar Salad, Green and Purple Salad that contained watercress & dulse, Tuna Apple salad that was sprinkled with the condiment we made, and a Seaweed Salad (a tossed salad with wakame and a vinegar dressing). For dessert we made Coucous Apricot Kanten which contained agar-agar flakes. It was like a combination of rice pudding and jello with apricots. Although tasty, there was some controversy whether it should be considered a dessert. We had lots of fun and everything we ate was surprisingly delicious.

My work schedule has been busy, but I have reserved some time to learn to ice skate and I am taking art classes. I am also taking a Native American Herbal course that meets once a month. Doug is a rink rat and spends lots of time playing hockey and skating during public ice time. Doug's hockey team played for a fund raiser (crohn's disease & colitis) last month and there was a good turn out. They hope to do other fund raising events.
Be well and try some seaweed,
Love Diane & Doug 

Here is the Connecticut Fine News.

Eileen, Jenna, Destany, and I attended Shayna's Bat Mitzvah. Shayna did a great job and The pary afterward s was excellent. Then my road trip got started. Directly from the Massachusetts, we drove the Bradley Airport in Connecticut where Eileen left me off for business trip 1 to Las Vegas. I attended a Tile Show and industry meetings while I was there. I returned on Thursday and then the next Tuesday left for Pryor Oklahoma to assist a contract manufacturer scale up a product I developed. Las Vegas was more fun 

than Pryor OK.We don't have a lot of additional news here.

Steve Fine

From keeper of the records, Aunt Anne 


 BIRTHDAYS 
  April 3 Jeffrey Shanfield
April 7 Harold Bloom
April 8 Eileen Fine
April 9 Jamie Parra
April 14 Stephanie Fine
April 17 Revella Korman
April 19 Michelle Greco

April 20 Kyle Savastano
April 23 Melissa Kaplan
May 6 Wendy Fine
May 13 Paul Fine
May 14 Daniel Kaplan
May 14 Michelle Bloom
May 21 Bruce Kaplan
May 25 John Loftus
May 24 Steven Fine
May 25 Ellyn Carson
May 26 Shawn Seiber

ANNIVERSARIES

May 27 Susan & Larry Korman


 MEMORIALS                       HEBREW
 
4/26/2011 - HAROLD J. FINE -  NISSAN-22
5/12/2011- SAMUEL KAPLAN -   IYAR-8
5/17/2011- HENRYKA FEIGENBAUM  -  IYAR-13 

