Thefts on the Rise
There has been an increase in copper and mail/identity theft across the city. There are ways to prevent both.

Mail/Identity Theft:

· Don’t put your outgoing mail on your mailbox. Go INSIDE a post office to mail them. Especially if there is a check or any other personal information inside.

· Don’t leave incoming mail too long in your mail box. If you are leaving town, have your mail stopped or have a neighbor / friend get it. Ask them to also pick up any newspapers sitting outside. That’s always a sign that you are not home.

· There are mail boxes made with locks or a combination key pad on them. These are great for those mail boxes that sit curb side.

· You can stop all credit activity on yourself for 6 months by calling one of the 3 Credit Bureaus. This will prevent anyone, including you, from opening up any new credit accounts. 

 Equifax: 1800-525-6285
    www.equifax.com 
 Experian: 1888-397-3742
    www.experian.com 
 Trans Union: 1-800-680-7289
    www.transunion.com 
· You can also stop/opt out any credit card applications being mailed to you by calling 
   888-5OPTOUT 
   (888-567-8688)
Copper Theft

· Be on the look out for anyone working on an air conditioner unit with no service truck around.  They strike mostly apartments, churches, and commercial buildings where the units are larger. But some have hit homes. You can permanently mark your unit with “NOT FOR RESALE” or buy a cage made for this. Anything that will slow them down or deter them is good.

· They are also stealing copper wires in street lights. Call 911 if you see anyone suspicious working on a light and there’s no city truck around.

Always be vigilant in our neighborhood for suspicious persons. CALL 9-1-1. Just the appearance of an APD cruiser might deter a crime.
