Taft Canyon Drainage System Maintenance Standards
1. Maintain culverts to originally designed water flow.

In Taft Canyon, culverts run under roadways and driveways.  The culverts were originally designed by Larimer County to handle a certain amount of water during storms.  Anything blocking the culverts (i.e. rocks, stones, leaves, and trash) prevents the culvert from handling the designed water flow and can result in flooding, ditch erosion and roadbed damage.
2. Maintain ditch drainage such that overflowing ditches are rare.

Drainage ditches are the open areas between culverts.  Some landscape materials may be appropriate in drainage ditches to slow the flow of water and therefore prevent erosion.  However, care must be taken not to prevent flow of water or slow it to such a degree as to cause ponding or flooding.

3. Landscaping and landscape materials in drainage ditches and ditch rights-of-way must not create line-of-site obstruction.

Pedestrians, bicyclists and automobile drivers in Taft Canyon face risks due to narrow, curving roadways, street parking, and lack of sidewalks.  Landscaping and landscape materials that hinder the view of road users must be removed. 
4. Trees and bushes (landscaping), standing storm water, and drainage ditch erosion must not cause roadbed damage.
The roots from trees and bushes planted too close to the road can grow under the road and damage it.  Standing water in improperly draining ditches can seep under roadbeds and cause damage.  In Taft Canyon, HOA dues are used for the repair and maintenance of roads.  Every effort should be made to prevent roadbed damage and keep down costs to homeowner’s.
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