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Renew your 
membership 

for 2010! 
Membership form on back
$10 per household, $5 if on a fixed 

income and are due each Jan. 1 for the 
following calendar year.

Bulky Trash pickup: 311
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Stay in touch! Join the Merry Oaks Google Group! 
 http://groups.google.com/group/merry-oaks
 www.underoak.blogspot.com 
 www.neighborhoodlink.com/charlotte/merryoaks 
 www.merryview.blogspot.com for photos
 Twitter.com/merryoaks         
 http://www.facebook.com/pages/Merry-Oaks-Neighborhood-Association

MONA CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
October16 Fall potluck (6PM) Cate’s house at 2301 Arnold Drive.
Bring a salad, side dish or dessert to share. If you don’t cook, just come 
anyway! You don’t have to be a member, just a resident of Merry Oaks. The 
neighborhood association provides hotdogs, burgers, water and soda. Feel 
free to BYOB if you want something else. We start at 6 so people with early 
bedtime children can leave as needed and we have a short meeting about 7pm, 
then we get back to partying. 

November 2 General Election 6:30AM to 7:30PM at Precinct 29, 
Merry Oaks School. If you are a new voter or changed your address, the 
deadline for registering or updating your voting privilege is October 8. More 
information at www.meckboe.org or call (704)336-2133.

2011
February 17 Annual meeting, 7PM at Merry Oaks School Media Center
MONA meets once in the fall for a potluck social, and once in February for an 
annual business meeting. The Board meets more frequently. Join the Google 
group or check out the website to be fully informed. Any MONA member is 
encouraged to attend Board meetings if they wish or suggest an agenda item 
by contacting President Cate Martin. To join the Google group, go to http://
groups.google.com/group/merry-oaks and click on “Join this group” on the 
right hand side of the page. 

To save costs and paper, we are only distributing a small number of printed 
newsletters rather than delivering one to each home. Full newsletters are 
available on: www.neighborhoodlink.com/charlotte/merryoaks.
If you wish a printed newsletter, contact Cate Martin at 704 535 3501 to 
arrange for delivery of a printed copy or email her at cate1868@yahoo.com. 
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Living in Merry Oaks
Real Estate Market Recap Fall 2010

The real estate market has had it’s highs and lows 
over the last 6 months. Merry Oaks had 7 homes 
close in the last 6 months, priced between $97,000 
and $200,000. The least expensive one was a fixer 
upper on Merry Oaks that has since undergone a 
facelift. The one at $200,000, on Arnold Drive, had a 
full renovation just prior to its sale. 

The homebuyer tax credits got people out, 
especially in the final month of the credit. So April 
and June saw a lot of inventory move. Most of 
these homes were priced under $200,000, with the 
majority priced under $150,000. This was good 
news for the small homes but not for the larger or 
more expensive ones in the neighborhood.  

Currently there are 11 homes on the market 
and they fall in these two categories… Five are 
renovated, larger, and priced over $200,000. Five 
are under $150,000, and one on Draper is priced at 
$163,900. 

The current Trends… 
Once the tax credit ended, we have seen a 

complete stop of closings. Only one home is 
currently under contract and none have closed since 
July 1.  Of course, part of this is that all the buyers 
that were contemplating buying, rushed into the 
market before the tax credit ended.  

Other factors are hurting the Merry Oaks market 
along with all the other neighborhoods that surround 
Midwood. For years, Country Club, Medford Acres, 
Merry Oaks and Commonwealth have attracted 
homebuyers from the creative class, the self-
employed or small business owners. The current 

continued on page 3

lending requirements have virtually shut the door 
on all these homebuyers. In addition, many young 
professionals that used to be W-2 employees have 
been shifted to “Contract” or 1099 (independent 
contractors) status by their employers in the last 
year. Other potential homebuyers own homes in 
other cities that they have not been able to sell. It has 
become very challenging for these prospective home 
buyers to get a mortgage.  

If you are trying to sell a home in this market and 
are in the lucky position to be able to offer owner 
financing, please consider it. There are good buyers 
that want to buy, but simply can not meet the bank’s 
strict requirements.  The owner financing doesn’t 
have to be for a long period. Two or three years 
should be enough for a buyer to get into a position 
where a traditional loan is possible. 

Another repercussion of the tough market is that 
Merry Oaks is seeing a large number of homes going 
into the rental market.  Although on the surface it 
might sound like a bad thing, it actually is helping 
the neighborhood hold its values. Rather than sellers 
resorting to “giving away” their home at low prices, 
renting has become a good option. The homes in 
Merry Oaks are intrinsically good rentals. They are 
not too big, and most are fairly low maintenance. 
Yard work is probably the biggest concern and 
homeowners should budget a good yard clean up by 
a professional at least twice a year for their rental 
homes. Most tenants do not have the equipment or 
experience to take care of your yard properly. 

As a homeowner in Merry Oaks, please remember 
your home is still a good investment. We have seen a 

  Monday-Saturday 9-10 Sunday 12-7 
Groceries • Soda • Candy

Cigarettes • Cold Beer & Wine
Phone Cards • NC Lottery & More

 2903-A Central Avenue 704-900-0855 Se Habla Español
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dip in value, but it will come back.  People still want 
to live in Merry Oaks, they’re just unable to buy 
right now. So embrace your new neighbors… even if 
they are renting, they will be homebuyers soon!

For more information: 
http://search.savvyandcompany.com/na/

Merry+Oaks,2.html
Lexie Longstreet

Merry Oaks School 
Merry Oaks International Academy of Learning 

is a pre-Kindergarten through grade five elementary 
school with 713 students. Our student population 
speaks a total of 19 different languages. For the 
2008-2009 school year, Merry Oaks had a composite 
proficiency rate on the End-of-Grade math, reading 
and science tests of 66.9 percent, an increase of 10 
points from the previous year without retests. This 
means that two-thirds of our students in grades 
three through five were proficient in math, reading 
and science. Parents of prospective students are 
encouraged to visit, just sign in at the office. 

Academic support is provided through our 
partnerships with Johnson C. Smith University and 
Trinity Episcopal School. In addition, Caldwell 
Memorial Presbyterian Church has been very 
active at Merry Oaks, providing us with dedicated 
volunteers. 

Don’t forget ALL VIC cards need to be RE-
LINKED for the 2010-2011 school year. Merry Oaks 
school code is 1927. You can do this at the Harris 
Teeter cashier or online at:

http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_
in_education

Principal Phillip Steffes   

Park and Recreation 
Park and Recreation has closed its outdoor 

swimming pools for the season; however the 
spraygrounds will operate on WEEKENDS ONLY 
(September 11-12, 18-19 and 25-26). All facilities 
will close for the season on September 26.

 

Need a Bicycle?
They are expensive, so if you are not sure you are 

really “into” biking, consider picking up a restored 
bike at the Trips for Kids ReCyclery showroom. 
Open Saturdays 10 to 4 pm. Tel: 704 910 3970. 
Proceeds go to support all TFK programs. A listing 
of bikes for sale is at http://tripsforkidscharlotte.
org/about-us/how-to-help/buy-a-bike/  You can also 
donate your outgrown or unused bike to this non 
profit organization. Located at 1132 N. Caldwell, 
the Area 15 building has entrances on N. Davidson, 
E. 15th St and N.Caldwell. However, when visiting 
the ReCyclery, use the N. Caldwell Street driveway 
entrance. They also sell parts. 

Dan J. Casotti
Bank Officer

Financial Service Manager

3050 Eastway Drive

Charlotte, NC 28205

704.338.3983 phone 

704.568.3950 fax

daniel.casotti@firstcitizens.com

Customer Service 1-888-FC DIRECT



4

continued on page 5

continued from page 3

Recycle at Home Depot
Home Depot now has a rack just outside the 

garden center where you can drop off those black 
plastic pots and trays rather than toss them in 
garbage.

Free Lightbulbs
If you’re a Duke Energy customer you can receive 

up to 15 free CFL bulbs. Call 1-800-943-7585 and 
select option one. If you don’t have your account 
number handy you can identify yourself with your 
phone number and last four number of your social 
security number. Delivery takes 4-6 weeks

By the way, one concern about CFL bulbs is that, 
because they contain a small amount of mercury, it’s 
not safe to dispose of them with the garbage. You 
can drop them off at Home Depot and they’ll recycle 
them safely.  

Kim Entrekin

Donations for School
Got leftovers from gift wrapping, art or school 

projects?? Bring any leftover yarn, glue sticks, 
pencils, leftover wrapping paper or colored copy 
paper to the October cookout at Cates and drop them 
in the box marked “School”. Merry Oaks school can 
use these art supplies for origami and other projects. 

Thank you!
Thanks to the Merry Oakians whose volunteer 

activities have made our unique neighborhood an 
even better place to live:

* the newsletter distributors who have walked, 
even in bad weather, to deliver newsletters door to 
door. 

* Cate Martin, for opening her back yard and 
organizing parties.

* Nancy Pierce, for tirelessly attending sometimes 
boring meetings to represent our neighborhood and 
many other things. 

* Greenway and the creek and other public areas 
maintenance and planting: Jeff Reid, Scott Canup, 
Ben Kubie, the Siggs, the Shavers, the Primms, the 
Krewsons and those unknown persons who pick up 
trash or pull a weed at the greenway circle. 

* Merry Oaks school and St. Andrews Episcopal 
for furnishing meeting spaces. 

* The Merry Oaks Board for guiding our efforts, 
maintaining records and more. 

* Tom Poston for being there every day to 
maintain our Google group and prevent spam. 

* Jim Bookout and other walkers, cyclists, and 
skaters who keep an eye on the neighborhood. 

* The newsletter group: Nancy Pierce, Carol 
Herrington, Pam Sigg, the Krewsons, and all the 
contributors of articles. 

2010 Election
You can get details of how to register, vote 

absentee and more at the Board of Elections 
website www.meckboe.org. You can also change 
your affiliation, request a ballot for a close family 
member and learn about the candidates.
Important dates are:
Friday, Oct. 8 - Last Day to Register to Vote
Tuesday, Oct. 26 - Last Day of by mail absentee 
voting
Tuesday, Nov. 2 - General Election
Polls on Nov. 2 are open from 6:30a.m. until 
7:30p.m.

Study the candidates ahead of time for faster 
voting, and sample ballots are usually available at 
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public libraries and in the Charlotte Observer. There 
is a list of candidates at: http://www.meckboe.org/
Candidates.aspx  Merry Oaks is in Precinct 29, 
National Congressional District 8, State Senate 37, 
State House 102, Judicial B, County Commission 4, 
School Board 4, City Commission 1.

Keep an Eye on Local Government
 All regular meetings of the Board of County 

Commissioners are streamed live on the internet 
and televised live on cable 16, the Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Government Channel. The meetings 
also are broadcast on tape delay on WTVI, channel 
42 in Charlotte, N.C. The meetings are re-telecast on 
the government channel at 9 a.m. and 9 p.m. on the 
Wednesday immediately following the meeting and 
at 1 p.m. on the Sunday immediately following the 
meeting. For information on the television schedule 
for meetings of the Board of County Commissioners, 
call (704) 336-2475 or check out http://charmeck.
org/mecklenburg/county/BOCC/Pages/Home.aspx

CITY: City Council meetings are regularly 
scheduled for Mondays and are held in the Meeting 
Chamber at the Charlotte Mecklenburg Government 

Center, 600 E. Fourth Street. Free parking is 
available at the Government Center Parking Deck 
(3rd and Davidson) during City Council meetings. 
They are also streamed live on the Government 
Channel 16. http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/
CityCouncil/Pages/default.aspx 

Central Avenue Streetcar
One of the final public meetings to learn about 

the proposed streetcar plans was held September 28 
at Memorial Methodist Church on Central. If you 
missed it, there will be one more October 5 at the 
Government Center or you can view plans at http://
charmeck.org/city/charlotte/cats/planning/streetcar/
overview/Pages/alignment.aspx. As presently 
proposed, there will be stops in our area at Arnold 
Drive, Briar Creek, Eastway Crossing and Eastway 
Drive.

Neighborhood 
Association
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Merry Oaks Environment

By Heather Bolick, MONA Challenge Manager

MONA was selected as one of seven neighborhoods 
to win The City of Charlotte’s Neighborhood Energy 
Challenge Grant.  There are two components to this 
grant.  In the first component, the Household Energy 
Fund, $60,000 will be provided for weatherization 
and insulation to approximately 30 households in 
Merry Oaks.  Applications for this fund will begin to 
be accepted in January.  The second component with 
a budget of $20,000 will be used to help support and 
implement projects in our Energy Conservation Action 
Plan.  

Our Energy Conservation Action Plan includes three 
parts:

Conservation Workshop Series: Six workshops 
will be held over the course of the year on various 
conservation topics to include: General Home Energy 
Efficiency / Weatherization; Improving HVAC 
Efficiency; Improving Electrical Efficiency; Recycling 
and Water Use Reduction; Organic Yard Care; and 
Composting.  “Door Prizes” including power monitors, 
organic fertilizer, air filters, and water heater insulation 
blankets will be given away as incentives to attend.  
Additional incentives include raffles to win free 
installation of a programmable thermostat and to win a 
free energy audit.  

Sustainable Community Shelter: We will construct 
a 22’ x 22’ Community Shelter on the Merry Oaks 
Elementary School grounds where we will hold the 
Conservation workshops.  The shelter will be made 
with reclaimed timbers and be equipped with rain 
barrels.  We hope to also install solar lighting for 
greater utility.  The shelter will meet the goals of our 
overall Conservation Action Plan as it will provide a 
space that does not have to be powered by traditional 
methods.  Typically we would hold workshops, 
meetings and other community gatherings off-hours 

at the school or church which would mean additional 
lighting, heating and cooling demands for these 
facilities.  Additionally, the school may no longer be 
a viable option for meeting space as budget cuts have 
caused elimination of some space sharing services.  
The shelter itself serves as an educational model of 
sustainability.  We hope to work with Merry Oaks 
Elementary School Science teacher Sally Edwards in 
implementing this shelter and other conservation topics 
into her curriculum. 

Encourage Bicycle Use: The goal of this project is 
to encourage alternative transportation by removing 
the obstacles preventing people from using bikes 
for short trips to adjoining neighborhoods.  We will 
accomplish this goal by providing bike repair training 
and service, and supportive rides for 24 neighbors.  We 
will hold three bike repair workshops in which bike 
mechanics from the Bike Gallery will talk about bike 
maintenance and simple repairs.  They will also do 
a quick diagnosis/triage on some specific problems, 
make a quick cost estimate and hand out a coupon 
for 30% off bike repairs to be redeemed at their store.  
Those in attendance will also get a free bike cable lock.  
Additionally, we will organize three short (five mile) 
bike rides from Merry Oaks, leaving from the round-
about, using the greenway.  Participants will receive a 
free helmet.  Rides will include safe riding tips, safe 
routes, suggestions for gearing on the hill and general 
encouragement.  Riders will also get $15 off coupons 
from local restaurants offering discounts if they bicycle 
there (Dairy Queen, Fuel Pizza, etc)

Look out for our “Conservation Corner” in 
the newsletter/website/blog and updates on the 
Neighborhood Energy Challenge on the Google Group.  
We hope to hold our first conservation workshop 
in November.  Reach Heather at mona_energy_
challenge@yahoo.com

MONA Wins $80,000 Neighborhood Energy 
Challenge Grant

continued on page 7
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Tree Banding
Tell your friends and neighbors!  It’s time to think 
about banding your trees!  Cankerworm season is 
almost upon us.  We still need to protect our beautiful 
trees.  The cankerworms will not go away unless we 
are proactive!  If you would like to have your trees 
banded, I highly recommend Steve Barilovits.  Not 
only did he band my trees last year, he came back 
and removed the bands in early spring.  Below is his 
contact information.  Please feel free to contact me if 
you have any questions.  

Cate Martin
704-488-4559

My name is Steve Barilovits; I live at 2009 
Belvedere Ave and have been banding our trees 
and those of about 85 neighbors in Plaza Midwood 
and the surrounding area for 7 years. Because I 
am at school in Chapel Hill during the week, I 
will band either over some upcoming weekends or 
Thanksgiving break and put Tanglefoot on the bands 
when it gets cold enough/enough leaves are down 
(which may be anytime between late November and 
mid December).  I use a technique that is superior 
in application and effectiveness to both tarpaper 
and “Bugbarrier” methods and I have banded many 
thousands of trees with this technique.  Below is a 
list of prices and my contact information:

Prices:
Size (Diameter at Banding Site) Price ($)
Small (0-8”) 8
Medium (8-12”) 10
Large (1-2.5’) 15
Extra Large (2.5-3.5) 20
XX Large ( >3.5’) 25
Difficult (rare) Varies

Contact Information:

Name: Steve Barilovits
Address: 2009 Belvedere Ave
Email: sbarilov@email.unc.edu 
Phone: 704-222-8522

Leash law
The City of Charlotte and Mecklenburg County 

have strict leash laws that apply to all animals 
except cats (see the nuisance animal section for 
laws pertaining to cats). Animals must be on a 
leash, contained within a fence or an operable and 
marked invisible fence. An animal may be loose in 
its own yard if there is an adult (18 years or older) 
immediately next to the animal and the animal 
responds to direct verbal commands of the person.

All regulations aim to protect the health and safety 
of our citizens. Please be a responsible pet owner 
and abide by the law. Violations will be investigated 
and stiff fines may be applied. Fines range from a 
$50.00 citation for the first violation and up to a 
$500.00 citation and permanent seizure of the animal 
for a fifth violation.

To report an animal at large, please call 311.
http://charmeck.org/city/charlotte/CMPD/
organization/Support/AnimalControl/
LocalOrdinances/Pages/Leash%20Law.aspx

Parks
Public parks. It shall be unlawful for any person 

owning or having possession,charge, custody, or 
control of any dog to take the dog into or allow the 
dog to enter any public park without being at all 
times under the restraint of a leash, except while in 
designated off-leash areas, in accordance with the 
rules and regulations pertaining to such off-leash 
areas.

continued from page 6
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 As reported in the June newsletter, Peak 
Resources is building a 142-bed skilled nursing 
facility on the former Renfrow property across 
from where Briar Creek Road intersects Central 
Avenue. This institutional use of the property is 
permissible by right under R-22 (multi-family) 
zoning.

Under the City’s connectivity policy, the 
developer is being required by the City to extend 
Briar Creek Road to a dead end at the edge of the 
property. It will be a narrow neighborhood street. 
Eventually, if adjoining privately-owned land 
ever re-develops, the street would then connect 
to Cosby Place. The City’s rationale is that an 
interconnected street grid provides drivers more 
options and, in this case, will eventually provide 
Merry Oaks residents with a signalized entry and 
exit from the neighborhood.

The Merry Oaks Neighborhood Association 
is on record opposing the road extension as 
unnecessary and unwanted by the neighbors. 

Advocacy and Updates 
In addition, the requirement made things more 
difficult and expensive for the developer who did 
not want to build it. However, all the efforts to stop 
it were unsuccessful. The extension will create 
double-frontage (ie a street bordering their back 
yards) for several homes on Flynnwood Drive. The 
developer and the City will erect a brick veneer 
wall and evergreen wooded buffer at the rear of 
these properties to mitigate any visual, noise and 
privacy loss impact of the street.

The grading is mostly completed and the 
utility infrastructure and building footings are 
being installed now. The actual building could 
start in December, with next summer as a target 
finish date. A.B. Goodrich, the contractor for this 
project, is committed to hearing and addressing 
any neighborhood concerns. If you have questions 
or concerns, contact Nancy at 704 458 5503 or 
nancy@nancypiercephoto.com and she will find 
answers or put you in touch with the contractor.

by   Nancy Pierce
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Merry Oaks Business

Join the Merry Oaks Neighborhood Association
Name(s): ...................................................................................................................................................
Address: ....................................................................................................................................................
Phone: .................................................... E-mail address: ................................................................
Area of interest/concern: .......................................................................................................................                        

 Dues are $10 per household per year. Make checks payable to MONA.
 MAIL WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
 MONA Dues
  P.O. Box 18131
 Charlotte, NC 28218-0131

Please send in your dues! We need $$$ to continue our work on your behalf.

Cate Martin
President
704-488-4559
cate1868@yahoo.com

Tom Poston
Outgoing President
704-567-0020
tom@tranquility-base.us
 
Donna Howard Peters
Treasurer
704-563-1422
dhowardpeters@carolina.rr.com

Scott Canup
Newsletter distribution

Nancy Krewson
Webmaster
704-451-1540
nkrewson@earthlink.net

Nancy Pierce
Neighborhood Advocate
704-535-7409
nancypierce@carolina.rr.com

Liz Primm
ekprimm@gmail.com
Newsletter distribution

Russell Fergusson
Board Member
russell.fergusson@gmail.com

MONA Board & Volunteers
Carol Herrington
Newsletter Layout
704-563-0288
robcar1823us@yahoo.com

Pam Sigg
Advertising
704-535-1051
psigg@carolina.rr.com

Andria Krewson
Board Member
704-451-7870
akrewson45c@mac.com

Call any MONA Board member listed on the back of 
this newsletter with questions/suggestions about your 
neighborhood association.

For advertising, contact Pam Sigg 704 535 1051 or 
psigg@carolina.rr.com.

Ad rates are a steal at $25 (business card size) with 
discounts for multiple issue insertion. Half or full-
tpage ads are available and all ads appear in the online 
newsletter. 
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