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           August,  2010

The Landscape Committee continues to spend many days and evenings  working on the South entrance, trimming trees and bushes, and removing bushes in all areas of the community.  
The second bush trimming of the year is presently taking place to try to get many of the bushes down to a manageable size and away from the buildings.  There are homeowners who are asking that their bushes not be trimmed because they want them tall and full for privacy.  However, as was reported last month, it became evident that there was siding that was not painted during the last paint cycle because the bushes were too large and too close to the building.   Recently, a vine growing up the side of a building was removed and there was significant damage to the siding and a trim board.  Also, the overgrown bushes are limiting the effectiveness of the irrigation system is many areas.  So many of the bushes have grown and will continue  to grow too large for the areas where they were planted.  Some bushes were cut down drastically in April and now 3 months later have grown back to the size they were this spring.  It is becoming evident that 2 trimmings per year are not adequate to keep many of the bushes under control.  
A homeowner has requested tools from the Landscape Committee to trim some large bushes by her home.  The Committee limits the use of the heavy duty equipment that is necessary to trim down many of the bushes that have not been adequately maintained or trimmed in past years.  Also, any resident who participates in the activities of the Landscape Committee or does anything at the direction of the Landscape Committee must sign a waiver.

There was another group of 5 spray heads that were broken as a result of vandalism.  The cost for repair was $50.00 for labor and another $50.00 for materials.  Another area required repair because a line had been punctured by a tree root.  An additional spray head was added in an area that did not have adequate coverage.  We continue to trim and cut bushes so that branches don’t block and prevent the water from reaching the areas that should be covered.  It was finally determined that one of the ET controllers installed in 2009 had not been watering as it had indicated it was doing.  It is possible to read how long each zone has watered each day for a week’s period of time.  A log is being kept for each ET controller with this information.  All controllers appeared to be operating similar to each other.  However, some of the areas for one of the controllers did not look good even though the ET controller gave appropriate watering times.  Various adjustments were made but the appearance of those particular areas did not change.  It took many weeks of trouble shooting to determine the problem – incorrect wiring at the time of installation.   This was not suspected or addressed initially since this controller was installed in 2009, there had been no mention that this controller was not working correctly last year, and there were areas that looked better than others because homeowners were watering those areas.  The hot, dry weather has caused the turf in other areas to not look as green as some would like.   The lengthy list of possible causes was given in the July, 2010, Landscape Committee Report and the August, 2010, newsletter.
The Landscape Committee would like to thank the following residents, in addition to those previously recognized in the Landscape Committee Report for May, 2010, for their assistance and support of the Landscape Committee’s activities - Cherie Arnone, Connie Evans, Steve Lancaster, Mary Jane Nelson, Sherri Nelson, Carl Renner, Jeff Samuel, Sue Sandoval, and Diane Suchomel.
The Landscape Committee is very grateful for a generous financial contribution from Elizabeth Miller, a donation of a pair of hand clippers to the Committee by Bob and Henrietta Wilbraham, and a wheelbarrow purchased by Rae Ann Davis and Susan Sands for the Committee’s use.

And thanks to everyone who has supported the Landscape Committee with their words of encouragement and gratitude. 
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