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ThlS is Mlke Davis on April 6, 1977 interviewing Ma.ry Lou Locklear, 214 Kennedy
Avenue to discuss the Turrett House, 225 Kennedy Avenue, recently torn down after
the tornado. ‘
Davis: Miss Iocklear, Can you give us a little bae};:ground”‘

" ILocklear: T was born in Green County and I am 48 years old. . My father was a
country doctor. My mother was a teacher. My uncle lived in t‘h_'LS house 30 years.

" He was a laWYer. We moved to Iouisville in 1960 and to this house in 1965. We
were J_nterested in this nelghborhood and saw the house and saw dlfferent people '
who llved there. After’ the tornado, we becams very J.m_ere sted in sav:mg 'i,he house
because we did not feel it was, dalraged that much. 'Ihe roof was damaged and one
wall was torn out a little blg.c The -estinates were about £15,000 at thet time to
fix it, so all the neighhors were anxiocus to save it. The owner was vefy anxious o
to tear it down and build apartments so we started to try to f.l.nd out what we could about
the house and tr:Led to f:md buyers who wented to preeexve the house and remodel. We R
found quite a few and each time the owner: ralsed his price and decided he wouldn't
want to do that. We kept on gettmg the history and different ones to help, but we

. need to get concrete ev:LdeJnce when the house ‘was built and by whom. We got: it back
to 1855 when Mr. Kennedy‘ bought it. We felt that we knew who built it, which was
the Gray family, but we couldn't find the evidence. We really did a lot of ‘research
and looked a whole lot and f:ILn_ally found oﬁ’e that it was the Gray family. The man
who owned it WEE{IS Jokn Thorpson Gray. |
Davis: Who was the present owner of the house? ’ *
Locklear Mr. Gorman - A' —

 Davis: Did he deal with Real Estate himself?
Iocklear: No, I'm not teal sure. He told us he was a writer at one time. I don't
really think so. He did own same large old houses he rented.
Davis: What was his startlng price that he was going to sell to the Community Counc1l'>

Locklear: It was a rather ridiculous price around $3,0000r $4,000, which of course,

went up real fast. It finally went up to over $20,000. I think the city finally
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paid him $22,006 for it and of course he also collected his insurance for $22,000.‘
He had gotten all his rent off it too and made at least $44,000 from the sale of
the house and his insurance. He didn't take care of the house at all. He let it
sit in the rain and that did more damage than the tdmado.

Davis: How many apartments were in the House?

Iocklear: There was supposed to be 4, but there were 6.

Davis: Wasn't it fairly crowded?

Iccklear: Yes —- There were large rooms and the apartments on the first floor
and two on the second floor could have been really beautiful. I think there was
one in the basement and I th:mk one other on the second floor, but they weren't
very laxrge. |

Davis: Waé there ever any problem with parking?

Iocklear:  Yes, there was a parking problem, because the streets were narrow and
there was a problem with some bf the residents.

Davis: Did the Community Council find any buyers?

Iocklear: We found lots of buyers. Even some of the people in the neighborhood
wanted to chip “in toge’cher and everybody would pay $5,000 to buy .it together angd .
try to restore it, but we couldn't pin him down. There was one man who worked with
Mayor Sloane's office who had written a check for the amount. I don't know what
the amount was. He had to make a 1;_rip out of town and that was ‘the weekend the
house was to::n:" down,,. He was astounded when he came back, Dbecause he thouéht the
sale went through. His lawyer called him, somewhere from Texas, and told him that
Mr. Gorman wouldn't accept his check and that they were tearing the house down.
Davis: What date was that?

Iocklear: This was '1ai-;e in the summer. It was probably late July or August after
the tornado. Everything had to be torn down by a cei:tain time or the city {vouldn't'
pay for the demolition and he got in just in time, within a few dayé.

Davis: Do you think that was his main emphasis?
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iocklear: Sure, because he wouldn't have to pay for having it torn down. Really

the wrecking company made lots of money on it. Mr. Gorman even went in and ripped

+out all the plumbing and pipes. We thought some vandals had been in, but he said

that he had done it. The Wrecker was really :Lnfuriéted because this was supposed
to belong to him. But he got a lot out of it anyway, because the bricks would have
built many houses. .They were hand-made bricks and the walls were four bricks thick.
The .:i_nsid.e walls were two thick. It tock a bulldozéﬁ:‘ two weeks to tear the house
down. The man said he'd tear it down in about two hoursol But he didn't. Tt took
them hours to make any headway at all. The beams were hand-hewn. You could see
the: ax marks. The nails were square handmade nails. The @dmrk w’asn‘t fancy,
not carved like Victorian. - It was very simple and was not highlighted, and the
stairway wasn't a spiral. It went around and up to the second‘.floor., I think . -
thex éeilings were at least fifteen feet.

Davis: Y/Qlﬁt was in the house?

Iocklear: There was only a portion of the house left because it had been burned
partly before the Civil War. Around 1900 or late 1800's another part of the house

barned. The fir'st'_tine,, a slave nad bumed it because he was unhappy about scme~

thing that happened before the Civil War. — Then the second time, I don't know

what happened to it, but one whole wing burned. What was left was a small part
of the house.. |

Davis: So slaves were housed there? |

Iocklears: It was ofiginally built by slave labor, to start with. \ :

Davis: There has been sometalk about a tunnel under: ground leading Possibly to
the house located on Crescent Court in the center. Do you know of any facts?
Iocklear: We don't know except everybody thinks there was. Then there was a tale
that the tunnel led to the river and the Kennedys hid slaves there and helped them
to escape. It is ‘very possible, but I doubt the tunnel went to the river because

that's a long, long way. It probably did go to the house on Crescent, because ﬂue




Gray family built both houses. In the restoration process of the house on Crescent
they found the secret panel. I don‘t kmow if it was secret, but they took this
wall out and they found a door that led into a tunﬁel. It probably led into that
tunnel. Mr. Goxrman dian't do anything or do any looking, so no one know for sure
if the tunnel was there or if it wasn't. |

Davis: Did he plan to build some apartments? If he did, why didn't he take that
action?

Iccklear: He planned to bulld some apar&cents. “That was his main idea in tearing
it down. We had quite a long discussion -with him. He said his whole idea was
financial aﬁd I said,. "why don't yéu repair the house and really make two nice
apartmen’c;s, two gorgeous apartments and really charge a big price or even build_ <
on to the back if necessary and really have plush apartments instead of all these
little dinky things?" He said that he could get more out of the new ones and have
less upkeep and this stuff than if he did the others. He had some plans. He told
the neighbors that they were going to be really nice and beautiful. His plans were
very ordinary-.and weren't so nice either. He was really determined and the neigh-
bors were also very determined after the housé was gone that we didn't want the |
apartments, because the streets are narrow and there isn't enough parking anyway.
We also worked and got the zoning lowered so it wasn't profitable for him any more
to put his aﬁartnents up because he couldn't put as wany up. He finally sold to |
thev city after we had taken reams of petitions around. We presented them to

Mayor Sloane. We con\}ir}ced him and he said, "Well, you know, that's it" which
was good.

Davis: Mrs. I_ocklear; where did you find your sources? Who owned the house?
Iocklear: I interviewed some people who were descendants of the Kennedy family,
same of the Helm family and Mr. Sam English, who grew up on the Kennedy's place.
His father built two houses here and he used to play with the Kennedy family.

I also did quite a bit of research at the courthouse and the Filson Club. Mr.



Bentley gave me a book that was written by one of the original Grays and John
Thompson Graf, the man who we thought built the Kemnedy house. We later found

out that he did build it in 1838, but we didn't find the documents in time to
save the house. He was an editor of the Iouisville Journal for 20 yea:.ls and his
family was very influential in Iouisville. John Thomp.son's father helped found -
the original Episcopal Church on Second Street or the First Episcopal Church and
elSo the Grace Episcopal Church. They did a lot of other things. Gray Street

is, of course, named for them. Mr. Gray wvrote a book about a ho'uee“ We are not
sure that it is the hous‘e knownh as the Kermmedy house or one that was built in 1828
on Crescent. This was one big farm with two ‘houses which were the original houses.
Davis: Who was the original owner of the house on Crescent Avenue?
Locklear: ‘Ihls was a Gray family also. I thmk John Thonpson Grayts father built
it. I'm not ’ sure. I don't have the dommts Then Johii Thonpson Gray is the
one who built the I\ennedy house here and sold it to Kennedy in 1855. But when

this house was built originally, it was named for their ancestoral home in Treland.
Later on, 1t became known as "Fa1rv1ew" because the flrst State Fair was held whera
what is now- St Joseph Orphanage, across Fran]m.ort Avenue. Frankfort Avenue was
known at that time as the Frankfort pike. Later the house was called the "Turrets".
I'm not sure whether the Kennedys named that or whether it sort of came into usage
through the neighbors or different people.

Davis: When was that name first used? Wae it used in the first year .«Oi: the State
Fair?

Tocklear: What, Fairview?
Davis: Yes

Locklear: I'm not real sure. The house was here before that time and maybe it
was along that time it was called "Faj_rview"; But, of course, the bus that goes
out you know is Fairview, I don't know if there is a street named Fairview.

I'm not real sure when it was started to be called that. In my research and
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travels there were several other people ;s Mrs. Prlcely who helped look for doc-
uments,  We kept running into the name of a young girl who lived in the Kennedy
House. Her name was Barbara Peters. She lived in the front apartment in the
part that was damaged most by the tomado. We locked for poss;Lbly a month or
two before we finally found someone who knew where she worked. That was Mr.
Bentley of the Filson Club and they saJ.d she had just been there. I found out
where I could reach her. She worked nights at the Seelbach so T called and
Iuckily T hit the right place. They told me where she lived and she called me.
She came over one day and we were talking about the house. She had become ine
terested in it when she first moved in, T th_mk it was :Ln February before the
tornado. she's g horticulturist' She's also interested in drama and works in
Shakespeare in the Park in the Summertime. She worked at the Seelbach Jjustto -
support herself in between. She! s very :Lnte:cested in old houses so she moved
into this place in a small apartment. She had a cat and a dog. She said when
she first moved in it was cold and a brother and a frieng moved her in. I'm
not sure she had hea.rd the house was haunted, 'I‘here S been a general tale for
years that 1t was haunted

Davis: . Yes

Locklear: At any rate, the day they moved in, the friend went into the basement

to throw away some trash or sometlu_ng and when they came back out and got into
the car he s«::tid, "Who's the joker in the basement in the Civil War Uniform?” _
Davis: Was it a Rebel uniform? - Or a Yankee" | ‘ %

Locklear I think it was a Rebel uniform because Barbara always called him her
favorite ghost. He was Johnny Reb so I'm sure it was a rebel uniform. She had
heard tales from other people that had either seen him or knew Sozmone else

that had seen this sane ghost. At one time he appeared to someone and then just
faded into the wall. At any rate she told her brother's friend that there wasn' t

anybody there and he said, "There was. There was some guy down there with a




: unifotm on just acting si.lly. and he muldﬁ't say anything". She said, "No,

that was a ghost" and ﬁe said, "It couldn't be. Tt was too realistic, he was

too lifelike." She as}’ed Mr. Gorman later about the house being haunted. He
said, "Ch, yes". He had heard about the Civil War ghost who was there. He said
there was a duel fought and one was a northern soldier and one was a souﬂlen"l |
soldier and thet one was killed. We don't know which one, of course, but evident~
1y he Itulst hang around down in the basement more than any other place.

ga;_vis__ You don"t know who the two soldiers who ‘foﬁght were? You don't know
their names? | |

Iocklear: No, she did scme regeaxt:h and I think that they poss:uly were related
to the farculy., I'm not sure but there was a fight there and we don't know whether
they were cousins or whether it was some other soldier who-calre through because o
there were encampments in the neighborhood during the Civil War and it could have
been just a soldier who was passing through.’ T didn't go into that part that "-;
much There was another ghost which she told me about that I thought was very
:Lnterest_mg.

Davis: Wmch ftory is that9

Locklear: Th:Ls is the story of Ada. When she first moved J.n, she kept late

hours because she had to work at the Seelbach on the sw:Ltchboard. She came hame
about 2:00 o'clock one norning and was taking her little dog out to walk him and
.ti was cold m the morning and she was up at 't‘r;e end of the court 'and lier dog
started to bark and she turned around and there was a woman standing ch the

front porch. It was a stoop rather than a porch. She had on a lomrg white dress
with a full skirt. it looked like the type of dress someone would wear in the
sumrertime instead of being out in the cold on a winter nmorning. At any rate,

the dog was just barking and carrying on so she said she walked around waiting

for the woman to go inside. Finally she just had to go k;ack in. It was too

cold. As they got a little bit closer, the dog broke away from her and ran up

to the woman. He was in a very agitated state. He was a little dog but he was




really having a fit.
Davis: Where did the woman go?
Locklear: The woman evidently fell into or ran into the bushes so she ran
after the dog to txy and catch him and make him leave the woman alone. She
looked because, of course r She thought the woman would be lying there .in the
bushes and there was no one there. She looked —all around and there was no-
where she could have gone. There was no one there at all. She picked the dog
up and went inside and the dog was still very nervous and upset. Ba:‘cbara‘ went
on then got all settled for the night and went to .sleep. That night she dreamed
and this woman came to her in her dream, dressed the same way and looked the
same way. She said the woman wore her hair in a part down the middle and pu,iled
back in a bun. She was a very distinctive looking woman with maybe a large nose
but a very different looki.ng woman. and it was the one that she had seen outside.
She told her that her name was Ada and that she had been married to one of the
.Kemnedys who lived there. She didn't say too much about her life or anything.
Barbara became more interested in the house and decided that she would start
doing some re.)earch

Davis: How long did' Barbara live there?

Iocklear: She lived there from about February to April. Maybe the first of
January. I'm not sure. |

Davis: Was ‘hat 19732 EREEEINE

Iocklear: Yes and then around April 3, that's when the tornado hit and that's
when she had to move. She did start doing sozm research and she did find that an
Ada did live there or had married a Kermedy and did live there at one time. I'm
not sure what the woman's name was bef‘ere —~ I've not gone into that research and
at the time we were fxying to find concrete documents that we could use with the
historical society and try and save the house. Mr. Gorman didn't want to save
the house and every time it rained the hoﬁse began t'o‘ deteriorate a little bit
more and we didn't have too much time. I think we had_90 days leeway before

anything could be torn down but we locked and we couldn't find any concrete domments
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‘before 1855. We probably weren't' loocking in the right places. We were making
headway but, of course, we were running out of time and so they decided to tear
the pl‘acé down. | ‘

Davis: Were a.nonf the tenants present at the' time: of the tornado?

Locklear: Yes, there was a man in_the basement, a teacher, and he saw the mfhole
thing happen. I'm not sure about anyone else. He was standing at the basement
winc_iow as it tore down.

Davis: So Barbara Peters wasﬁ‘t there? »

Iocklear: No, she mfked at the See]bac:n and, of coucse, they put up a curfew and
éhe couldn’t come home so she had to wait unptil the next morming before she came
hame. It was her spartment that was damaged most. - He dog and cat were there.
I'l}. tell yoﬁ a little bit more about Ada too. Afi-;e.r she dreamed this she told

- some of her fr:ie.nds and they sort of reéarded ‘it as a joke. She told Mr. Gorman.
He really"told her it was a big jcke, that she should have more sense and not be
so susceptible to such tales and everything. Anyway, this friend decided that he
had a ouija board and they would try and use it and call Ada to came and join them.
and ask her queétipns., They tried and the ouija boar& Jjust went crazy and dic'in“;:
do anything é.t all. ' Barbara felt a little funny' about it but she tried anyway.
Davis: It didn't spell out any names? :
Iocklear: No, it didn't spell anytm.ng It jx\:tst went crazy'and didn't do anything
at all. That mgh’r when she #79;11: to bed she bad a tanberine that hung on i_he wall
with her work in the theater. The tamberine bounced off the wall. Therg was no |
wind. The windows weren't open. When shé went to bed at night, the roams were
rather large and the wiring was rather strange. She turned the light off and
lighted & candle. She~ tock the candle over to her bed and then she would blow the
candle out and it would come back on. Finally, she took her fingers and mashed it
until it was really out. She went to sleep and Ada appeareéi to her in her dream
‘and 2Ada was very angry and told her that she must not try to treat her as a joke,

that she must not try to summon her with' the ouija board and that she was very,

very aggrevated with her. Barbara used to go down on the river and get silt for
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plants as she was a horticulturist. Her sister's boy friend wofked on a barge.
Davis: What was his name?

Locklear: - I don't remember his name. It think it was Lloyd., He would bring her

the silt.for her plants too, but at any rate Ada in this dream told her that she

must not go to the river that xvee]cend. She said something terrible ié going to
happen and she told her several times, ‘"Don't go near the river. . Do:n't g0 there |

at all." . Barbara thought more of maybe scmsbody might be waiting to try to rob
her. She thought of her own safety buﬁ she tock Ada's word and didn't go. _'Ihat
weekend herxr sister‘s' i)oyfriend was drowned. He either fell off the barge or what-
ever happened. We're not real sﬁre about that but T do remenmber reading about it

in the papers A£ any rate, that must have been what 2da's \vafnhig was about. She
feltv rathef strange about this tco. A few other times I think maybe she had seen <
Ada and one time she had a dream th::it she was 1living there at the time of Ada and
wore a long dress and'.the house was é little different, It was deco;:ated in a
different way and was built a little diffexént, She was frightenea. She was

looking out the front door and a man on a hérse came. riding up the driveway.

.' He rode cleér on up ahd onto the porch and almost entered the front dodrg

Davis: Did he have on :-a Civil War uniform?

Locklear: 'Yes ; he did. I don't know whether it was a northern uniform or a '
southern uniform. I think the dream ended. It didn't go on that far, but anyway

she was frighténed in locking at him, |
Davis: Did anyone else have any of these dream about Ada?
Locklear:. No, not that I know of. Other people saw the Civil War soldier in’

the basement. One man sa_;Ld tﬁat he said something‘ to him and he just 'faded into
the background or thxoulgh a wall. If anyone saw Ada we don't know. We hayen't
talked .to:thbat many people who had lived there. I have heard for a long time that
there were ghosts there But I didn't know any particular stories about them. Any-
way, she was at the hotel and she couldn't get back out that night. The next morn-

ing she came out and her apartment was the one that was damaged. Really it was the
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plants as she was a horticulturist. Her sister's boy friend worked on a barge.
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Da¥kis: What was his name?

Iocklear: - I don't remember his name. It think it was Lloyd. He would bring her
the si\lt\ for her plants too, but at any rate Ada in this dream told her that she
mist not\go to the river that weekend. She said something terrible is going to
happen and s\he told her several t;unes “"Don't go near the river. Don't go there |
at all.® Barbara thought more of maybe sozrebody m:.ght be waJ.t:Lng to try to rob |
her. She ‘thought Qg‘f‘ her own saféety but she took Ada's word and didn't go. * That
weekend her sister‘s\i)oyfrie.nd was drowned., He either. fell off the barge or what-
ever happened. We're né\_ real sure about that but T ¢o remember'read_ng about it

in the paperss At any rate\ that must have been what 23a's warning was about. She
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felt rather strange about thlS\tOO A few other times I think maybe she had seen

Ada and one time she had a dream\t\hat she was living there at the time of Ada and
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wore a long dress and the house was 'a little different. It was decorated in a

different way and was built a little d}f:ferenta She was frightened. She was

looking out the front door-and a man on a horse came riding up the driveway.

’ . : \, :
He rode clear on up and onto the porch and a]ftqost entered the front door.

Davis: Did he have on a Civil War umiform? \\

Iocklear: Yes, he did. I don't know whether it x:z\ae a northern uniform or a '
southern uniform. I think the dream ended. It didn\*\h\go on that far, but anyway
she was fri_gh‘eened in locking at him. "\\ .
Davis: Did anyone else have any of these dréam about 2Ada? \”
Iccklear: No, not that I know of. Other people saw the Civil\Wag sordier in

the basement. One man said that he eaid something to him and he 3\:1“51: ,faded into
the background or ;chmugh a wall. If anyone saw Ada we don't know. ;ée haven't
talked to that many people who had lived there. I have heard for a lonc_;\tme that
there were ghosts there but I didn't know any particular storles about them. Any-
way, she was at the hotel and she couldn't get back out that night. The next morm-

irig she came out and her apartment was the one that was damaged. Really it was the™
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"roof over the top of it. One part of the wall had pulled loose. It was not really
a great deal of damage considering the others. She went in and found out that her
dog and cat were all right. Her apartment was conpletely demolished. She had wicker
furniture. It was.all torn up. The clothes were ail gone. Her cat and dog were
real frightened. She picked them up and found a towel and wrappod the cat and docj
in it and started to leave. The door slammed shut so shé undid the door and started
to go out and it slammed in her face again. ' ‘. o
Davis: Was it windy?
Iockiear* Yes, it was windy becc:;r:t,e after the tornado there really was a lot of
wind. That was easily expla_med becauqe the day was vexry windy after the torna=
do but three t.urea the door sla.mr—:d. . She turned around avd locked — I'm foré
getting one iittle piece too. When she locked back. there was a ﬁdmr hanging i
on the wall and she saw Ada S reflect_lon in the mirror and her hair was all dlSheV“’
eled and her face was all sooty and.dirty and there were tears running down her k)
face., It was a very disheveled, unhappy Ada. The part T forgot when Barbara

- was looking for what few things she could get together that the tornado hadhit
 blown away, she noticed that part of a wall had pulled out and sh_e foutﬂ this. |
littl_e cloth.' oaclgz—zge that was all sewn and was.very old locking.  When she picked
it up, she felt it and it had something inside. She broke the stitches and looked
inside. It was a pair of gold ear rings with opalé and I think pearls. She did- |
take th:m to ¢ne of the stores and hcm.-_ thcm evalvated.. They told her that they
- were very old and they were very good.stones., We told her that we figured it
must be a gift from Ada to her. As far 'a‘s "I know she hasn't heard anything about
Ada. Neither has anyone .else that T know of since that time. |
Davis: Where does Bar'bara. live now?
Iccklear: For a while she lived downtown. I had a card from her last sumver and
she was living in anotl;xer old house not too far from the area. She was working in
Indiana. I'd like to lock her up this summer and do & little more research to—

gether and find out if she's seen Ada or maybe we can find out if Ada has moved
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in with any of the neighbors. I really did ask Ada and Johnny Reb to move in with
Mr. Gorman and see if they couldn't do him a little harm over there.

Davis: - How much damage was done to the house and to the trees?

Iocklear: Most of‘ the trees went down, the really old trees. There are a few left
standing, but nearly all the large trees near the house went down. We really didn't
think the house was damaged enough to be torn down because the walle were very thick
and all the beams were hand-hewn. I think the house would have stood forever the
way vit was. The roof was old to start with. Part of it was slate and part of it
had been covered aver. One section of the roof was really torn up and v'ch.enone
section of the waJ_l was pulled out. One man gave aboet a ' $15,000 estimate which
would have been a small amount considering the 337& and age of the house. One
great big tree fell right in front of the house and went all the way across the ' b
porch. We took pictures the day afterwards. We didn't do it with any point. We
knew that lafer we would want to back up our story, but we were in a tornado and

in a state of shock and just wandered around and took whatever we saw. The next
door neighbor's. son-:!_nmlaw and grandchildren came the next day and took pictures.

We looked at the trees and we were in fronu_ of the hou.,e, We really didn't not'Lce
because all the trees ware uprooted and the roots were really taller than we were.
We really didn't examine and we really didn't notice and if we had seen it because
we were in a state of shock. When the films came back we really were surprised
because in two. pictures Mrs. Jones? grar:dchildr'-* ¢! ere standing in front of the
Kennedy house in front of this big tree and the roots are exposed and in one spot
you can very clearly see three skulls. We didn't see them and by the_ time we got
the pictures back the tree had been chopped up and hauled away because they took
the pictures back to Cincinﬁati and had them developed.

Davis: So very likely they had a grave cycler in the front yard.

Iocklear: It coula have been. Maybe it was same of those people whowerein a
battle there of maybe it was an old burial ground. Who knows? It may have been

before the house was built because this tree had to have been over a hundred years:
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ol<§ or maybe .‘older than that because it was an enormous tree énd these were
definitely on the under side of the roots so we had nob idea. We didn't see any
other bones but those three skulls really were very distinct. We locked at two
different pictures of them. One was more of a side ﬁev(r and you could see them
from both views. It's really very easy to tell what they are. By that time, of
course,. it wouldn't have done any good to have said anything about .it but they had
to have been there a long, long time. |
Davis: Are these the pictures right here?

Iccklear: Yes, and there are pictures of the house with what damage was done.

It shows that most of the walls were in tact and: the pictures of the skulls and
the big tree that fell right in front of the house. We tried to save the house
but then we ran out of time so we worked with our commmnity council and tﬁe neigh-
bors worked with the Board of Aldermen. Mayor Sloane was very kind and very co~
operative §:ith us We managed to get the zoning law l&nered. Mr. .Gorman decided
that he woﬁldn't build the apartment after much pressure, after we took a lot of
petitions around and got all- the neighbors to sign and all the church ﬁeople. We
had hundreds and"hundreds of. names, maybe a couple of thousand. I'm not real sure.
We had lots of solicitors and the Petersons had lots of solicitors and.so did a -
lot of others who did a lot of walking and askjng people to sign. Everybody was
cooperative. . | | .
Davis: Wwhat becalre of all the petitions?

" Iocklear: We ga\;e them to Mayor Sloane at one of our community council ma;etings.

I think we really won him over' at that time because we had had battles on %nd off
with Mr. Gorman about the apartments. The streets are very narrow and—the traffic

is about all the street w111 bear and if he had built as many apartments as he

wanted to build it would have put a lot more people in the area and it really would .

have been dangerous and it would have really been terrible. | Finally, we did con-
vince the City Council, the Mayor and whoever decides such trﬁhgs, the Board of

Aldermen, actually, to buy the property so they convinced Mr. Gorman. I'm not
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sure just how. bf course, the money they pald for it helped somé. He did sell it
and it is to be a small city mini park. At the moment the'plans have been drawn
and it will be a passive type park. . There will be a play area for children back
in the back side and it will be secluded and there will be resting furniture, rest-
ing ‘playthings for them and there will be walkways and planting and some seats and
not a great deal of other things because it's not that large of a piace.,

Davis: .Do they plan any buildings on it? Any pavilion-type structure? _
Iocklear:  No, we had thought once maybe a gazebo but everybody thought that micht
draw. too many people for other purposes _'m like overmight. = It's really not that
big. It doesn't look large fmﬁ cutside. It looks like from inside and the house
loocking out. and, of course, at one time that part vas Jjust 'a small part of the farwm,

~

The Court itself isn't that big. It'll be a nice green spot and a place to relax

 and I think it will add to the comunity. There are not many parks around this

area for people. I guess the reservoir serves as a park and the little park up
by the waterworks too. There's a fountain. We had hoped to have a fountain but
I don't know whether we're going to be able to have that or not.

Davis: Isn't there a fountain wp at the waterworks?

" Iocklear: Yes, there is, but we had hoped to have one out here but I don't

think that's in “the working richt now.
Davis: Are there any other projects that the Commmity Council in Cresdent Hill

is working on?

Lecklear: The Commnity Council at this time is trying to get together enough

information to write a book on the history of Crescent Hill and we had plamned

© to interview older citizens who really have a &i’al’ch of information that they

could hand down to us from things that their parents have Lold them and things
that they remember like Mr. English. He grew up in the neighborhood I think arxound
;78 and he saw ti':e whole place develop from the time he was a little boy. - He saw
most of ‘rthe streets bﬁilt that were not even there when he was a litt.le boy. Ail

these things have come about in a lot of these people's lifetime. We plan to

interview them and take their ideas. Different ones are working on different facets



' "'of the book and who will actually write the book. We hope to get it.publishec“'i.
Davis: That sure is a fascinatiné story about the Turret Building. Is there any-
thing that you would like to add to what you have already said.

Locklear: Well, not a great deal. I didn't do any research on the other house --
the companion house on Crescent. It was almost demolished. The who_le upper story
tvas torn away. It belonged to Dr. and Mrs. Henry. They were very conscientious.
They'Wanted to save the house. VMrS. Henry wanted to rebuild it but most of their
children were gorwn and they decided that they wouldn't but they didn't 1et the
house be destroyed. They tried to protect it. There was a lot of controversy be- ‘
cause the whole front was torn off ; but finally they found a buyer who was willing
and financially able to restore the house and they must have found the original
plans because it is restored exactly the way it looked before. It's a beautifu; -
thing to see and it's very sad to know that the Turret House went when it had_.:)
such little damage and this one had so much danege.,» In the process, the people

who restored this house on Crescent found behind a closet door that had been closed
in an opening that 1ed down aﬁd back into the wall and had probably led to the
original tunnel that we think led to-the house over on Kennedy Street. There

mist have been a tunnel there afterall.

Davis: Well, I'd like to'thank you for yeﬁr time.

Locklear: Thank you. I've enjoyed it;

Davis: This 15 Mike Davis interviewing Miss Iocklear, Thank you very much.

*







