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McGruff House 

McGruff Houses provide temporary havens for children who are in dangerous situations. 

“We’ll call for help!”

A McGruff House is a temporary haven for children who find themselves in frightening or dangerous situations. Children are told that they can go to specially marked McGruff Houses, which might be houses, townhouses, apartments, or mobile homes, any time they sense danger as they go to and from school or are playing in the neighborhood.  McGruff Houses provide a safety network for children and reduce the risk that children will be victimized.

McGruff House volunteers do
· Call the child’s parents or appropriate authorities if a child is lost or has a medical emergency

· Reassure the child if he or she is frightened

· Report crimes and suspicious activities

· Consent to a background check

McGruff House volunteers don’t
· Provide first aid (except in life-threatening situations)

· Administer medications

· Supervise the neighborhood

· Enforce laws

Local McGruff Houses rely on a partnership of law enforcement, school personnel, and volunteer participants and local coordinators.  
Carefully screened volunteers are the root of the program and the first contact for children needing help.

Get Started 

Steps to starting a McGruff House program 

If you’d like to start a McGruff House program in your area, start by putting the elements below in place

· A partnership with a local school or school district, law enforcement or the district attorney’s office; and a community organization (such as a parents’ group, Neighborhood Watch, civic or service organization, etc.)

· A lead organization to handle daily operations

· A volunteer program coordinator to serve as key manager and monitor

· Maps of the area targeted for the program

· A modest amount of money for paper, copying, signs, etc.

· A concerned and active community

The start-up kit includes

· Manual for the McGruff House Program

· Educational materials for teaching children and adults about the program

· Public relations materials for promoting the program in your community 

· Reference materials that offer information about crime prevention programs and activities 

· Past issues of the "News From the Network" newsletter 

· A McGruff House video that includes training segments for adults and children, as well as public service announcements

National McGruff House Network 

The National McGruff House Network also directly supports local McGruff House and McGruff Truck programs by providing

· Telephone support for questions or problems

· A database of strategies tried in other locations

· On-site training for McGruff House and McGruff Truck coordinators and law enforcement officials

· The newsletter "News From the Network," which keeps readers up-to-date on program developments and tools available from the Network

The National McGruff House Network includes at least one McGruff House in each of 48 states. The largest McGruff House community is Omaha, NE, with more than 1,000 McGruff Houses. Three other localities count more than 700 McGruff Houses each. They are Minneapolis, MN; Prince William County, VA; and Salt Lake City, UT.

