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Background:

1. Over the next five years, the Section 8 leases in nearly 100 buildings in San Francisco will expire, leaving owners with the option of converting these buildings into market-rate private rentals. ( other options include converting buildings to cooperatives.)  Most HUD Section 8 buildings house low-income senior, families and disabled.


A. What are the options for those in these programs?



Certificates?



Vouchers?



Decrease of special needs services/community resources



Forced Homelessness


B. How will the recipient be notified of these changes?



Notices with no clarity



Who is responsible for adequate informing?


C. Where in San Francisco will these services still exist?



Project Based Communities need to be preserved… maintaining basic quality of life


D.  Asking residents to relocate:



Away from social services



Away from mental health services



Away from medical access



Loss of access to transportation


E. What reassurances that the programs will meet the needs of San Franciscans?



Who can give some reassurances?



Accountability



Access to information about these program changes


F.  What do these 90 day notices of expiration of HUD contract mean?



Someone (HUD) needs to explain


G. How is City, State, and Federal levels of government preparing for these changes?

2. Receipts of Section 8 certificates receiving 90 days notices to vacate from land lord who have contracts with San Francisco Housing Authority.


A. Unable to find replacement housing in San Francisco



Credit checking fees prohibitive



Shady transactions forced upon applicants



Waiting list/closed waiting lists


B. No social services agencies able to help until legal notice


C. The Section 8 subsidy has decreased in value



In San Francisco the value of Section 8 certificates has not increased allowing for market 


rates



The rental market has priced out Section 8 certificate holders from finding current 


housing


D. Urge the Sherriff’s Department not to evict


E. Negotiate with owner for a settlement

3. Concerns over the violations of the rights of individuals


A. American Disabilities Act violations


B. Elder Abuse


C. Lack of sensitivity to the special needs of Section 8 recipients


D. Creating Homelessness


E. The right to find affordable housing with San Francisco

4. Encourage public testimony ( written for the homebound)


