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Department of Public Health

• VISION: Healthy People in Healthy 
Communities

• MISSION: To protect health, prevent disease, 
and promote health and well-being

• Community Health Services (CHS) is the 
“Intervention” arm for LACDPH
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Los Angeles County

• Los Angeles County is large, complex and diverse

– 88 Cities
– 10.8 million residents
– Over 100 unincorporated areas
– 83 School Districts
– 5 Supervisorial Districts
– 8 Operational Area Service Planning Areas (SPAs)
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Demographics

• LA County most populous county in U.S.
– Diverse ethnic, cultural and religious community
– 47% Hispanic
– 30% White
– 13% Asian/Pacific Islander
– 9% African-American
– <1% American Indian/Alaskan Native
– This diverse population speaks over 100 different 

languages



5

Geography

• LA County one of the largest U.S jurisdictions
– 4000 square miles (includes 2 islands)
– 70 miles of Pacific coastline
– Westernmost portion of the Mojave Desert
– Several mountain ranges
– Dense urban neighborhoods
– Rural desert and mountain areas



6

Geography continued….

• Inherent threats to the public’s health

– Earthquakes
– Wildfires
– Floods
– Mudslides
– Tsunami threats
– Multiple ports of entry for terrorist attacks and 

infectious diseases
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Protecting Los Angeles County

• Preparedness
– Protecting Angelenos against harmful effects of 

disasters is a top priority for LACDPH
– Public Health Disasters can be natural or man-

made
• Earthquakes
• Wildfires
• Bioterrorism
• Pandemics
• Radiological terrorist attacks
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Role of LACDPH in a Disaster

• LACDPH is a first responder in a public health 
emergency

• Advocate personal preparedness among county 
residents

• Provide public information and risk 
communication

• Protect Angelenos from the harmful effects of 
a public health disaster
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Community Health Services
• Organizational Structure

– Operational Area divided into 8 service planning areas 
under the supervision of The Director of CHS

– Area Health Office provides direct interface with local 
community and stakeholders

– CHS provides public health services to improve and protect 
the health of the community:

• STD, TB, CD, Immunization Clinics
• Case finding and contact investigation
• Disease surveillance
• Public health investigation
• Health education and promotion
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Community Health Services

• Provide field response during an emergency
• Promote workforce readiness and resiliency
• Promote community resiliency through 

strategic partnerships and alliances
• Collaborate with internal and external 

stakeholders to leverage local assets
• Establish effective, sustainable partnerships
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Community Health Services

• Examples of CHS field response
– Mass Prophylaxis through Points of Dispensing 

(PODs)
– Support American Red Cross Shelters during 

evacuations
– Provide Alternate Care Site support during a 

hospital surge in a public health emergency
– Acute communicable disease outbreak incident 

management
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Conclusion

Advance community resilience through 
effective collaboration and partnerships. In the 
event of a public health emergency; the 
capacity of a community to  endure a crisis is 
enhanced when all stakeholders unite and 
leverage all available assets to protect and 
promote the collective wellbeing.
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