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36th Annual Agricultural Exhibition 
     We attended the exhibition to get access to 
free plants and seeds as well as to purchase 
new varieties of plants for our farm. 
     We had a chance to see a variety of 
agricultural displays on beneficial insects, 
natural plant pesticides, farm machinery, and 
see displays from other organic farm groups. 
 

Thai government free exhibition 

     
.     Saifon met up with ____ a friend who became interested in endangered Thai 
native plants with an eye toward conservation and nutrition.  This is a good overlap 
with our interest in native plants to help protect and nurture indigenous pollinators 
rather than relying on the imported European honey bee. 
It was amazing that the entire exhibition was free of charge.  It seems the day to day 
workings of the Thai governmental offices continue to function normally in stark  

 

Old agricultural 
tools are of 

interest due to our 
“low tech, no tech” 

approach and 
“being prepared” 

attitude. 

contrast to the political turmoil 
reported in the news media.   

 

In This Issue 
36th Annual Agriculture Exhibition 1 

New Plant Purchases 2 
Poultry Procurement 3 

S.O.S.—Save Our Soil 4-5 
S.O.W.--- Save Our Water 6 

 © 2009, All rights reserved. 
1 



Rural Training Center-Thailand: 2009 Jun RTC-TH Update 
Community-based environmental education for the self-sufficiency and sustainability of small rural family farms 

 

New Plant Purchases 
 
     The rainy season is the time for 
planting.  During and immediately after 
the Agricultural Exhibition, we purchased 
new plants.  The purchases made were 
to replace plants lost in the excavation 
work, to increase the diversity of plants 
and fruits for our table, and replace some 
plants lost to old age, attrition, and 
disease during the past year.  We also 
want to supporting local pollinators and 
keeping diversity for natural pest control. 
     Following the last harvest, we have 
been composting all our crop residues.  
Now the compost is being put to use.  
New beds are prepared and well-
composted to give these new plants a 
good head start.  With the coming rains, 
we won’t need to do much watering.  
Plan B, should the rains become 
sporadic, irrigation will be possible from 
the rain water we have harvested and 
stored.  Though nothing is guaranteed, 
we feel as well prepared as we can be. 

 
New plants arrive at the farm 

 
Sweet Potato 

  
Giant mango A variety of purple grape 

 

     The new arrivals are placed ih a 
temporary nursery next to the farmhouse 
to await transplanting in newly prepared 
garden beds and containers.  Various 
fruits and vegetables will be gracing our 
tables soon!  
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Poultry for Protein and Protection 
     Plans to diversity the protein in our diet brought us to poultry.  Turkeys have more 
meat to bone than chickens.  Geese provide larger eggs than chickens, eat slugs and 
snails, and snakes in addition to being good guard animals.  

 
Temporary housing in a Thai basket chicken coop. Saifon gathers up a gander. 

 
Turkey chicks waiting a new home on the farm. Taking in the view of the central fish pond from their pen. 

 
Newly constructed turkey coop waiting new tenants. The geese take up residence in the old piglet nursery. 

 © 2009, All rights reserved. 
3 



Rural Training Center-Thailand: 2009 Jun RTC-TH Update 
Community-based environmental education for the self-sufficiency and sustainability of small rural family farms 

 

S.O.S. (Save Our Soil) 

     All of the recent excavation work 
exposed bare soil.  Combined with the rainy 
season concerns shift to soil erosion 
management. 
     We were able to get 2 loads of free 
“King” grass (about 100,000 cuttings).  The 
roots of this fast growing grass extend 45 
cm below the surface.  Plant roots such as 
these are ideal to help anchor soil. 
     We hired day workers to help with the 
transplanting.  Many were relatives from 
another village. 

Free grass cuttings from the Thai government. 

     Planting began on the fish pond 
berms.  The fine clay from the ponds will 
be easily washed down the slopes with 
the coming rains.  So planting rows of 
grass across the slope will slow the 
erosive water flow.  A guide string is set 
out to aid the workers in setting the rows. 
     Eventually the water level in the ponds 
will rise to about 1 m from the top of the 
berms.  That will leave much less soil 
exposed to rain and erosion. 

“King” grass cuttings ready for transplanting. 

     The crew works fast under the direction 
of their team leader.  Organization and hard 
work are just some of the reasons we 
continue to call on these particular villagers 
when we need day labor.  It’s a combination 
of mutual assistance: we need good 
workers, they need extra income.  At the 
same time, because many are relatives, it 
helps reinforce family ties.  Also, they get to 
see first-hand the reality of our sustainable 
farming. 
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Workers wait for the set up crew 
to stake out the guide string.  It’s 

a refreshing pause that gives 
them a chance to contemplate 

the huge task facing them.  

  
     Soil erosion is a reality that cannot be completely stopped.  The idea is to slow it 
down to an acceptable or manageable rate to sustain the agricultural land use. 
 

 
King grass being planted on the lower terrace road. 

 
Lower terrace road with rows of King grass planted 

 
Work teams plant King grass along the East side road. 

 
A grass strip to help control road edge soil erosion. 

     Soil erosion is a natural and an ongoing 
process.  It cannot be stopped.  It can only be 
slowed.  Exposed bare soil is erosion waiting to 
happen.  The grass strips slow the movement 
on water over the surface.  We will be adding 
layers of mulch, planting cover crops, and 
monitoring these areas.  Over time, the 
plantings will take hold and there will be less 
and less bare exposed.  In time, erosion and 
soil building may become balanced.   

Happy, hardworking workers heading home! 
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S.O.W. 
(Save Our Water) 

 

     We end our rain water harvesting 
agenda for the season.  Two new rain 
water holding ponds were dug and 
gutters were installed on Pig Shed #2.  
So as the 2009 rainy season begins, we 
have gutters on all 3 farm buildings, 7 
water tanks, 3 fish ponds and 2 holding 
ponds ready to go.  Other farms in the 
area have not gone this route.  But most 
of them have access to irrigation water. 

. 

 
A new water holding pond above the West pond. 

 
Making the galvanized metal gutters for Pig Shed #2 

 
A new holding pond on the Central Gully.  Note the 

gutters and water tanks on Pig Shed #2. 

 
Two of the 4 water tanks for the farm house.  The tank 

for the cow shed is in the distance (red arrow). 

 
About 2,200 teak seedlings were planted on the upper 

terraces to improve the watershed for the farm. 
     We decided to plant 2,200 teak seedlings in the upper terraces.  This was a long 
term approach to bolster the watershed for the farm.  We have no control over what 
happens to the forest above us.  The teak will be our Plan B and also serves as a 
long term investment with a 10-20 year time line.  
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