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EMS BUREAU Snake Season
F: AWARENESS ALERT How to treat snakebite

This “Awareness Alert” will reference and quote the REMS Medical Director, Humberto
Cchoa, M.D. from his June 20, 2007 letter addressed to Riverside County hospitals, fire
departments, and other service providers. With the warmer weather here, we are glready
experiencing victims of snakebite. It is important to attempt to get a positive identification
of the snake involved in the bite. Many times, this is not possible, but a quick interview of
the victim or bystanders may provide valuable information that may lead to a positive
identification. This becomes very important when a patient does not respond as expected
to the “standard” antivenin.

This is Dr. Ochoa's direction regarding the treatment of snakebite victims.

“Appropriate treatment for snakebite in this county is to assist
in keeping the victim calm and to transport the person to the
closest hospital. Specialty center transport is #nof necessary as

hospitals in Riverside County all keep an initial supply of anti-

venom on hand, and several have large supplies in their
pharmacies. Symptomatic treatment en route may include an
IV, O, and perhaps respiratory or cardiac assistance,

Specific additional orders can be obtained
through base hospital contact.”
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Please stay alert and be safe out there.
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