
Beloved  Horse Dies As Result Of July 4 th Fireworks

Randy and Linda Arlington of Wimauma had the pleasure of owning their beloved horse, Conan, for

twenty-two years. Conan died  as the direct result of fireworks on July 4 th, 2007. Conan’s fear of the

fireworks caused him to run into fencing and he had a heart attack resulting in his death.

Because of this tragic death of their horse and other animal injuries and deaths resulting from fireworks

over the years, Linda contacted her County Commissioner, Al Higginbotham to propose a ban on illegal

fireworks. Linda learned that the Florida Legislature passed Senate Bill 1372 this year that freezes the

county bans on fireworks and establishes a Fireworks Task Force.

If you have experienced problems with consumer fireworks you may contact the Florida State Legislators

and request that they revise State Statute 791 to specifically state that local governments DO gave the

authority to control the sale of fireworks through a permitting process.

The use of exploding fireworks by the general public is a misdemeanor, subject by up to one year in jail and

up to a $1,000 fine.

If “exploding fireworks” are used in your neighborhoods you can call law enforcement to stop  them. It is

recommended that you don’t call 911 to avoid overloading the emergency number. Instead call the non-

emergency phone number for your town or county.

Fireworks exploding in populated areas are detrimental to pets, livestock, wildlife and they cause noise and

air pollution among o ther problems. 

Legal Fireworks displays that are properly run by licensed professionals in designated areas usually are not

cause for alarm and are enjoyed by many. However, illegal fireworks in the hands of non-professionals that

are being used in the backyards of over-crowded neighborhoods can cause great harm. Many people with

livestock were formerly living in the country and d id not have to  worry about fireworks stampeding their

animals. But, with new development now bordering many pastures, livestock owners are now faced with

the new hazard of fireworks.

Horse owners have experienced animals stampeding and running through fences causing serious injuries

and death. Some horses in their fear have escaped their pastures and have been killed on roadways,

endangering automobile drivers. There are problems with fireworks landing in pastures and catching the

pasture grass on fire, bottle rockets landing on the roofs of barns and houses that could potentially cause a

fire. Not to mention, the left over fireworks littering their pastures after the event is over. Some neighboring

homeowners seem to think it is fine to shoot their fireworks out into the open pasture areas bordering their

neighborhoods, with little regard for the mess they create for the landowner, who has to clean up the

fireworks debris. It is a real job to have to pick up hundreds of fireworks that have landed in a large pasture.

If you have had problems with dangerous fireworks that are banned for use by the general public in Florida

and you wish to close the “loopholes” in the State Statute please contact your state senator. In Hillsborough

County contact The Honorable Rich Glorioso at 813-747-9110, email:  rich.glorioso@myfloridahouse.gov 

Be sure that you have a plan ready before the July 4, 2008  holiday noise begins. If you have a stall, that is

probably the safest place for your horse rather than running in a pasture. Be sure you are close by in case

your horse becomes frantic. Don’t go off for the holiday festivities and assume that your horse will be just

fine. Stay with your horse to  insure that it is safe during the fireworks d isplays. If you know your area will

be especially bombarded with fireworks you may want to consider moving your horse to a more remote

location until after the  holiday.


