
What is a (Ben) Franklin Circle? Help to do more Good Work
.                                                                                                                                                          
In 1727, young Benjamin Franklin joined his “more Ingenious Acquaintances” in a club for “mutual improvement.” Later, Franklin called it “the best school,” it having helped him and the others to become successful businesspeople and civic leaders. It may have been Franklin’s best invention! 

Individuals Associated can do more for society, and themselves, than they can in isolation. B Franklin

 

Community Room College
An investment in knowledge always pays the best interest.  B Franklin
www.CommunityRoomCollege.org
In Denver contact John Wren (303)861-1447 or John@JohnWren.com
 Franklin Circle Newcomers Guide (modified by each group).





Guidelines:  (For details attend the Franklin Circle Workshop & Notebook.)





1. Today’s sample meeting is for people who are thinking of starting or joining a Franklin Circle.


2.  Membership limited to 12 people interested in similar learning topics. Turn in application for placement help.


3.  Proceedings and the membership of each group are intended to be confidential..


4.  All those in attendance subscribe to standing Questions for Members, (modified by each group).


5.  The member recognized by chair will control the floor. Time will be kept.


6.  Pt I: Discussion will center on the Standing Queries, (modified by each group, suggested queries below.) 


7. Pt II: One of those attending will read a paper or make a presentation at each meeting. 30-Minute-ChalkTalk


8. Franklin Circles wishes to avoid controversy and we take no position on issues or candidates. 


9.  Impolite behavior or violation of these guidelines shall be fined by a simple majority vote of the group.





Suggested Standing Queries (Answered by each member in turn. Modified by each group.)





1. Have you read over these queries this morning to consider what you might have to offer touching on any of  them?


2.  What have you read, heard, or seen anything that might be helpful if communicated? Today’s IDEA Café?


3.  Who has failed or done well, and what were the causes? Today’s IDEA Café speaker?


4.   Can you think of anything at present in which members may be serviceable to mankind? To our city, state, or country?                                                                                         	To our friends & neighbors?


5.  Can the group or anyone in it do anything to be of assistance to you? Brainstorming or Discussion: IWWCW


6.  Is there any difficulty in matters of opinion, of justice, or injustice, which you would gladly have discussed at this time?


7.  Do you see anything amiss in the present customs or proceedings of our group which might be amended?


 


Sources: For More Information About Franklin and Adult-Learning Theory--


A. Ron & Susan Zemke, Training Magazine, “What We Know for Sure About Adult Learning,” June, 1995.


B. Malcolm Knowles, Self-Directed Learning—A Guide for Learners & Teachers,  Josey-Bass, 1975.


C. Raymond J. Wlodkowski, Enhancing Adult Motivation to Learn—A Comprehensive Guide for Teaching All Adults, Josey-Bass, 1999.


D. Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, Yale University Press, 2003. (Best annotated edition.)


E.  H.W. Brands, The First American—The Life and Times of Benjamin Franklin, Doubleday, 2000.


F.  PBS DVD Video, Benjamin Franklin—An Extraordinary Life. An Electric Mind., PBS 2002.


G. Ronald K Esplin,  MA Thesis, Franklin’s Colleagues and Their Club: the Junto in Philadelphia’s Golden Age. Univ. of VA, 1979. (Ask me for my condensation of this. John Wren)








� EF Schumacher  in his book Good Work (Harper & Row, 1979) defines the term Good Work: 1) Provides necessary and useful goods and services; 2) to enable every one of us to use and thereby perfect our gifts as good stewards; and 3) to do so in service to, and in cooperation with, others, so as to liberate ourselves from our inborn egocentricity.





