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Renew your 
membership 

for 2010! 
Membership form on back
$10 per household, $5 if on a fixed 

income and are due each Jan. 1 for the 
following calendar year.

Bulky Trash pickup: 311
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Stay in touch! Join the Merry Oaks Google Group! 
 http://groups.google.com/group/merry-oaks
 www.underoak.blogspot.com 
 www.neighborhoodlink.com/charlotte/merryoaks 
 www.merryview.blogspot.com for photos

2010 MONA CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 18 Thursday MONA General Meeting 
 7-9 p.m. Merry Oaks Elementary Media Center Room  

 (enter off Draper)
Calendar 
May 20 Board Meeting, 7p.m. 
May 22 Creek cleanup 9a.m.
June 17 Spring meeting 7p.m.
September 23  Board Meeting 7 p.m.
October16 Fall potluck/meeting
 Potluck starts at 6p.m. with short meeting at 7p.m.

Merry Oaks School News   

Congratulations to Nan Bloom, 
Merry Oaks Art teacher, 
who is Merry Oaks School 

Teacher of the Year!
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Merry Oaks Community
Cate’s Commentary  

I hope everyone has thawed after such a cold 
January. It will be nice to see neighbors out and 
about in the warmer months. In the past you have 
heard me expound on the virtues of attending 
neighborhood meetings, staying active within the 
neighborhood and taking on responsibility and 
leadership roles. I realize that not everyone has 
time to take on leadership roles because of work, 
raising children or any number of other reasons. 
However, I do encourage those of you who are not 
able to serve on our Board to get involved in other 
ways. How about the Food Bank at St. Andrew’s 
Church, volunteering at Merry Oaks School, 
keeping our Greenway beautiful by planting or 
cleaning up litter and attending a neighborhood 
meeting a few times a year. Our neighborhood is a 
wonderful place now, just think what it could be if 
more people stepped up and pitched in. 

Remember that we are a neighborhood 
association not a homeowners association. 
We want everyone to be involved, renters and 
homeowners alike.To keep informed, sign up on 
our Google group 

http://groups.google.com/group/merry-oaks and 
look for us on Facebook!

Treasurer Opening 
Our long time treasurer, Donna Peters, is 

resigning. Donna has taken care of our finances for 
12 years. She deserves a break! She has done an 
outstanding job and I cannot thank her enough. 

Please consider running for a position on the 
Board or stepping into the treasurer position. 
Serving the neighborhood is very rewarding and it 
allows you to get to know your neighbors.

Dues for 2010
As always, if you haven’t paid your yearly 

dues, please do so. It helps pay for the events the 
Neighborhood Association sponsors each year and 
also funds this newsletter. Dues can be mailed in 
or brought to a meeting. 

continued on page 3
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Dan Casutti
Retail Branch Manager
Eastway Drive Office

P.O. Box 31727
Charlotte, NC 28231-1727
704/338-4370 
Fax 704/568-3950Established 1898

Board Changes 
We were sad to see Richard Stenhouse and 

Pam Stenhouse move from the neighborhood 
and  wish them luck in their new home with more 
studio space for both of them. We thank them 
for their many years of service to MONA. Pam 
organized advertising and Richard was in charge of 
newsletter distribution for 11 years!  

Pam Sigg will now be handling advertising 
and Liz Primm and Scott Canup will manage the 
distribution of the newsletter. 

By Cate Martin 

Census 2010: Are We Ready To Stand 
Up And Be Counted?

The fancy tour van that publicized the 2010 
census has moved on. The politicians are gone, 
too. Soon, we’ll see if all the hoopla helps North 
Carolina avoid the embarrassment of the 2000 
census when 36 percent of households failed to 
reply.

I’m certain it will take more than a $340 million 
PR blitz and lofty speeches to inspire people to fill 

out census surveys in March.
It seems so simple.
10 questions.
10 minutes.
The results will better tell us who we are and 

how we’ve changed. We all know the city has 
changed since the 2000 census. The results will 
give us the statistics to back up the change we see 
happening in Charlotte everyday.

A host of speakers talked about the importance 
of filling out the form during the Jan. 4 census 
kickoff. Politicians harped about the importance 
of Charlotte getting its fair share of money. People 
representing minority populations emphasized the 
importance of fully reflecting the city’s growing 
diversity so no one is invisible or discounted.

“We are part of the community. We are living 
here. Definitely, we need to be counted,” said 
Cristina La Paz, executive director of Mi Casa Su 
Casa.

Ki-Hyun Chun implored Asian Americans to fill 
out the forms as well. He says more than 50,000 
Asian Americans live here. “Our children’s future 
is going to be jeopardized,” said Chun, founder 
of the Carolinas Asian American Chamber of 
Commerce. “We’ve got to participate.” Chun and 
La Paz said their organizations are poised to help 
with translation services and anything else people 
need complete the questionnaires.

The census determines the number of 
representatives we have in Washington and many 
other benefits to citizens so it is VERY important 
that you return your census form as soon as you 
get it. 

By Tonya Jameson
Excerpted from original post on www.

crossroadscharlotte.org with permission..

continued from page 2
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continued on page 5

Running Group
Thursday mornings at 6 a.m. at traffic circle. A 

3.1 mile route:  From the circle on Draper past the 
school, left onto Arnold; right onto Farmington; 
left onto Arnold. Left onto Merry Oaks; right onto 
Draper; right onto Graybark,; right onto Arnold; 
right onto Merry Oaks past the circle; right through 
the Woodmere Condos parking lot to Flynnwood; 
right onto Flynnwood. 

Merry Oaks School and Rec. Center also has 
a measured trail through the woods. Look for the 
markers in the sidewalk. 

Art
One of our neighborhood artists, Rebecca Jones, 

has a display in the Hertz Tower windows. The 
theme is “Life of the City Dog”, and brings aware-
ness of the hardships and the advantages of the city 
dog’s life. 

The window display is located Uptown on 6th 
Street across from the library,  has two mobiles 
which include some of our neighborhood dogs. 
You will see the two German Shepherds that were 
rescued on our Greenway, Apollo chasing a cat, 
Julio taking a bath and a few others of our neigh-
borhood four legged friends. 

If you are interested in a grant for a window 
display, go to the McColl Center Website for more 
details. Just another reason we live in such a cool 
neighborhood.  Go check it out!

By Cate Martin
 

Living in Merry Oaks

Hours: Mon., Tues., Fri., Sat.:  10-6; Sun.: 1-5

“You know ....... “  nicely. 
In 1952, newlyweds Jake and Edna Carpenter 

moved into their brand new Merry Oaks Road 
home. Thirty-two years later we bought our first 
house next door to Edna, whose two children were 
launched and whose husband had passed away. 
We were clueless new home owners: no kids yet,   
focused on building our careers, taking trips, riding 
our bicycles. 

Edna  seemed old to me in 1984 (she was 
exactly the age I am now). But she loved working 
outside, so we soon became friends. She had the 
most amazing, huge perennial Impatiens, which 
I have not been able to find anywhere since. Our 
conversations always began with polite chit-chat 
then, inevitably, she would look around and say: 
“You know..... . if you don’t clean the pollen from 
your gutters your roof might leak, “ or “You know, 
your car tires on the grass will create big muddy 
ruts, kill the grass  and damage the tree roots,” or  
“You know, you don’t have to bag those leaves, 
just rake ‘em onto your natural areas” or  “You 
know, burglars hide behind untrimmed hedges.”

The thing is,  we loved hearing those tips from 
Edna. Somehow she taught us to be responsible 
property owners, in no uncertain terms, but always 
with grace, tact and love. 

Edna often repeated the story of how our son 
Kevin ran over the day his brother Ben was born 
and excitedly told her “The baby came out!”  I 
don’t think she ever used a clothes dryer, and 
to this day I think of Edna every time I use our 
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Austin Seagrave
 
E-mail: austin@austinseagrave.com

Your neighborhood Realtor at : 
1909 Arnold Drive
704-840-6562

continued from page 4
backyard clothesline. Seems like just last week 
when 5-year-old Kevin (now a 24-year-old 
mechanical engineer) looked out his bedroom 
window one morning and exclaimed: “It must 
be Saturday! Edna’s underwear is hanging out!”  
In 1996 we sold the Merry Oaks Road house to 
Kathy and moved to our home on Flynnwood. A 
few years later when Kathy put the house on the 
market, she listed Edna as an amenity.

But back to grace, tact and love. About 13 years 
ago, I and a few others realized our neighborhood 
was in serious decline. The original owners 
were moving out and their houses were being 
snatched up by absentee “investors” who let them 
deteriorate. Our infrastructure was crumbling. The 
City didn’t even know we existed. We weren’t part 
of Plaza-Midwood, which got lots of attention. 
The massive Park Apartments, built in the early 
1970s, had cut our neighborhood  off from County 
Club. We were a small bunch of small homes 
with no identity or neighborhood cohesion. We 
decided to change that, and thus the Merry Oaks 
Neighborhood Association (MONA) was born. 
As a direct result of our activism, we now have: 
the greenway, bridge and connector trail to Plaza-
Midwood, street trees, the Merry Oaks campus 
park and trail, sidewalks on almost all our streets, 
curbs and gutters, the traffic circle, non-glare street 
lights, speed bumps, the Central Avenue trees 
and streetscape, the brick wall on Central at Briar 
Creek Road, Merry Oaks Neighborhood signs, 
and other unseen but essential improvements like 
storm water drainage. 

If you’re new, you rightfully take these things 
for granted. But none of them would have 
happened without MONA. Merry Oaks is now a 

choice neighborhood for young adults. Artists love 
it here. Children abound. You know how it is after 
you paint inside your house? You’re obsessively 
protective of the paint job, watching to make sure 
no one chips the new paint. Or after you clean out 
your car, you won’t let your passengers   toss their 
garbage into the back seat.

That’s how I am with the neighborhood. When 
I see a car illegally parked with its wheels on the 
planting strip,   I think of how hard we worked to 
get the curbs, grass and pretty street trees in the 
public right-of-way. When someone trashes the 
greenway  I remember all the weekends I spent 
convincing the flood-prone property owners to 
sell their land to the County, and I remember all 
the poison ivy rashes I got while bushwhacking 
the route. When I see a speeding car, I think of 
how hard we worked to make Merry Oaks safe for 
children. 

Two years ago, Edna Carpenter moved out 
of her Merry Oaks Road house to live near her 
daughter in Shelby, and last month she passed 
away at age 82.

A few years back, a Merry Oaks resident 
famously referred to me as  “Nosey Nancy”. I 
don’t think she meant it as a compliment. Edna 
Carpenter was nosey too, but we loved and 
appreciated that about her. I wish I had paid better 
attention to how she did it. Mostly, though, I wish 
I had told her.

 By Nancy Pierce 
 

Code Enforcement
It is illegal to park your vehicle on your grass. 

Only driveway surfaces such as concrete, gravel, 
black top or other hard surfaces are acceptable 
for parking in the City of Charlotte. The fine is 
$25 per vehicle in violation. After 3 citations your 
vehicle will be towed at your expense.

Other code violations include parking on the 
sidewalks, high grass, trash cans left out at the 
curb after trash day and bulky items not on trash 
day or not scheduled for pick-up.

Taking care of your property is one of the most 
important things you can do to protect your prop-
erty value and improve the quality of life in the 
neighborhood. 

continued on page 6
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We strongly encourage all residents to show 
respect for their neighborhood by maintaining their 
property and reporting Code and Zoning violations 
to 311. By reporting violations you can help pro-
tect your investment, improve the aesthetics of the 
community and combat unscrupulous real estate 
investors.

By Cate Martin

 Do you see all the trash beside the roads and the 
freeway exits? Much of it resulted from unbagged 
trash being put into roll out containers. Please do 
not put loose trash in your roll out; it is against city 
code and creates litter which ultimately ends up in 
our creeks and the Catawba River. 

By Nancy Pierce 

Merry Oaks School and Recreation 
Center

This fall all types of volunteer opportunities 
cropped up at Merry Oaks (MOE).  Eastover 
Elementary held a book drive for MOE and 
volunteers put on their elf hats and went to work 
in the wrapping department. Some books were 
delivered by staff to doorsteps for wrapping, while 
some were wrapped assembly line style at the 
school. These donations allowed each child to go 
home for the holidays with a wrapped book. 

Another example grew from MOE parent 
concerns their children would not have adequate 
food over the holiday break. A request for help 
came through the neighborhood Google Group and 
a stockpile of canned goods and non-perishables 
grew.  St. Andrews Episcopal Church had a 
holiday luncheon for some of the children in 
need spreading smiles and filling tummies. City 
Councilperson Patsy Kinsey has also gathered and 
delivered food to the school. 

If your 2010 resolution was to do some 
volunteering, opportunities exist in our own 
backyard. This can involve anything from 
donations to one shots to a regularly scheduled 
opportunity. The staff is so appreciative and 
friendly and the help is much needed. Currently 
MOE has requested help with their mail delivery 
about 30 minutes a day. In addition, the makeshift 

food bank is again in need of restocking and a 
core group is being sought to create a strong and 
effective PTA board. 

In order to volunteer at the school during 
school hours, you need to register with Charlotte 
Mecklenburg Schools which can be done online. 
It is a very simple form which involves basic 
information. Go to https://www.cmsvolunteers.
com. If this is of interest to you, or you would 
like to volunteer/help/donate in other ways, please 
contact Gabriella Giammarresi at g.giammarresi@
cms.k12.nc.us or call at 980/343-6422. 

Link your Harris Teeter card to Merry Oaks 
Elementary (school number 1927) either online 
at harristeeter.com or at the managers counter 
when you are shopping. HT contributes substantial 
amounts to schools. It is fast and easy. 

Merry Oaks Elementary is also a Park and Rec 
Recreation Center and currently basketball and 
cheerleading are underway. Sign ups for baseball 
will begin in late February/early March. An Easter 
egg hunt for the community is being planned. For 
more information on Parks and Rec activities at the 
school, contact Clarence Johnson at 704-569-1496 
or Clarence.Johnson@MecklenburgCountyNC.gov 

By Kim Entrekin
continued on page 7

continued from page 5
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Who To Call

Listed below are nearby tradespersons who were 
either recommended by your neighbors or who 
have indicated they would like our business.  
Shopping locally saves gas and time as well as 
helping keep east Charlotte vibrant and booming.
MONA does not warranty quality of workmanship 
of any of the listed businesses and any transaction 
that you may make with listed them is solely be-
tween you and them. The list is published only for 
your convenience. Support our advertisers! 
(Recommended by is in parentheses).
 
Antiques
1510 Antiques and Consignments.  
1510 Central Ave. Www.1510~antiques.com 
704-342-9005

Auto Inspection 
Auto Inspector. 2826 Central Ave. at Briar 
Creek bridge. 704-375-7133. Fast and close by. 
(N.Krewson)

Benz Automotive, 4001 Monroe Rd. 704-333-
1200. Inspections and repairs.

Auto Tires
Perley Tire & Service Center, 2925 Eastway Dr. 
704 531 8095. Goodyear, Dunlop and Republic 
tires plus other services. No inspections. 

Kelly Tire. 3350 Central. Plaza Midwood

Bank
First Citizens Bank, Eastway. 704-338-4370

Computers
Personal computer software/hardware consulting, 
set up, troubleshooting, networking,etc. Mac or 
PC. Kevin Shaver 704-974-9493,  
kpshaver@gmail.com (Nancy Pierce, his mom) 

Churches
St. Andrews Episcopal. www.standrewscharlot-
tenc.org. 704-537-0370 

Exterminators
Black Pest Control. 704-522-9222  
(Kellie Finewood)

Superior Pest Management, ( Rebecca Jones). “re-
ally nice, children, pet and environmentally con-
scious.”)

Critter Control,  Larger animals and chimney caps 
704-531-2241

Government
Call 311 for any questions  or www.charmeck.org 

Home Improvement
Sheridan Mechanical. Licensed, bonded, insured 
A/C, electrical, motion lights, fans. 704-641-4173

Avian Electric. Tom Sanders, licensed, bonded. 
Resident. 704-315-8128

Weber Electric. David Weber. Resident. Licensed, 
insured  electrical, cable, phone wiring.  
704-737-7833 

Mark Bloom. Licensed plumbing and gas services. 
704-408-3659. (Nancy Pierce)

Mac McDonald. 704-231-4896. Handyman. 
(D.Slavich)

Melvin Johnson, 704-737-0331. Fix dryers, etc. 
(TTK )

Norman Sellers 704-496-1130, carpentry, painting, 
roofs

Pinnacle Roofing,   Owner Ben Cannon 704-622-
6076 (Commonwealth Park N.A.)

Joel Gillette, Rec. Roofer and decks. 704-531-
2261 Tracie of CPNA)

Jewelry
Patty Perkins - Custom jewelry design and cos-
tume jewelry repair - www.ThePrincessBeads.com

continued from page 6
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Lawn and Garden  
Old Geezer Gardening. Steve Barnes,  
JWilliams1003@carolina.rr.com 980-254-1337 
(D. Slavich. and Cate Martin)

Paul Peters. Resident. Tree banding and mowing. 
704-575-6100

Ace’s Lawn Care, ask for Jose. Mow, etc. plus gut-
ters. 704-493-0187

Pet Sitting
Kim and Michael Entrekin. 704-905-5806. 
(M.O.resident)
Rebecca Jones. C:704-516-6882 or  
H:704-532-9875 (M.O. resident)
Both of the above persons can water plants, and 
gather mail or newspapers.

MONA
Call any MONA Board Member listed on the back 
of this newsletter with questions/suggestions about 
your neighborhood association.
To place an ad, contact Pam Sigg, 704 -535-1051

Pharmacy
Medicine Center Pharmacy, 2516 Central Ave., 
Pharmacist Tom McCall is a long-term supporter 
of MONA. 704-344-6494. Prescriptions, Medi-
care, supplies.

Real Estate
Savvy and Company Real Estate. www.savvyand-
company.com or on Twitter as @LexieLongstreet. 
704-560-4604

Austin Seagrave Realty. www.austinseagrave.com. 
704-840-6562

Merry Oaks Real Estate Roundup
Looking back on 2009 will always be a very 

bleak year for real estate. We saw the market grow 
glutted with properties as sellers who wanted to 
move up or down, could not sell their homes, with 
too few buyers coming into the market. 

Merry Oaks was not immune to the pain but 
perhaps suffered less than some of the other 
nearby neighborhoods like Midwood. The average 
price per square foot in 2009 dropped to $134.48 a 
square foot from 2008’s high of $151.72 a sq. ft.   

Ten sales comprised this 11.37% drop. This was 
in the middle range of depreciation as neighbor-
hoods like Dilworth saw a 14.12 % drop. Mid-
wood saw a 9.97 % drop with 62 total sales.

Nearby neighborhoods like Commonwealth 
Park and Medford Acres are also feeling the im-
pact as buyers are finding bargains in Midwood. 
Merry Oaks has not suffered from a huge number 
of foreclosures or distressed sales (although we 
did have a couple) but for the most part the sellers 
were in control of the sale and their decisions to 
lower their prices still netted them a profit.  

That brings us to preparing for the upcoming 
spring market. If you are considering putting your 
home up for sale in the coming months my best 
advice is to get your home in as perfect condition 

as possible. Caulk, paint, clean, repair, shine and 
stage. Start with the easy fixes like paint and land-
scaping, and de-cluttering. Then dig in deep and 
really clean every surface - Exterior and Interior: 
windows, siding, baseboards and tile. Then stage 
your furniture and accessories to make your home 
appeal to the most btuyers. Keep in mind there 
are only a few buyers and your first impression is 
the only one you get. They are quickly knocking 
homes off their list and if you want to get on the 
list, you must have great pictures for the Internet, 
and you must meet their expectations when they 
walk in the door. 

On the same note, please encourage your friends 
and co-workers to consider a home purchase. 
Merry Oaks is very attractive to first time buy-
ers and they stand to benefit the most as they can 
take advantage of the $8000 Federal Tax Credit. 
First time buyers must put the home under con-
tract prior to April 30th 2010, so they have to get a 
move on. No one anticipates the government 

extending or renewing this credit a second time.  
So tell your friends what a great neighborhood 
Merry Oaks is!  

By Lexie Longstreet

% % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % % %  % % % % % % % % % % % % % %
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Merry Oaks Environment
Winter Wonders   

The winter of 2010 has arrived with a 
vengeance, bringing us temperatures well below 
normal for Charlotte. While we take measures to 
winterize our homes, protect water pipes from 
freezing and bundle up just to go outside my 
thoughts turn to the wildlife. I am always amazed 
at the resilience of nature and the ability of the 
littlest birds to survive cold nights dipping into 
the teens.Birds are warm blooded. This means 
that they maintain their body temperature within 
a certain range even when the temperature around 
them changes. Keeping body temperature within 
a normal range depends on the amount of heat 
the bird produces and the way it conserves heat. 
On cold, wintry days, most birds fluff up their 
feathers, creating air pockets that help keep the 
birds warm. The more air spaces, the better the 
insulation. Some birds will even perch on one leg, 
drawing the other leg into the breast feathers for 
warmth. Shivering is used by almost all birds for 
warmth and is the main way birds increase their 
body temperature while at rest. Shivering produces 
heat for the short term but uses large amounts of 
energy that must be replaced soon. Providing the 
birds with a good source of high energy food like 
suet and black oil sunflower seeds will help them 
cope with the stress of the cold.

Just as important as the food is keeping clean, 
thawed water available. You will be surprised how 
many birds will be attracted to your yard in winter 
if you have one of the only open water sources 
available. Typically I take a pot of warm water out 
to the frozen bird baths in the morning and try to 
remove all the ice I can each day. This can be quite 
a chilly chore on those cold mornings but your 
reward will be some great looks at very thirsty 
birds. You can also purchase a birdbath heater 
from your local nature shop that will help keep the 

water thawed. 
Another backyard visitor that you can get a 

close up view of in winter is one of our resident 
Cooper’s hawks. Anytime a large group of 
song birds congregate in one area the attention 
of predators is inevitable. Some folks may be 
disturbed by a hawk catching a small bird but keep 
in mind they need to eat too. Think of it as nature’s 
grand plan taking place right in your backyard.

Some of you may remember the Great Horned 
Owls that nested in our neighborhood at this 
time last year. It looks like they have moved to 
another location for this nesting season, possibly 
in nearby Kilborne Park. This is normal behavior 
for this species. They will typically stay in roughly 
the same area year to year but will often change 
nesting locations.

The days are gradually getting longer as we 
approach spring. Before you know it we will 
be planning this year’s garden while thumbing 
through seed catalogs anxiously awaiting the 
return of the spring warblers.

Enjoy!
Tom Sanders  

Coopers Hawk



10

Garden Calendar
January:  clean up sticks and old stalks, let leaves 
in flower beds remain as mulch.
Plant new trees and bushes while they are dormant. 
Trim hedges, remove dead branches, but do not 
prune spring flowering bushes such as forsythia 
or azaleas until after they bloom. Dig up any 
weeds in lawns. Plan your spring garden and scout 
catalogues for seeds/plants. 

February/March:  Prune roses. Continue cleanup 
that you put off in January. Remove any diseased 
leaves from ground. Consider planting early 
garden veggies if ground not too wet. Collards and 
sweet peas can take a little frost or you can cover 
them during cold snaps. Charlotte has had snow 
as late as March. Take the mower in for blade 
sharpening and tuneup or change the spark plug 
and oil yourself. Start tender plants 6 weeks before 
last frost date (April 2 is average last frost, give 
or take 10 days) in small pots or trays on a sunny 
windowsill .

April/May:  Full speed ahead!  After soil warms, 
almost anything can be planted outside in late 
April. If soil is cold, wait a bit before direct 
sowing seeds. Root crops such as radishes, turnips, 
carrots don’t do very well in our clayey soil.. 
Herbs, tomatoes, peppers, beans, peas, lettuce and 
other leafy veggies do well. A fenced garden is 
almost a must due to our native rabbits.

Winter and spring collide frequently in Merry Oaks back 
yards because of the fickle Charlotte weather. This photo of 
daffodils was taken on Jan. 31 after a storm dumped 2 to 3 
inches of snow and sleet.
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Neighborhood 
Association

Dentist Dr. Michael Berglass, owner of rezoned 
property at 3410 Central Avenue , hopes to have 
his family dentistry practice open by spring.

The former Renfrow property, 8.9 acres across 
Briar Creek Road from Central Avenue, is being 
held after foreclosure by New Dominion Bank. 
Bank spokesman says there is an interested 
purchaser but he can’t reveal who. The orange-
ribbon wrapped trees are part of the land survey 
process. Basically,  the potential buyer  is 
ascertaining how many trees would have to be 
saved under the City Tree Save ordinance (not 
many). The property is zoned for apartments. 
Given the current economic situation, development 
is unlikely any time soon. 

The developer of the Vyne on Central at 
Briar Creek is out of business, like many other 
developers. Underground infrastructure is in for 
Phase Two (you can see the pipes) but plans for 
Phase Two are off. 

Some Merry Oaks homes on Cosby back up 
to the Birchcroft Apartments on Central Avenue. 
In October of 2008 Birchcroft was sold to a real 
estate investment group identified by property 
management as “Alpha Atlantic Company” in 
Florida. It is being managed by LoMax properties 
in Greensboro (336-275-6212)   Office manager on 
site during business hours is Kim @ 704 536 3520. 

Streetcar Update 
The City of Charlotte’s Engineering and 

Property Management Dept. and CATS hosted 
a public meeting November 24, 2009 to discuss 
project related material for the Charlotte streetcar 
proposed in the 2025 Corridor System plan. 

The engineers expect to be at the 30% mark of 
preliminary planning by Fall of 2010. It requires 
looking at utilities, stops, and a maintenance 
facility. Engineers are trying to position the 
project for federal funding and determine how to 
minimize impact of construction. They stated that 

Advocacy and Updates 
a discussed north corridor does not meet federal 
funding requirements.

Streetcars would be larger than a bus, smaller 
than a rail car. A packed bus carries about 
60 persons, whereas a streetcar could carry 
approximately 100. Having streetcars is an 
economic benefit to CATS as rather than 3 drivers, 
a streetcar would only require 1 driver. There 
would be 3 seats across as many people would 
stand since most would ride streetcar only short 
distances.

The entire route for all lines would be about 10 
miles, have 34 stops. The cars would hook up with 
transportation centers, including the future Amtrak 
and have a variety of destinations; educational 
(such as CPCC, UNCC, Presby Hosp., Kings Dr.), 
retail, businesses, hotels. 

The portion of the routes nearest us (Central/
Hawthorne Corridor) would have stops at 
Hawthorne Lane, the Plaza area, Veterans Park, 
Morningside Drive, Arnold Drive, Briar Creek 
Road, Eastway Crossing, Sheridan Drive, Darby 
Acres, Landsdale/Rosehaven Drive, Winterfield 
Place and the Eastland Transit Center. In Feb, 2010 
they will be discussing stops at a public meeting 
and in the summer of 2010 at a  charette.   

In a separate development, City Council voted 
Jan. 25 to apply for a recently announced federal 
grant for 1.5 miles of streetcar service serving 
Presbyterian Hospital, Elizabeth Ave, CPCC and 
UNCC’s new campus. There is no guarantee that 
the grant will be awarded but Council is optimistic. 
If granted, construction would begin within 18 
months and 3 trolleys that the City already owns 
would be used.
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Join the Merry Oaks Neighborhood Association
Name(s): ...................................................................................................................................................
Address: ....................................................................................................................................................
Phone: .................................................... E-mail address: ................................................................
Area of interest/concern: .......................................................................................................................                        

 Dues are $10 per household per year. Make checks payable to MONA.
 MAIL WITH YOUR CHECK TO:
 MONA Dues
  P.O. Box 18131
 Charlotte, NC 28218-0131

Please send in your dues! We need $$$ to continue our work on your behalf.

% % % % % % %

Income
 Newsletter Advertising 8,743.50

 1999-2008 Member dues 3,021.00
 2009 Membership dues 305.00
 2010 Membership dues 40.00
 
 Contributions Income
  Restricted 560.00
  Unrestricted 1,340.00
 Grants 637.50
 Uncategorized Income 1,426.67

Total Income 16,978.67

Expenses
 Office supplies 650.41
 Postage and Delivery 401.97
 Printing/reproduction 10,696.68
 Supplies 297.13
 Program expense 444.00
 Contributions 61.45
 Dues & Subscriptions 75.00
 Bank Fees 131.00
 Bank Service Charges 81.00
 Neighborhood Improvement Proj. 842.50
 Total Expense 13,681.14

NET INCOME $3,297.53t

(does not include current newsletter or expenses)

Merry Oaks Neighborhood Association Financial Statement
   through Jan. 26, 2010

Cate Martin
President
704-535-3501
cate1868@yahoo.com

Tom Poston
Outgoing President
704-567-0020
tom@tranquility-base.us
 
Donna Howard Peters
Treasurer
704-563-1422
dhowardpeters@carolina.rr.com

Scott Canup
Newsletter distribution

Nancy Krewson
Webmaster
704-567-0709
nkrewson@earthlink.net

Nancy Pierce
Neighborhood Advocate
704-535-7409
nancypierce@carolina.rr.com

Liz Primm
ekprimm@gmail.com
Newsletter distribution

Russell Ferguson
Board Member
russell.fergusson@gmail.com

MONA Board & Volunteers
Carol Herrington
Newsletter Layout
704-563-0288
robcar1823us@yahoo.com

Pam Sigg
Advertising
704-535-1051
psigg@carolina.rr.com

Andria Krewson
Board Member
704-567-0709t
akrewson45c@mac.com


