
Ward VI Back-to-Basics Grants 
RFP Cover Sheet

     
If your neighborhood association is interested in applying for Back-to-Basics funding for next fiscal 
year (beginning July 1, 2006) please send any applicable information and this coversheet to the Ward 
VI Council Office by May 1, 2006.   
 
Awards will be announced by June 30, 2006.  
 
Neighborhood 

Association 
Thunderbird Heights/Wilmot Desert Estates 

Contact Name Rich Fedele, Fred Thompson 

Contact Phone 
# 

RF:  584-1191         FT: 790-5469 

Project Type: 
(e.g. traffic mitigation, 

parks, lighting, 
sidewalks) 

Traffic mitigation 

Brief Project 
Description 
(Please attach any 

additional information 
that may be helpful in 

the award process) 

Our neighborhood is caught between Speedway and 5th just west of Wilmot.  Our wide and 
straight streets are used as alternate routes to avoid the Wilmot/Speedway intersection and 
the 5th/Wilmot intersection.  We have high speed traffic during peak drive hours and 
continuous non-neighborhood traffic regardless of the time of day.  The Mitman 
neighborhood to the west has installed traffic circles, speed humps and additional stop 
signs.  THWDE seeks to the do the same.   
The proposal is to install traffic circles at Rosewood/Alamo, Sonoita/2nd, and Sahuara/2nd.  
Ruston/4th should have three-way stop signage.  Also requested is a median traffic island 
on Alamo immediately north of 4th. 

Award Amount 
Requested 

$12,000 

Other Funding 
Sources: 

Please list awarded & 
pending applications 

 

 

 
 

This coversheet and other applicable information can be sent to: 
Ward VI Council Office 

Attn: Monique 
3202 E First Street 
Tucson, AZ 85716 

Or via email:  monique.martin@tucsonaz.gov 

mailto:monique.martin@tucsonaz.gov
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Proposal for Back to Basics Funding:  Thunderbird Heights/Wilmot Desert Estates 
Neighborhood Association 

May 2006 
 

Our neighborhood is caught between Speedway and 5th  and lies just west of Wilmot.  Our wide and 
straight streets are used as alternate routes to avoid the Wilmot/Speedway intersection and the 
5th/Wilmot intersection.  We have high speed traffic during peak commute hours and continuous 
non-neighborhood traffic regardless of the time of day.  The Mitman neighborhood to the west has 
installed traffic circles, speed humps and additional stop signs.  THWDE seeks to the do the same.  
 
The proposal is to install traffic circles at Rosewood/Alamo, Sonoita/2nd, and Sahuara/2nd.  
Ruston/4th should have three-way stop signage.  Also requested is a median traffic island on Alamo 
immediately north of 4th. 
 
October, 2004, the City of Tucson conducted a traffic count in the THWDE and Mitman 
neighborhoods.  The results of that count are found below.  THWDE also circulated a traffic survey 
to better understand how neighbors perceive the traffic situation in the neighborhood.  A traffic 
mitigation committee formed and met in order to analyze the traffic count results and prioritize the 
responses to the traffic survey.  The traffic survey had 52 responses.   
 
When the traffic survey responses were plotted against a map of the neighborhood, it became clear 
that the surveys from residents living on interior, non-through streets did not perceive traffic to be a 
problem, whereas residents living on the through north-south streets (Alamo, Sonoita, Sahuara) and 
the main east-west street (Rosewood) perceive traffic to be a major problem.  
 
The Wilmot and Speedway intersection is one of the busiest intersections in Tucson.  5th Street and 
Wilmot also has substantial traffic flow.  As a result, our neighborhood streets are frequently used as 
40mph shortcuts between Speedway and 5th street, and between Wilmot and Craycroft.  
 
This traffic is a safety concern. Our residents can be seen morning and evening walking, jogging and 
biking our streets for exercise.  We have an increasing number of young families with children 
moving into the neighborhood.  Sewell Elementary is within easy walking distance.  Most of our 
streets do not have sidewalks therefore all the above activity happens along the edges of the streets.  
High speed, frequent traffic is a threat to safety. 
 
 
Pg 3,4 City of Tucson Traffic Count 
Pg 5  Traffic survey questionnaire sent to residents 
Pg 6 Analysis of Questionnaire results 
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Results from Neighborhood Questionnaire about Traffic 
1 = Not a problem/low interest …… 5 = Definitely a problem/high interest 
 
Q2 1 2 3 4 5  Q3 1 2 3 4 5 
Traffic Volume 13 6 4 9 17  Speed Bumps 10 4 1 4 16
Traffic Speed 9 6 3 10 24   Speed Tables Speed Tables 8 8 2 2 3 3 77 1212
Running Stop 
signs 
Running Stop 
signs 11 11 6 6 11 11 6 6 1919   Traffic Circles Traffic Circles 6 6 2 2 2 2 55 2121
Traffic Noise Traffic Noise 10 10 8 8 10 10 8 8 1010   Curb Extensions Curb Extensions 10 10 2 2 5 5 11 1414
Cut Through 
Traffic 
Cut Through 
Traffic 10 10 8 8 5 5 4 4 2323   

Partial Street 
Closures 
Partial Street 
Closures 12 12 3 3 1 1 33 1414

TOTALS TOTALS 53 53 34 34 33 33 37 37 9393   
Small Median 
Islands 
Small Median 
Islands 13 13 3 3 2 2 44 1818

       TOTALS 59 16 14 24 95
 
        High Speed               High Traffic                    Normal 
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