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BURGLARY PREVENTION

I. Burglary Definition and General Stats:

To unlawfully enter or remain in a dwelling/building with intent to commit a crime therein, usually theft;
A) One occurs on average every 11 seconds across the U.S.

B) The South has the highest percentage of burglaries with 42% of all reported.

C) 60% occur during the daytime hours

D) Average loss per resident $1,500.00

E) Time of year:

1) July has the highest recorded number

2) February has the least (fewest days)

F) Method:

1) 72% were by forced entry

2) 28 % were by unlawful entry (no force)

II. Burglar Types

A) Professional:  These are the least likely, but always possible. They are characterized by extreme stealth and caution. The victim may be totally unaware that the burglary occurred until an item is noticed missing.

B) Semi-professional:  “Casers” the location. They are likely to case a target for a week or more. Alarms are unlikely to deter and they are in and out very quickly. Solicitor impersonators may fall into this category.

C) Amateurs/Juveniles:  Cases a target only hours or minutes, if at all.  

They are generally the most dangerous, most common and most unpredictable. They include drug/alcohol abusers, teens and gang members.  They are typically very sloppy and non-specific in what property is taken.

D) Common Denominator: OPPORTUNISTS!  All will take advantage of           an easy target. 

III. Police Measures in Deterring/Apprehending Offenders

A) Community Involvement/Awareness:  Be cognizant of your surroundings and report unusual activity immediately.

B) Persistent and Consistent Patrol:  Zero tolerance for minor infractions, early intervention for juvenile offenders.

C) Cooperation between local municipalities relaying information in regard to suspect activity and trends.

D) Providing Technical Services upon the commission of a crime including; fingerprints, photographs, trace evidence, etc.

E) Pawn Database:  Only valuable if owner has serial numbers of property stolen.

F) Consistent problem areas may prompt saturation patrols, stakeout, etc.

IV. Individual Measures 

A) Protect Yourself First:  Deadly force is warranted only to protect yourself or a third party from an imminent threat of serious bodily injury or deadly force.  There is no duty to retreat from your own home; however the rules above still apply.

B) Minimize Opportunities and Vulnerabilities:  Evaluate your home and activities; where/when are you vulnerable? 

C) Ensure your house number is plainly visible on your mailbox and/or residence.  

D) Consider timers for lights, TVs, and/or radios.  Keep the perimeter of your home well lit and eliminate shrubbery that may camouflage an access point.  

E) Always lock your windows and doors, even for short trips.  At least a one-inch throw is recommended for deadbolts, and spring style locks are recommended for windows.  Consider re-enforcing sliding glass doors with a wedge lock that is exact in length.

F) Photograph and document valuables’ serial numbers, possibly engrave or scribe your initials if feasible.  Jewelry and cash should be well hidden and locked away.  

G) Alarms:  Alarms are an excellent deterrent if properly installed, advertised and utilized.   If an alarm company is used, test the alarm frequently for response/activation time.  Please notify the Police upon doing so.  In apartments, a low cost, audible alarm usually is sufficient due to the close proximity of neighbors.

H) Elderly/Handicapped Citizens:  Consider a removable placard instead of a permanent tag.  Avoid AAA, AARP stickers on your 

vehicle, these can easily be kept in your glove box for display

      when needed thereby reducing vulnerability.                                                               

I) Mail and Correspondence:  ALWAYS arrange for mail and newspapers to be picked up while you are away.  Avoid leaving notes on your door for maintenance, UPS, Cleaners, friends/relatives etc.  This is an easy indicator for an opportunist

J) Marked Parking:  Assigned parking is viewed as a necessary arrangement in multi-unit dwellings such as apartments and condominiums; however this also poses a quick indicator for which apartments are likely to be vacant.  Consider coded placards, or develop an honor system with your neighbors to eliminate this vulnerability.

K) Consider an automated answering machine that provides no presumptions as to the occupants of a particular dwelling.

V. In Case of Suspected Burglary

A) Do not enter your home. Immediately call 911 via a cellular or a neighbor’s phone.  Answer all the questions posed by the dispatcher and remain on the line until you are told to hang up

B) If at home, dial 911 ASAP, retreat if possible and protect yourself/family if warranted.

C) If you suspect your neighbor is being burglarized, dial 911 immediately and provide the best information possible in regard to the suspect(s) (physical, clothing, vehicle, tool/weapon observed, vehicle, tag number if possible)

VI. Other Notes and Precautions

A) Always lock-up your vehicles and remove any valuables from within.  Consider an anti-theft system such as the club, car alarm etc.  Do not forget the same applies to boats, trailers, motor-homes motorcycles and other recreational equipment.

B) Take special care of lawn equipment and other high value outdoor equipment such as pressure washers, bicycles, etc. 
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