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November 3, 2009 

 

Nisha Marques Lynch Modica 

1735 Mast Drive #D 

Baton Rouge, LA 70820 

 

Dear Miss Modica, 

 

On behalf of the organization, allow me to introduce to you Grassroots Society for Residential Involvement.  We are a 

non-profit, faith-based civic organization working throughout Baton Rouge.   

 

Our current focus is Gardere, and more specifically, the South Highland Industrial Park sub-division, which is comprised 

of such streets as Port Drive, Mast Drive, Starboard Drive and Stern Avenue.  You have received this letter because you 

own, or manage, property on one of these streets.   

 

The objective of this letter is to inform all landowners and managers in SHIP that we are endeavoring to network 

resources and bring about a change in the community.  I am sure you are aware of the present condition of the area and it 

will take every property owner and manager to make the necessary changes.  We are working with the Department of 

Public Works to restore curbs, install sidewalks, clear blocked drains and cover open culverts.   

 

We are asking that you take the time to assess your property and your buildings.   Overgrown lots and blighted buildings 

will no longer be tolerated.  Volunteer crews have come in and picked up litter on your streets and have turned in several 

work orders for DPW.  We are doing what we can, yet it is up to you to paint, repair and clean-up your property, should 

those things be necessary.   

 

For more information on our organization and efforts to bring urban renewal to Gardere, you can visit our website or e-

mail us.  On our site, you will find a link to The Gardere Network, the current effort to network online.  You will also be 

able to download Project Gardere: Revitalizing the Community, our Plan of Action for Gardere.  We have submitted this 

publication to the Baton Rouge Office of Neighborhoods, District 3, the Mayor’s Office and Governor Jindal.  Fulfilling 

this Plan of Action will not only provide a safe neighborhood, but will also increase property values accordingly. 

 

I am enclosing the Fall 2009 edition of the SHIP newsletter to better inform you of some of the work being done there.  

Please feel free to contact us with any questions or comments.  On behalf of the organization, let me say “thank you”. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

John B. Austin, ORDM 

Executive Director, Grassroots-BR 
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Enclosures 


