
MITCHELL PARK WEST NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
Tempe, Arizona

BOARD MEETING MINUTES: Saturday, May 9, 2009. 10 am, Ramada at Mitchell Park

Board Members: Kirby Spitler (KS), Joe Gibbs (JG), Mark Lymer (ML), Pat Konomos (PK), Ira 
Domsky (ID), Scott Seibel (SS), Monica Wadsworth-Seibel (MW), Carol Sparks (CS), Billy 
Gawrych (BG), David Saar (DS),  Ira Domsky, Interim Chair
 
Residents and Guests:
Mac McGinn (MM)

CALL TO ORDER OF SPECIAL MEETING:

APPROVE MINUTES OF LAST MEETING: approved no corrections
ANNOUNCEMENTS - none

CONTINUING ITEMS

2008/9 Neighborhood Grant, Community Garden, grant application due May 18
-Sub-committee: Scott Seibel, Board Member, Mark Lymer -Committee 

Chair, Jackie Jaap - Committee Co-Chair (MPENA)
-Presentation of the proposed Grant Application by Mark Lymer. Request 

for ‘conditional approval to wait for next regular Board Meeting May 14. 

NEW TOPICS

Mitchell Park – Basketball Court lighting, Sub-Committee to the Board: ‘Park Liaison’ 
Board members; Kirby Spitler and  Penny Wilson. resident; Mac McGinn

Discussion : 

KS- intro the lights topic. Ongoing for some residents, particularly Liddil residence for over 
2 years. New lighting at court is very bright and tall, per Park Standards.  Still creating 
lighting issues for Liddil residence. Liaison committee formed to interact with the Parks 
Department and City Staff. Purpose of this meeting of Board to ‘describe a process’  that is 
inclusive, expert advice, and is actionable by Parks Dept. 

BG- there are several options for ‘light trespass’ and glare. Shielding, trees, etc. 



JG-Mitchell Park is a ‘neighborhood park’ not a regional or community park. It needs to be 
defined as such. 

ML-use of the basketball courts is intermittent. Not continuous and equal everyday. 

PK-the ‘perspective’ of the residents adjacent to the park should carry added weight in 
consideration of solutions. We should get expert technical advice.

ML-the proposed process is a ‘specific issue’ process, and different than a ‘master plan’ 
process.

MW- we should attempt to have a master plan process sooner than later as a pre-emptive 
way to handle specific issues at the park. The master plan would establish the ‘goals of the 
park’

KS-we still need to address individual issues in the park, and this is a good time to plan a 
process. 

ML-suggest an aggressive schedule, every other week for 2 or 3 meetings. 

KS-propose first meeting be as soon as neighborhood notification allows. Approx two weeks 
from today. Also suggest a facilitator be used at the meetings, outside city staff. Include 
outside experts also, as well as city staff. First meeting to describe the issues, second meeting 
to present options, third meeting to make a decision. Suggest that City agree to implement 
the solution as approved, before beginning the process. 

ML/MW- Parks Dept will be involved throughout the process in spirit of 
‘teamwork/partnership’

KS- suggested completion date of this process by June 30. 

MW- Motion: To begin the process ASAP, per notification regulations; to conclude after a 
maximum of 3 meetings and by June 30; an independent ‘third party’ facilitator be used; and 
the city shall agree in advance to implement the solution as derived from the process. 

JG- second. 

Discussion: Liaison Comm. shall continue to follow thru on this issue. 

Vote: unanimous.   

NEXT BOARD MEETING: May 14, 2009, Pat Konomos house, 719 W. 11th St, 6pm

ADJOURNMENT


