
 
 
 
March 26, 2009 
 
Dear Resident: 
 
We’d like to take the opportunity to update you on the status of the city’s fire station 
projects. Since our update last fall, the city completed further study of building a new fire 
station on an expanded site at 2262 Louisiana Ave., where Fire Station No. 2 is currently 
located. In addition, we met with neighborhood residents and park users about the project.  
 
Further engineering work determined that a replacement station and a Northside Park 
reconfiguration could accommodate a new fire station.  As a result, the City Council has 
now asked staff to pursue this option at this time. This completes our fire station site 
selection process for both stations. 
 
The following is the latest update and tentative schedule of next steps for the projects. 
 
Spring 2009  

• The city will begin a search for an architect who will be able to design both 
replacement fire stations – a larger  “main” station at 3750 Wooddale Ave. and a 
smaller “satellite” station at 2262 Louisiana Ave. Designing the stations 
simultaneously could  potentially save the city as much as $50,000 in architect fees.  

• The remodeling and expansion project of the Municipal Service Center (MSC), 
7305 Oxford St., will commence, lasting approximately one year. The expansion is 
necessary to allow for the permanent relocation to the MSC of the city’s Utility 
Division, currently located in the lower level of Fire Station No. 1 

Spring 2010  
• Firefighters and equipment currently housed at Fire Station No. 1 will be 

temporarily relocated to the MSC, and demolition of Fire Station No. 1 and three 
adjacent homes will commence. It was necessary to purchase these homes to 
provide the space necessary to build the new station. Construction will begin once 
the site has been cleared and is expected to take approximately one year. 

Summer 2010 
• The city will begin work on the reconfiguration of Northside Park. All current 

fields and amenities will be upgraded or replaced, except the community hockey 
rink. The city will replace its current neighborhood rink at Birchwood Park, 2701 
Zarthan Ave., with a new community hockey rink. Work in the park will continue 
through 2011. 

 
Spring 2011 



• The city will commence with demolition and reconstruction of Fire Station No. 2. 
It has not yet been determined where firefighters and equipment from this location 
will be housed during construction, but possibilities include the MSC or the new 
Fire Station No. 1. 

 
It’s important to note that this is the currently proposed timeline for these projects, and it 
is subject to change. There will be additional meetings and notifications, as well as City 
Council action needed before these projects begin.  
 
So, why is the city undertaking these projects now? 
In 2005, the city undertook structural assessments of the current stations. Those 
assessments determined that both stations, built more than 40 years ago, were significantly 
structurally deficient. In fact, the city had to take immediate temporary action to reinforce 
and suspend the floors in the buildings. The buildings have continued to deteriorate, 
requiring further reinforcements this year.  
 
Further, our departmental needs have outgrown the stations. When they were built, the 
city responded to fewer than 500 calls each year. In 2008, we responded to more than 
4,300 calls. Our department now also includes gender diversity for which our current 
stations are not equipped.  
 
In 2007, a thorough analysis was done on options available to the city for addressing this 
problem. The City Council considered the option of moving to a single-station system, but 
ultimately decided that from a response time perspective the city would best be served by 
its current model with one station located on the north side of town and another on the 
south side of town. The Council then directed staff to investigate locations for possible 
placement of the stations, which involved staff engineering work and meeting with 
neighbors and users. 
 
I’d like to thank you again for your interest in the capital projects the city is undertaking 
and again invite you to reach me personally if you have any questions at (952) 924-2596 or 
lstemmer@stlouispark.org. For future updates on these projects, you can receive email 
alerts by visiting the city’s website at www.stlouispark.org, clicking on Email Updates on 
the homepage and selecting City Building Projects.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Luke Stemmer 
St. Louis Park Fire Chief 


