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10TH Anniversary Celebration 
and 

(short) October Meeting
Potluck Dinner And Pitfire 

Saturday Evening, October 18
Cate Martin’s backyard… walk to it!

2301 Arnold Drive (near the Merry Oaks intersection)

6 to 9 PM
Bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share

MONA will supply plates and utensils, hamburgers, hot dogs and 
non-alcoholic drinks.

BYOB if you want anything else to drink.

Everyone is invited and children are welcome. Come meet 
your neighbors and enjoy a lovely evening!

 http://groups.google.com/group/merry-oaks



Ayesha Omer has moved from the neighborhood so is 
off the MONA Board. Beth Brown Al-Rawi and Richard 
Stenhouse, both longtime Board members, are also rotating 
off but will continue to be active.  Several neighbors 
attended the September MONA Board meeting and indicated 
interest in serving on the Board. MONA Board nominees 
are: Scott Canup, Heather Crutchfield, Liz Primm, Pam 
Sigg and Shelly Theriault.  If you are interested in being a 
board member,  contact Tom Poston tom@tranquility-base.
us  or contact any other Board member.  A full slate will be 
presented in the February newsletter and voted on at that 
February meeting. 

 
Loaves and Fishes can use any extra produce you have 

from your backyard garden, as well as canned goods such as 
soup, beans, corn, and fruit, or packaged rice. Just take it to 
the Loaves and Fishes door on the back side of St. Andrews 
Presbyterian Church (just East of Merry Oaks Road on 
Central Avenue) church any Wednesday or Thursday between 
9am and 1pm.  Volunteers are needed to pack groceries 
occasionally. Contact Merry Oaks neighbor Austin Seagrave 
at: austin@austinseagrave.com  to help out. St.  Andrews is 
the only place of worship within our neighborhood boundaries 

and has been very generous with allowing its sanctuary to be 
used for large neighborhood meetings.

One-stop early voting places near Merry Oaks:
 · CPCC  Central Campus Facilities Building, 1325 E.7th 

St. 
 · Plaza Midwood Library  1623 Central Avenue (Central 

@ The Plaza)
 · Independence Regional Library  6015 Conference Drive 

(near East Meck High School at Monroe Road) 
October 16 - 31 (Weekdays)  8:00 A.M (CPCC) or 
 11 AM (libraries) to  7:00P.M. 
October 25 (Saturday) 10 A.M. to  5:00 P.M. 
October 26  (Sunday) 1:00 P.M. to  4:00 P.M. 
November 1 (Saturday) 10:00 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. (Final Day) 

You may obtain an absentee voting ballot simply by 
requesting one. Write Board of Election and “Absentee 
Ballot Request” on top, include your legal name, address, 
phone number, birth date, your signature and current date , 
send it to: 
 Board of Elections BOE  
 P.O. Box 31788 
 Charlotte 28231. 

You MUST return a completed absentee ballot by 
October 28th in order for it to be counted.

Not registered? Technically voter registration ends 
October 10. But a little known fact is that you may register 
at early voting sites on the above notes times, but it is 
cumbersome and time consuming.

Nang Thomas Ta, MD
Internal Medicine - Minor Surgery

3007 Central Avenue
704-567-8218

Appointment or Walk in M - F - Sat. 9 am - 2 pm
 T - W - Th 9am - 6 pm

Central Care Clinic
continued on page 5



Approximately 30 people attended the Sept. 18 dedication 
of the artwork by Sculptor Jim Gallucci at the Central 
Avenue bridge near Masonic. Speakers were Tom Poston 
of MONA; Patsy Kinsey, our City Council representative; 
artist Jim Gallucci;  and Arts and Science Council (ASC) 
staff.  Dim Sum, Patsy Kinsey and Nova Bakery furnished 
refreshments. 

With neighborhood input, Gallucci created new bridge 

continued on page 4

railings to identify the creek and beautify the entry to what 
has become known as Charlotte’s International District. 
Continuing eastward along Central, ASC’s Public Art 
Program is collaborating with a Knight Foundation Creative 
Catalyst work group to sponsor an artist residency that 
will contribute updated streetscape elements such as trash 
canisters and banners.  CMS students at Garinger High 

After a several year hiatus, Merry Oaks will resume its 
stewardship of Briar Creek from Central Avenue upstream 
to the County Club (basically along the greenway). Once or 
twice per year, neighbors will walk the creek bed and collect 
trash in large sturdy bags that the County will provide and 
collect. The Count y also provides sturdy rubber gloves.  
Hip waders, rubber boots or just old sneakers work fine; the 
water is clear and very shallow and there is a sandy bottom. 
Neighbors Kate Melnik and Ben Kubie will be announcing a 
creek walk soon on the Google group.

Cheap Effective 

TREE BANDING
SAVANNAH LAWN CARE, INC.

Paul Peters
(Flynnwood Dr)

704-575-6100

Taste of the World, East Charlotte’s annual tour of 
international restaurants, took place  October 9, with many 
people from all over Charlotte enjoying a kick-off at the 
Museum of History, a bus-restaurant tour, then dessert and 
coffee at the VanLandingham Estate in Plaza Midwood.  
Thanks to Kellie Finewood, Heather Crutchfield, Nancy 
Pierce and especially to Austin Seagrave Realty ($100 
donation) for their financial contributions  which allowed  
Merry Oaks Neighborhood to be a Taste of the World 
neighborhood sponsor this year. Several Merry Oaks 
residents also volunteered as tour guides, restaurant hosts 
and photographer. 

With all the young children in the neighborhood, moms 
and dads are looking for other moms and dads who would 
be interested in starting play groups, etc. Beth Al Rawi is 
willing to connect neighbors with similar interests to each 
other. You can contact her at 704-567-1207 It’s great to see 
children playing in our neighborhood again!



New CharMeck Police Chief Monroe met with 
community leaders last month. He said that he will 
encourage partnerships with communities .  He plans a 
long-term system of improvements, accountability and a 
problem solving system. He is also working with the District 
Attorneys office in regard to repeat offenders.

The Eastway Division now has three response areas. 
Merry Oaks is in response area two, headed by  Sgt. Mike 
Sloop. Our community officers remain the same: Officers 
Todd Kanipe and Kevin Weaver. 

Contact information is : Eastway Division Office:  704-
336-8535  msloop@cmpd.org

This is from Officer Kevin Weaver:
“I hope everyone has noticed that in the last few months 

we have stepped up enforcement in the various communities. 

We have also increased foot and bike patrols. The results for 

the 2-2 Response Team overall are very good. In the past our 

goal was to show a decrease of 5% for any crime. As you 

can see by the chart below, our new goal is a 20% reduction 

in the areas that are major problems for the 2-2. ( Burglary, 

Larceny From Auto and Auto Theft) The chart will show an 

increase in Auto theft for this quarter. However that is due 

to an anomaly from last year when in the month of July only 

two cars were stolen.  The major problem we are having is 

that people are still not removing valuables from their cars. 

Laptops, IPods, Phones, cash and GUNS are still being left 

out in the vehicles in plain view.” 



http://groups.google.com/group/merry-oaks  Merry Oaks Neighbors Google Group lets you stay current on what’s happening 
in the neighborhood and communicate with your neighbors. Click on “join this group” on the right column. You can choose 
whether you want to get emails as they come in, or get a daily digest, or just go to a site and read them all. All messages are 
previewed for appropriate content.

http://www.neighborhoodlink.com/charlotte/merryoaks  Merry Oaks Neighborhood website for back issues of the newsletter, 
neighborhood contact information, how to contact your elected officials and other pertinent information.

Additional sites:
http://www.charlottedgc.com/images/veterans/veterans_map.jpg  Veterans Park disk golf course.
http://www.charmeck.org/Departments/Planning/Area%20Planning/Neighborhood%20Organizational%20List/home.htm  
Neighborhood organization list
www.charmeck.org  Click “Notify me” to get notices about  public safety, rezoning and so forth.
www.goleaguego.org.  Voters guide and candidate information. 
www.meckboe.org  for voting details, locations and candidates.
http://www.charmeck.org/Departments/StormWater/Home.htm  FEMA Flood Plain map. 

The first meeting for the Merry Oaks Book Club was 
a success! We have decided to meet monthly - every 3rd 
Thursday. The next meeting will be October 23rd at 8pm.  
Our first book is going to be A Thousand Splendid Suns by  
Khaled Hosseini. He is the same author who wrote The Kite 

Runner. If you are interested in joining the Book Club please 
contact Cate Martin. cate1868@yahoo.com or 704-488-4559

Do you want a neighborhood walking or exercise group? 
What about yoga, volleyball, basketball? There is a full-size 
gymnasium just waiting for you at Merry Oaks School which 
is operated after hours and on Saturday as a Mecklenburg 
County Park and Recreation Department recreational facility. 
It’s under-utilized so far, but what a great way to build 
community!  Call Clarence Johnson at the Recreation Center 
704-569-1496. 



Baby Girl (Zadie) is getting her heartworm shots and 
should be completely healthy by late October. The first few 
days are dangerous and very hard on the dog. She seems 
to have an allergic reaction to the medicine which makes 
it painful for her. But her breathing is easier now that her 
treatment has commenced.  Moma is finished with her 
treatment and will continue tablets each month to prevent 
heartworm disease. 

So far the neighborhood has donated $1002.00 for 
treatment of the dogs. The total medical care since day one 
has been around $1700.00. Thanks to everyone who has 
donated. If you still want to help, send a check to Rebecca 
Jones at 3430 Draper. Dr. Rubin from Animal Health Care 
Center on Wilkinson Blvd is our vet. He is very fair and is 
mobile if you need service at your house.

The dogs have been staying with Rebecca, but now 
they need a permanent home. We are going to place them 
on the Noble German Shepherd Rescue Site, a group 
which has been very helpful during this process.   www.
nobleshepherdrescue.com  

Contributed by Rebecca Jones and Cate Martin

Hi, I’m Zadie.  

I’m about 1.5 years old.  My mom, Moma, and I were 

rescued from the Briar Creek Greenway in Charlotte.  We 

lived there our whole lives.  Apparently we are very smart 

because we eluded Animal Control for years even though 

they knew about us.  Now we are learning to trust humans.  

We are gentle and submissive but quite timid.  My mom is 

especially timid. My foster mom (Rebecca) is so cool.  She 

lets us cuddle up on the sofa and the bed.  What a change 

from living outside!  We love soft pillows. Even though we 

are good on our leashes, our favorite thing to do is to hang 

out with the other 4 dogs that live at my foster home.  My 

foster mom says that 6 dogs are too many for her little house 

so we are looking for someone who will keep us together, is 

patient and has a loving and gentle touch! Here are the facts 

about us:

Name: Zadie & Moma Sex: Females

Spayed: yes Age: 1.5 years, 3 years

Health Status: current on vaccinations and preventatives

Heartworm: positive, currently being treated.

House trained: yes Crate trained: no

Kids: older kids Cats: yes Dogs: yes

Fence: required, at least 6 feet

Fence: required, at least 6 feet



Check out   www.freecycle.org  You can join the 
Charlotte group where people post stuff they need or want 
to get rid of. No money is exchanged; it’s all free. There’s 
lots of child and household stuff. One Merry Oaks household 
got everything they need to create a new garden including 
a sturdy wheelbarrow, for free, using this site. Another 
household got rid of an unwanted New Town canoe and an 
almost-new document scanner. 

The Urban Cost Share Program is still available for 
the property owners in the Briar Creek watershed. You 
can get reimbursed up to $3000 for yard projects such as 
critical area planting, rain gardens, nutrient management, 
riparian buffers, rain garden, grass waterways, cisterns, rain 
barrels and much more!  Call 704 336 2455 or visit www.
mecklenburgconservation.com

Please band your trees before the first frost to stave 
off cankerworms. Neighbor Paul Peters will be banding 
neighbor’s trees this year. See his ad elsewhere in this 
newsletter.

Do you have sensitive documents such as old tax records 
that you want to shred? Take them to Pritchard Memorial 
Church at 1117 South Boulevard on Monday, October 20, 
between 9 and 11 AM and the Shred-It  Company will shred 

Austin Seagrave
 
E-mail: austin@austinseagrave.com

Your neighborhood Realtor at : 
1909 Arnold Drive
704-840-6562



 You can get tree seedlings such as maples, plums, dogwoods, oaks, redbuds, myrtles, cedars, hazelnuts for just 
one dollar, and you can get rain barrels for $85 (60 Gallon) or $100 (80 gallon), from Mecklenburg County Soil and Water 
Conservation.

 PRE-ORDER trees by October 31 or rain barrels by January 12, 2009  Pick up will be January 24, 2009  from 9-12 
AM at 700 North Tryon.  NOTE: 75% of the cost of the rain barrels is reimbursable through the Urban Cost Share program. 
Here is the form for you to fill in and mail:  



Angela A. Broome
Retail Branch Manager
Eastway Drive Office

P.O. Box 31727
Charlotte, NC 28231-1727
704/338-4370 
Fax 704/568-3950

St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
3601 Central Avenue
Charlotte, NC 28205
704-537-0370

To witness compassion is to see God. To be compas-
sionate is to be a child of God: The Rev. Will Hinson

Sunday Worship:
8:00 AM No music, short encouraging guilt-free ser-
mon and Holy Communion
 
9:30 AM Sunday School

10:30 AM: Music, another incredibly dynamic guilt-
free sermon followed by Holy Communion.

Visitors/Seekers Classes: Help folks on their jour-
ney. Not to get you into the Church. We have Mem-
bership Classes for folks joining the Church.

Youth Group: Ages 11 and older meets 5-7 PM Sunday

Office Hours: Tues., Wed., Thurs., from 9:00-5:00
E-mail: info@standrewscharlottenc.org
Web-site:www.standrewscharlottenc.org

No progress. Developer is still dealing with the City 
regarding the extension of Briar Creek Road, which neither 
the developer nor MONA supports but which is required 
under the City’s subdivision ordinance for connectivity.  

As part of the national organization’s 100th anniversary 
celebration, the Charlotte chapter of the  American 
Institute of Architects has identified the Central/Rosehaven 
intersection as the beneficiary of a pro bono project. 

Here is a condensed version of what the AIA would like to 
do at the intersection: 
 · Improve the safety and walkability of the area,  
 · Improve the identity of the area, 
 · Create synergies among disconnected properties to 

improve the economic vitality of the area, 
 · Create “activity hubs” for people and events 
 · Enhance appreciation for the authentic cultural diversity 

of the area, and 
 · Create more defined “gateways” into the various 

neighborhoods

This is what they have done to-date:
 · Held a Public Design Workshop to show case studies 

from other cities and site-specific ideas  
 · Met with City  Economic Development, Zoning, 

Planning, Parks & Recreation staff to get a feel for
   a. Limitations that might exist regarding 

implementing the various ideas 
   b. Potential for assistance from the City or others
 · Created a drawing of the properties immediately around 

the intersection of Rosehaven & Central to show 
potential use of:

   a. Identity elements such as banners, signage, 
lighting, public art, seating, etc. 

   b. Vertical elements (bollards, banners, etc.) at 
sidewalks/curb cuts to improve safety 

   c. New paving materials at curb cuts, to improve 
safety

   d. Public art at the curb cuts, such as abstracted 
international flags in the paving material 

   e. Improvements in landscaping 
   f.  Seating and lighting 
   g. Expanded public spaces with seating, trellises for 

shade, landscaping & lighting. 
   h. Spaces for mobile vendors on private property to 

be linked to public space
   i.  Landscaping/paving neighborhood gateways to 

differentiate residential spaces from Central  
This is what they hope will occur:
 · To gain consensus among residents and businesses 
 · To gain assistance from the City 
 · To embark on a demonstration project that would show 

others along Central Avenue how they can,  
through a grassroots effort, make similar improvements.

Established 1898



Looking to Buy, Sell, or Renovate?
Look no further than the pros who know your area!

CURRENT LISTINGS:

3409 Simpson Dr 150 Brook Rd 1432 Downs Ave 3707 The Plaza
Plaza-Midwood Plaza-Midwood Plaza-Midwood The Arts District
310sf BR/3.5BA 1160sf 3BR/2BA 750sf 2BR/1BA 1250sf 3BR/1BA

CURRENT PROJECTS:

 3020 Harbinger Ct 1820 Cochran Pl
 Merry Oaks Plaza-Midwood
 Flooring/Bath//Interior Up-fit Interior Up-fit/Master addition

 2120 Arnold Dr. 420 Walnut Ave
 Merry Oaks Wesley Heghts
 Master Bath Addition Master Suite/Family Room Addition

 
 
 
 

www.DaedalusProperties.com
704-890-3907

• Buying Agent
• Listing Agent
• Additions
• Renovsations
• New Construction
• Investments
• Free Consulation Stop by our new office

in Plaza-Midwood at
1126 Clement Avenue!

Jason Murphy, Owner
BIC-General Contractor



                    

 Dues are $10 per household per year. Make checks payable to .
 
 MONA Dues
  P.O. Box 18131
 Charlotte, NC 28218-0131

Please send in your dues! We need $$$ to continue our work on your behalf.

Tom Poston
President
704-567-0020
tom@tranquility-base.us

Cate Martin
Past President
704-535-3501
cate1868@yahoo.com
 
Donna Howard Peters
Treasurer
704-563-1422
dhowardpeters@carolina.rr.com

Liz Primm
Newsletter Design
ekprimm@gmail.com

Carol Herrington
Secretary 
704-563-0288
robcar1823us@yahoo.com

Richard Stenhouse
Newsletter Printing & Circula-
tion
Pam Stenhouse
Advertising Manager
704-535-4026
dandp@carolina.rr.com

Andria Krewson
Board Member
704-567-0709
akrewson45c@mac.com

 Newsletter Advertising 9,474.17

 1999-2007 Member dues 2,791.00
 2008 Membership dues 245.00
 2009 Membership dues 20.00
 
 Contributions Income
  Restricted 560.00
  Unrestricted 1,520.00
 Grants 637.50

Total Income 15,247.67

 Office supplies 534.41
 Postage and Delivery 367.80
 Printing/reproduction 8,947.75
 Supplies 297.13
 Program expense 234.00
 Contributions 146.45
 Dues & Subscriptions 75.00
 Bank Fees 141.00
 Bank Service Charges 66.00
 Neighborhood Improvement Proj. 842.50
 Total Expense 11,652.04

 $3,595.63

(does not include current newsletter or expenses)

   through Sept. 20, 2008

Nancy Pierce
Neighborhood Advocate
704-535-7409
nancypierce@carolina.rr.com

Beth Brown Al Rawi
Board Member
704-567-1207
bhalrawi@aol.com

Nancy Krewson
Webmaster
704-567-0709
nkrewson@earthlink.net

Marcus Williams 
Board Member
704-953-9003
marcus.1.williams@gmail.com

Pam Sigg
Advertising
704-535-1051
psigg@carolina.rr.com

Neighborhood 
Association


