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MINUTES 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

JANUARY 17, 2008 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:06 p.m. by the Presiding Officer Jill Hill.  Also present were Maria Norvell, 
Joan Pizzato, Nancy Risch and Jim Trout.  Timothy Risch was excused.  It was noted that the Board was dark in 
December due to Christmas Holiday. 
 
The minutes for the November 15, 2007 Board Meeting were approved without corrections (6-0-0). 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT:  The current count is 90 membership addresses with over 100 members.  Former 
Mayor Beverly O'Neill submitted a check for dues and a donation to Friends of WANA Daisy Avenue Christmas 
Tree Lane.  It was noted that membership materials in Spanish are needed. 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT:  The Treasurer reported that WANA has a current bank balance of $ 1,249.92 after 
expenses to date totaling $1,723.28.  Maria Norvell gave the Friends of WANA Christmas Tree Lane report in Janet 
Deats' absence.  Total funds raised to date are $13,050.00 with several pledges still outstanding.  Total expenses to 
date were $7,169.55.  The current balance in the Friends of WANA CTL account is $6,992.35.   
  
CHRISTMAS TREE LANE REPORT:  At the February General Meeting, Certificates of Appreciation will be 
presented to the WANA Christmas Tree Lane Committee and 2007 WANA Volunteers.  Several of the displays 
were damaged during set up and take down and will need repairs.  A discussion was held regarding commissioning 
of a new display for the 2008 event based on the concept of the Nacimiento, which is a form of Mexican folk art.  
The display would include both religious and secular elements.  Joan Greenwood will investigate and report back to 
the Board at a later date.  The Board indicated that purchase of LED lights for the trees should be a high priority.  
Jim Trout reported that he had located a vendor that could supply C9 commercial grade lighting that permits 
stringing of up to 125 sets. 
 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

 Meeting Location:  Members expressed a strong preference at the January General Meeting to keep the 
 current meeting day and location.  Use of Jackie Robinson Academy will have to be re-confirmed in June. 
 
 Website:  There are difficulties in posting Newsletters due to size.  Board expressed desire to find a 
 webmaster who could set up a site independent of Neighborhood Link.  Several members volunteered to 
 look into possible candidates. 
 
 Newsletter:  The deadline for the February issue is January 26, 2008.  In December, 1,600 copies were 
 distributed throughout the Wrigley Area.   Only 1,100 went out in January.  Need to get back on track and 
 reach target of 1,800 to 2,000.  Jill Hill will proof Newsletter prior to copying. 
 
 Stationary:  It was moved (MN), seconded (JT) and carried (6-0-0) to approve a sum of $250 for the 
 purchase of WANA stationary from Night Owl Printing.     
 
 Volunteer of the Month: It was moved (MN), seconded (JT) and carried (6-0-0) that Jim Sollenbarger 
 would be recognized as the Volunteer of the month in February Newsletter. 
 
 Press Releases:  Jim Trout has developed a media list and will handle getting notices out. 
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 Quarterly Cleanup:  The February 9, 2008 WANA Cleanup will be held in the vicinity of Willard and 
 Pacific from 9 a.m. until noon. 
 

NEW BUSINESS: 

 

 WANA HAS HEART: Joan Pizzato suggested that WANA should organize a Valentine event for 
 seniors and that for Mother's Day, WANA should sell See's Candy to raise funds.  Ken Gore has asked 
 WANA to assist in collecting old cell phones to benefit Interval House.  The Board agreed that these 
 activities should be pursued. 
 
 Neighborhood Partnership Program (NPP):  This City of Long Beach Grant Program provides 
 Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) of up to $5,000 that must be matched in funds or 
 volunteer time at $18.77 per hour.  Attendance at the February 13, 2007 workshop is mandatory. The 
 grant application is due on March 21, 2008.  This grant may be a source for the purchase of tree lights for 
 Christmas Tree Lane.  WANA will need a written vendor quote to submit with the grant application. 
 
 Marketing Proposal:   Cesar Castellanos, a local realtor, has suggested a pilot program to solicit business 
 advertising in the Newsletter.  Advertising would allow WANA double the number of copies of the 
 Newsletter for distribution each month by using a professional printing service.  It was moved (JG), 
 seconded (NR) and carried (6-0-0) to authorize Jill Hill to coordinate this pilot program with Mr. 
 Castellanos.  She will also communicate with Connie Chick, a long-time Wrigley resident and realtor, who 
 is already distributing 500 Newsletters a month for WANA.  
 
 Martin Luther King, Jr. Parade:   Due to previous commitments, WANA can't officially participate in 
 this year's parade and celebration.  However, Maria will be a volunteer on Parade Day.  Joan Greenwood 
 will attend the celebration.  Next year, WANA will march. 
 
 Dues Reduction:  The Board discussed whether or not dues should be reduced for people joining late in 
 the year.  It was generally agreed that the dues for the period April through September 2008 will be $7.50. 
 
 Future Guest Speakers:   Suggestions for future guest speakers were Pat West and Mayor Foster (10 Year 
 Infrastructure Plan), LBPD Chief Batts, former Mayor Beverly O'Neill and LBFD Chief Ellis. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

 On January 26, 2008 from 11 a.m. until noon, there will be a ribbon-cutting for the new median on Martin 
 Luther King, Jr. Avenue north of Pacific Coast Highway.  Maria Norvell will attend. 
 
 On January 29, 2008 from 7 to 9 p.m., there is an advisory meeting with Chief Batts.  Maria Norvell will 
 attend. 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:27 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
      Joan V. Greenwood, Secretary 
 
 
 
Approved Without Corrections:  February 21, 2008 
  
 


