
December 05, 2007 
 
 
Following is the text of the E-mail that the Board of Directors sent to the Mayor and Alderman Bryant at 
12:54PM on December 04, 2007. 
 
“The purpose of this e-mail is to make you aware of a continuing sewage smell problem in the Northwood 
Hills Subdivision.  Mr. Scott who lives at 751 Northwood West Cove and Mr. Middleton who lives at 763 
Northwood Hills Drive has requested that the Northwood Hills Property Owners Association (NWHPOA) 
Board of Directors address this issue with you and the Board of Aldermen immediately.  Background 
information received from Mr. Scott and Mr. Middleton is provided below.  The Board of Directors 
respectfully request that you provide us with your thoughts on this sewage smell along with the City’s plan 
to correct this problem.  
 
The following is the e-mail sent by Mr. Scott.  “I too have been have been struggling with the City of 
Hernando and DCRUA with this issue.  The smell is horrible and nauseating.  I have several neighbors 
that are discussing contacting the media to make the issue public due to poor response by both 
governing bodies.  I have also spoken to Mayor Chip Johnson and the DCRUA Director with minimal 
results.  I feel it to be a great idea to go at this issue as a united group to see if this will make a 
difference.”  
 
This is the follow-up e-mail sent by Mr. Middleton.  “I have personally spoken to Mayor Chip Johnson, 
Alderman Sonny Bryant, mayors’ assistant Julie Harris, and the DCRUA.  The Mayor and Alderman 
Bryant both came out and smelled the smell, and agreed that it was terrible.  They said the cause was a 
vent(s) in the new sewer system and that they had filed a complaint with the DCRUA.  However, that has 
been over two months ago and nothing has been done about it and no one can tell me if any progress 
has been made on resolving this matter.  I suggest that the NWHPOA take this issue to the City Board of 
Aldermen at their next meeting.  Something needs to be done about this problem and I can’t think of 
anyone better than a 200 + member homeowners association to handle this matter.  I will be glad to help 
in any way I can.  This matter needs to be resolved quickly.  After all, this is what our homeowners 
association is supposed to handle isn't it?” 
 
The following is the initial e-mail sent by Mr. Middleton.  “I wanted to bring to your attention, if you haven’t 
already smelled it, the horrible smell of the sewage pits and or the new countywide sewage system that is 
affecting the homeowners at the end of Northwood Hills Drive and Northwood West Cove.  I live at 763 
Northwood Hills Drive and have since my home was built 4 years ago.  When we first moved in, being so 
close to the sewage lagoon was a concern.  However, it has turned out not to be an issue until the last 3 
months or so.  We have noticed that the smell of the lagoon has gotten progressively worse.  It is almost 
unbearable at times.  The sewage smell even gets inside the houses, even when the house stays closed 
up.  I am concerned about not only my property value, but it can't be good to smell the sewage gases all 
the time.  I don't know if the city is doing something different with the lagoon since we are now on the 
county wide sewer system or what, but something has to be done about the smell.  I have contacted the 
city on several occasions as have my neighbors, and there has been no response as to what can or is 
being done about it.  I think that the Northwood Hills Property Owners Association needs to address this 
issue with the Mayor and Board of Aldermen immediately.  I will gladly help out in any way possible to get 
this accomplished.  The smell is absolutely unbearable now; we are embarrassed to have guests over to 
the house because as soon as they get out of their cars the smell hits them.  This matter needs to be 
handled by the NWHPOA immediately!” 
  
Point of contact for the Board of Directors is Art Gandy at 662-449-1710 or Mike Norris at 662-280-6113. 
 
Very Respectfully, 
 
Board of Directors” 
 


