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To: Members of the Zoning Adjustment Board:

From:  Willard Neighborhood Association

Date: August 8, 2007

Re: 2525 Telegraph Ave.  Use Permit #07-10000055

The Willard Neighborhood Association Steering Committee is writing regarding the
development at 2525 Telegraph Avenue: a proposed bar and restaurant.

The neighborhood very much supports quality establishments in the neighborhood
especially one like this which will help revive Telegraph Avenue. We support the
concept of the establishment and would like to commend Ali Eslami’s willingness to
work with the neighborhood.

However, WNA was under a time constraint given that the staff had a completed project
plan on June 9 but did not send it out until July 11. The ZAB meeting was scheduled for
July 26 and there wasn’t sufficient time for the larger neighborhood to review the
documents. Therefore, we request that you grant a one month extension until
September 10 so that the owner and Willard Neighborhood Association may meet and
come up with workable mitigations.

The owner, who had paid for an expedited PSA, felt it was necessary to come to an
agreement before the ZAB recessed and requested only a two week extension. Even
with those time constraints, some very good work was done by a few neighbors.

We support the agreement reached with those neighbors with the following exceptions:

1) We agree with the Staff and police recommendation to not allow a 47 liquor
license. (Findings and Conditions #41)

2) We agree with the Staff and police recommendation that the establishment close
at 12:00 midnight. (Findings and Conditions #27)

These conditions are not in lieu of the other good conditions proposed by those who
were able to meet with the applicant.   Most or all of the conditions they request are also
very valuable and necessary to the healthy functioning of this business within its
residential neighborhood context.
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This neighborhood has experienced enormous quality-of-life problems based on student
behavior related to alcohol abuse. Both the Berkeley Police Department and the UCPD
have received grants to work on alcohol related problems, but currently, these police
departments are overburdened. The Berkeley Chief of Police estimates that on any
given
Thursday, Friday and Saturday night 25% of the police department is engaged in
dealing with out-of-control parties and student behavior related to alcohol when those
resources are needed elsewhere in the city. In addition, there has been an upsurge in
violent crime on the UC campus, again related to inebriated students being accosted.

We would like the work done by the Chancellor’s Task Force on Student/Neighbor
Relations to be taken into account. This task force includes representatives from the
COB, UC, BPD and UCPD, student groups, business owners and neighbors. The task
force has been working on these issues for two years and has valuable insight and
data.  Given only about a week to schedule meetings, members of this task force were
unable to meet with Ali.

Our neighborhood has invested a staggering amount of time addressing quality-of-life
issues including student behavior, often centered around alcohol, as it affects the
neighborhood. Groups of inebriated students roving through the neighborhood late at
night making noise, urinating on lawns, etc. have caused a crisis in our neighborhood.
We are not alone in this. Several neighborhoods around the south campus area are
experiencing similar problems and this project will affect them as well.

As we all know, while Mr. Eslami’s proposed project is community-oriented, the
conditions of the use permit will remain with the property under new owners. If Mr.
Eslami chooses to sell the business, the use permit will need to have conditions that
protect the neighborhood.

This 5000-plus-squarefoot project will have a most serious impact on our neighborhood
if not properly conditioned.  We strongly recommend that an appropriate amount of time
be granted so that we can adequately review documents, form conditions, and work
further with the applicant.

Sincerely,

Vincent Casalaina
President,  Willard Neighborhood Association


