
SMCCA ANNUAL MEETING May 8, 2007. PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
UPDATES ON ISSUES DISCUSSED IN WINTER NEWSLETTER— 
 
Stormwater Diversion Project.  Install a year-around dry weather storm water 
diversion project.  When implemented, unless it is raining, all runoff down the channel 
will be diverted to the sewer system.  The project must be operating by July 1, 2009.  
The Association has urged the City to beat this deadline. 

REVISED UPDATE:  Last Friday [May 4, 2007], the project manager provided 
SMCCA a project update, 
• The Bureau of Engineering’s (BOE) Preliminary Design Report 

recommending project scope, schedule, and budget is presently being 
reviewed by City staff. 

• BOE anticipates sharing the results of the Preliminary Design Report with us 
in early summer. 

• On May 16, 2007, the project manager provided the following briefing to the 
Citizens Administrative Oversight Committee [COAC] for Proposition O: 

o The BOE has completed the Preliminary Design Report (PDR) on the 
Santa Monica Bay Low Flow Diversions (LFD) Upgrades Project.  For 
the Santa Monica Cyn creek LFD, the BOE PDR recommends 
construction of a new LFD adjacent to the terminus of the creek   This 
location (downstream of PCH) will allow capture and diversion of 
additional stormdrains that are downstream from existing LFD.  In 
addition to the new Santa Monica LFD, the BOE PDR recommends 
construction of a sewer relief pipe (in or adjacent to PCH) to convey 
the additional winter dry-weather flow. 

We have asked that information be provided in a format that can be posted on our web 
site and emailed to interested residents.  We will keep you informed. 

Proposition K Project.  This project will rehabilitate the irrigation system at Rustic 
Canyon Park and make other facility improvements as prioritized by the Local Voluntary 
Neighborhood Oversight Committee [LVNOC].  The project has suffered delay after 
delay since it was revised five year’s ago.  Councilman Rosendahl has obtained 
additional funding.  The BOE also is in charge of this project and has failed to provide 
promised information to the LVNOC or to the community. 

REVISED UPDATE:  The City’s Prop K manager, Neil Drucker, instructed the 
project manager David Takata to provide a status report to SMCCA by yesterday.  
As of 5:00 PM today, no reply has been received.  We will continue to pressure 
the City to perform.  Councilman Rosendahl’s staff met with Drucker and Takata 
on May 18, 2007 to review cost estimates and plan for LVNOC meeting. 
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VA and FBI Issues.  Three projects planned for the VA area have aroused community 
opposition because of traffic and commercial development concerns, support for 
veterans’ rights, and uncertainty as to future plans for the West LA VA Campus.   
These projects are 

1. A proposed 1,000.000 square-foot regional FBI headquarters to replace the 
Federal Building at 10000 Wilshire Blvd, at Veteran Avenue. 

2. The pending sale of 10 acres at Wilshire and Federal to a private developer, and, 
3. The Federal CARES planning process, which may result in a plan for intensive 

commercial development at the West LA VA Campus. 
After many issues were raised by a coalition of homeowner and veterans groups, with 
the support of local elected officials, the Federal Government last week abandoned 
plans to construct a 1,000,000 FBI headquarters at Wilshire and Veteran Avenue next 
to the 405.  Every local elected official has supported the coalition on this issue.  

FBI UPDATE:  US Senator Dianne Feinstein received a letter from the GSA 
indicating that the FBI will seek another site.   

The coalition believes the federal government used an illegal loophole to build the 
existing federal building on land donated for veterans.   
In addition, the Defense Department is attempting to sell the 10-acre military reserve 
center at the corner of Wilshire and Federal for a token $1 to a developer. [In exchange, 
the developer would be required to construct new reserve training centers in several 
other locations.]  Supervisor Zev Yaroslavsky has instituted strict zoning on this parcel, 
which is subject to County zoning. 

California Incline Project.  The City of Santa Monica will be rebuilding the California 
Incline, a vital link between downtown Santa Monica and the coast highway.  
Construction work will require closure for an estimated 11 months.  The project has 
been rescheduled several times.  On March 16, 2007, the SMCCA, in cooperation with 
the Pacific Palisades Community Council, sent a comprehensive letter to Santa Monica 
requesting mitigation of the possible severe traffic impacts on Santa Monica Canyon.  
We also asked Councilman Rosendahl to help mitigate the impact we expect to suffer 
An environmental workshop and hearing was originally scheduled for April 18, 2007, 
with project construction scheduled for October 29, 2008.   

REVISED UPDATE:  The hearing will be held in the main Santa Monica Library 
on June 20 at 6:30 PM.  Construction start is now February 2009.  Councilman 
Rosendahl’s staff will meet with Santa Monica to urge completion of 
improvements to the Ocean Avenue ramp next to the McClure tunnel before the 
Incline project starts. 

John Flynn memorial.  John Flynn, a long time Rustic Canyon resident, passed away 
unexpectedly on April 4.  He was an active member of the SMCCA board.  He was 
relentless in protecting the park, where he walked his dogs every day, and where he 
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discovered and removed stashed fireworks last July, advocating for safe disposal of 
bar-b-que coals and caution in the operation and approval of offshore fireworks 
displays.  He also was active in the Coalition for Veterans’ Rights that was fighting 
inappropriate development on VA and federal lands in Westwood.  He is greatly missed.   

UPDATE:  The SMCCA board is investigating the installation of a bench in the 
park in John’s memory.  Please let us know if you can contribute to this effort. 

We will continue to follow these and other issues and will update you as progress 
occurs.  Please signup to participate and/or receive updates.  Or, check our website, 
www.smcca.org (or your email inbox) for the latest news. 

http://www.smcca.org/
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