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Notes from the Road

F
RIDAY,MARCH 2 WAS A DAY PERFECTLY FIT FOR
DUCKS and other water-loving creatures. Flooding was
reported from one end of the state to the other; rivers
crested and overflowed, roads were closed, schools
were forced to cancel.And yet, more than 25 brave

souls, most of them representing nonprofit organizations, arrived
at theWesterly Public Library promptly at 10 am to join us for a
community meeting. Later that same day, despite
the abominable road conditions, the Council
Chamber in Burrillville Town Hall was filled with
engaged citizens ready for a pithy conversation
about the future of philanthropy
in Rhode Island. On a miserably rainy Friday
at 3 pm!
What drew these Rhode Islanders to meet

with us? And why, at the end of a week when
we crisscrossed the state for ten community
meetings in ten different cities and towns in
five short days, covering nearly 500 miles in the
process, did the staff of the Foundation feel so
exhilarated?
I was fortunate enough to lead each of the ten

sessions, and conferring with my colleagues at the
end of the week, it was clear that we had
accomplished our mission of connecting with our
nonprofit community partners. Organizations and
agencies came prepared with insightful questions
about the future direction of The Rhode Island Foundation, and
especially about our commitment to fund their programs and
activities even as we launched new initiatives.We set out to
encourage open and frank conversations about partnership,
collaboration, and effective leveraging of philanthropic resources
in Rhode Island. Several of our donors were also in attendance,
gaining new appreciation for the work of the organizations they
support.We introduced the newest members of the Foundation
staff (see page 13), who will be responsible for building our
presence in Rhode Island’s amazingly diverse 39 cities and towns.

thoughtspresidential

2

The dedication, commitment, and
total engagement of Rhode Island’s
nonprofit community – and the strong
interest generous Rhode Islanders
have in supporting that community –
were the unifying threads that wove
the meetings together.
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And we presented our newly articulated themes of
strengthening the nonprofit sector, building and aligning
philanthropy, and investing in philanthropic activities that
have measurable impact on critical issues.
One idea that particularly caught fire in the meetings was

the new Center for Nonprofit Excellence, a resource we
believe has enormous potential for inspiring new
partnerships and for building capacity and leadership
throughout the nonprofit sector. You can read more in
these pages about our progress toward developing the
Center.An inclusive and collaborative process is raising
excellent questions and surfacing ideas for the many
possible programs and services the Center might provide.
We saw 450 people during those five eventful days,

in settings that ranged from Casey Family Services in
Providence to the Newport Art Museum, from the
Cumberland Public Library to Pawtucket Town Hall.
The dedication, commitment, and total engagement of
Rhode Island’s nonprofit community – and the strong
interest generous Rhode Islanders have in supporting that
community – were the unifying threads that wove the
meetings together. Foundation staff returned to One Union
Station energized, inspired, and ready to dive into our core
work of bringing together private philanthropy and public
causes.We were delighted to reconnect with so many of
our community partners, the organizations that are
working in the trenches, transforming investment into
action.
I hope as you read the stories in this issue of One Union

Station, you too will feel inspired by the transformative
power of philanthropy. I look forward to continuing the
conversation.

Ronald V. Gallo, Ed.D.
President & CEO

One Union Station is the newsletter of The
Rhode Island Foundation, focusing on issues
and opportunities in philanthropy in Rhode
Island and beyond.

Please feel free to contact us with questions
and comments.
– the Editors
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philanthropythinking about CURRENT ISSUES AND TRENDS

IN THE FIELD OF PHILANTHROPY
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spearheading an initiative designed to answer
those questions.
Matusiak, who directs HousingWorks RI, the

coalition that successfully campaigned in 2006
for the historic passage of a $50 million bond to
build affordable housing, has spent the last sever-
al months engaging Rhode Islanders in conver-
sation about a Center for Nonprofit Excellence.
Foundation Board Chair George Graboys

notes,“There has been almost no focus in
Rhode Island on the management capacity of
our nonprofit sector.As funders, we can do more
to improve overall efficiency, sustainability, and
performance.” Graboys also points out,“More
effective organizations deliver better results. It’s
that simple.The Foundation eagerly anticipates
the successful launch of this Center.”
With a task force of community and business

leaders (see page 5), Matusiak has crafted a trans-
parent process that will consider input from a
broad circle of constituents and stakeholders.
“We did start with a few assumptions,”Matusiak
comments.“For example, we are reasonably sure
– although it is too early to say – that the
Center will not be an actual building with a sign
out front. Given the way we conduct our work
and our lives, it will probably make more sense
to design a virtual Center, and to think about
places around the state, rather than one central
place, for forums, conferences, training sessions
and other meetings. It’s clear that even the
process of determining the shape and focus of
the Center is incredibly valuable, because we are
bringing people together who frequently don’t
have the time to exchange ideas and think
deliberately about forming partnerships and
leveraging their influence.”
Matusiak and the task force are working

closely with Abu Bakr, special assistant to URI’s

Foundation proposes Center
for Nonprofit Excellence

Discovery process kicks off
with focus groups, survey

Atthe end of a yearlong strategic plan-
ning process in 2006, the Foundation
launched its tenth decade armed with

several new institutional priorities. President
and CEO Ron Gallo explains,“Periodic self-
reflection is healthy for any organization, espe-
cially one that is ninety years old. It was impor-
tant for us to have this time to reexamine our
core mission and values and to more purpose-
fully define our strategy, to ensure that the
Foundation is following the best course for
Rhode Island.”
Three interlocking themes emerged as

underlying principles for the Foundation’s
work going forward: building and aligning
philanthropy; engaging in philanthropy that
has measurable impact; and strengthening the
nonprofit sector.As Gallo points out,“You
really cannot have one of these without the
others.A strong nonprofit sector will inspire
increased philanthropy that can in turn be
more thoughtfully aligned with community
needs and issues.And, as these issues are more
clearly defined, philanthropic organizations,
public and private alike, can invest their
dollars where they will have the most impact.
Philanthropy has always been a driver of social
change. In today’s world, however, investors are
increasingly demanding results and accounta-
bility. Philanthropists are no different.”
So, what defines a strong nonprofit sector?

And what will it take for Rhode Island to get
there? FoundationVice President for Strategy
and Impact Ari Matusiak (see page 14) is

“There are clear areas

of need. Leadership

development for staff and

boards, smarter uses of

technology, and more

targeted communication

with public and private

donors are just a few of

the issues that have

consistently surfaced.”

- Ari Matusiak

Abu Bakr (left) and

Jessica Rutledge are

gathering critical

information that will

influence the Center’s

direction and focus.



Taskforce Members
Lorne Adrain Social Venture Partners

F. Steele Blackall Harvard Business School Assn. of Southeastern New England

Kate Brewster Poverty Institute

Walter Callender C Squared Strategy, LLC

Nancy Chace Rhode Island Service Alliance

Jeanne Cola Citizens Bank

Umberto Crenca AS220

Jay Cumming TOFIAS PC

Chris Dame Nonprofit Transitions

Karen Davis Hasbro

Adriana Dawson RI Small Business Development Center

Jim DeRentis Bank RI

Peter DiBari Child and Family Services of Newport County

Malcolm Farmer, III Hinckley Allen & Snyder LLP

Ronald V. Gallo The Rhode Island Foundation

Gayle Gifford Cause & Effect

Richard Godfrey Rhode Island Housing

Maggie Grove Consultant

Ann-Marie Harrington Embolden Design

Eileen Hayes Amos House

Chuck Holland Social Venture Partners

Miriam Inocencio Planned Parenthood of RI

Simone Joyaux Joyaux Associates

MJ Kaplan Kaplan Consulting

Keith Lang The Champlin Foundations

Deborah Linnell Third Sector New England

Anthony Maione United Way of RI

Ramón Martinez Progreso Latino

Lynne McCormack City of Providence - Arts, Culture, Tourism

Sara Mersha Direct Action for Rights & Equality

Nzinga Misgana New Roots Providence

John Muggeridge Fidelity Investments

Roger Nozaki Swearer Center for Public Service, Brown University

Gerard O'Halloran O'Halloran Family Foundation

Harvey Perry, II The Washington Trust Company

Cindy Reed Social Venture Partners

Ellen Ruggiano Bank of America

Curt Spalding Save the Bay

Anne Szostak The Rhode Island Foundation Board of Directors

Rebecca Thomas Nonprofit Finance Fund

Pheamo Witcher The Genesis Center

Center for Nonprofit Excellence
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President Robert Caruthers and a well-respected
consultant in the nonprofit community. Bakr has
conducted 17 focus groups of nonprofit leaders,
community experts, consultants, and funders
since late March.More than 120 Rhode
Islanders participated in the focus groups;
findings will be part of the mix that shapes
the Center’s direction and focus.
Another important part of the mix: sound

research on similar initiatives across the country.
Foundation Special Projects Officer Jessica
Rutledge plays the role of chief investigator,
broadly reviewing center models and best
practices so that Rhode Island can benefit
from lessons learned in other states. Rutledge
has developed an online community survey to
gather further input from the community.
What has the task force learned to date?

“There are clear areas of need,”Matusiak
remarked.“Leadership development for staff
and boards, smarter uses of technology, and
more targeted communication with public and
private donors are just a few of the issues that
have consistently surfaced.”
In the coming months, the task force will

develop and analyze a detailed set of findings
and begin the process of defining the Center’s
structure, programmatic reach, service capacity,
and focus.Matusiak points out,“It is likely that
on day one, the Center will offer what we have
determined are the highest priority services and
programs, and by the end of the first year, we
will be able to add other features. Like the
nonprofit organizations it will serve, the Center
we envision must be a dynamic resource for
our entire community.”
Watch for further news of the Center in

upcoming issues of One Union Station.
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Ray Rickman Fund for
African Doctors

I’m not sure if peoplebelieve me when I say
that in Africa, it is quite

possible to die from a
common cold. But 80% of
Africans do not have immune
systems. People cannot necessarily get
their imaginations around that.” In February,
2003, when Ray Rickman, longtime Rhode
Island social activist, was bedridden with the
flu, he heard a radio feature story that changed
his life.A Central African doctor relayed the
tragic tale of a woman who had come to his
clinic with a common cold.The doctor had no

medication to provide, and soon
the woman returned, her cold
having become the flu.Again,
the doctor had no treatments
to offer.Within a short time
the woman contracted
pneumonia and died.
When he learned that the

African doctor planned to move
to South Africa where he could

earn twenty times his monthly salary
of $70, Rickman quickly acted, offering to

double the doctor’s salary if he would stay in
Central Africa. Out of this exchange was born
Adopt-A-Doctor, an organization that supports
physicians working in the world’s poorest
countries with the most distressed health care
systems so that they will continue to practice
medicine, saving the lives of thousands of
impoverished people.
Establishing an organizational endowment

that will grow at the Foundation will enable
Adopt-A-Doctor to achieve its goal of
supporting 20 doctors in Mali, Sierra Leone,
Liberia, and Malawi within four years.
Rickman and board chair Rajiv Kumar hope
that others will emulate this single-focused
model so that even more doctors can remain
in their native countries.“Africans have
resilience,” states Rickman.“They just don’t
have any resources.With resources you will see
great things, great improvements.”
Carrying the message of Adopt-A-Doctor

to elementary schools, colleges and universities,
Rotary and Kiwanis clubs, Rickman says he
has been touched by gifts of pocket change
from children who seem to intuitively
understand that “money is meant to be given.”

Interested in creating

an organizational

endowment fund at

the Foundation?

Learn more by calling

401 274-4564 and

asking for a staff

member in Gift

Planning and

Stewardship.

As always, the

Foundation

recommends that

you speak with your

financial advisor

about planning your

philanthropic legacy.

“

Saving precious lives with
a modest investment
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Home is where the heart is . . .
or is it?

New tax legislation lets Rhode Islanders
enjoy the best of both worlds

Anyone who has lived in Rhode Island
for even a short time notices it. Rhode
Islanders take their citizenry seriously.

They are proud to be from the Ocean State.And
they will argue that size does matter – that being
the smallest state carries with it far more
advantages than those living in any other state
can imagine. One of those advantages is the ease
with which we can become deeply involved in
our favorite causes – social issues, education, the
arts, the environment, and more.
Active involvement often leads to financial

commitment. In the last three years alone,The
Rhode Island Foundation saw its endowment
grow by more than $150 million as hundreds of
generous Rhode Islanders opened new charitable
funds with us, enabling them to leverage their
philanthropic dollars and to support the organi-
zations closest to their hearts, in perpetuity.
So it is no surprise that all of us in the phil-

anthropic community – grantmakers and benefi-
ciaries alike – are delighted at the passage of leg-
islation sponsored by Senate Majority Leader
Teresa Paiva-Weed, House Majority Leader
Gordon Fox and Representative Ray Church
allowing former Rhode Islanders to continue
their philanthropic endeavors in the state they
continue to love, even if they’ve decided that
they’ve had enough winter for one lifetime.
The Foundation acknowledges the leadership

not only of our elected officials, but also of the
UnitedWay of Rhode Island, which organized a
coalition of interested organizations around the
issue of charitable tax legislation and coordinated
our timely response to the issue.
As a result of the legislation’s passage, if

you’ve moved away from Rhode Island,
establishing residency in another state, but
you still deeply care about organizations and

optionscharitable

Fund Name Fund Purpose

Pocassetlands Stewardship Fund For the stewardship of publicly
accessible open space in the
Town of Tiverton, RI

Irving H. Levin To provide scholarships for needy or
underprivileged children to attend
summer camps

Pickard Family Fund Donor Advised

Thomas F. Sullivan Memorial Fund Unrestricted

Grace M. Eastwood Fund for the For operational support to the
North Kingstown Free Library North Kingstown Free Library

David C. Isenberg Family Fund Donor Advised

Ann Hood Fund for Creative Writing Donor Advised

Ray Rickman Fund for African Doctors For the organization Adopt A Doctor, Inc.

Jamestown Historical Society For the organization
Mary R. Miner Archives Fund

The following new endowments were
established at the Foundation between
January 1 and April 15, 2007. We are
grateful to the individuals, companies,
and organizations who have entrusted
us with their philanthropic legacy.

New Endowments, January–April 2007

agencies that help change the lives of your
former fellow citizens, you can now rest assured
that giving to Rhode Island nonprofit entities
will not jeopardize your tax status.
Enjoy the sunshine.And on behalf of the

Rhode Islanders you touch with your philan-
thropy, thank you.
Consider establishing your own philanthropic

legacy in Rhode Island.Visit the “Give” section of
www.rifoundation.org to learn more. As always,
the Foundation recommends you discuss your
major charitable giving with your tax and/or
estate planner, or other financial professional.



How did all of this come about?

It is a classic tale of philanthropy, complete
with visionary leadership, community
support, and the ability to create
connections out of thin air . . . waves.

WhenWRNI General Manager
Joe O’Connor convened a
meeting ofWBUR, Boston

University, Rhode Island Public Radio and
Rhode Island Foundation leadership in early
February to discussWRNI’s future in Rhode
Island, O’Connor was astonished at how
quickly the decision makers started focusing on
solutions toWRNI’s most vexing challenges in
the Rhode Island market: signal expansion and
local ownership. He left the meeting buoyed by
the possibility thatWRNI would in fact not
only survive but thrive in the state that had so
eagerly welcomed the station in 1998.
Just a month later, the puzzle pieces had

come together forWRNI. Key elements of the

“The foundation has been a
staunch supporter of the
effort to create a locally
directed and controlled NPR
station since WRNI arrived
in Rhode Island.”
– Ronald V. Gallo Ed.D.

agreement are:
WBUR, which has made a $3.6 million

capital investment in its Rhode Island public
radio operation since 1998, will receive
$2 million from RIPR over a 10-year period,
while continuing to provide programming and
engineering support to the new broadcast
entity for five years.
The Rhode Island Foundation brokered a

loan of $2.36 million to RIPR to purchase
WAKX, 102.7 FM, in Narragansett in the next
few months. WAKX will provide the signal to
reach southern Rhode Island – South County,
Jamestown and Aquidneck Island – that is
critical to the growth of public radio in the
state and represents an instant 25% increase in
the station’s reach.
AfterWAKX is on the air, Boston University

will sell its other Ocean State radio holding,
WXNI, 1230 AM, theWesterly, RI, based
station that currently broadcastsWRNI
programming to that region. Proceeds from

Don’t touch that dial!
Rhode Islanders celebrated a victory this spring whenWBUR,

Boston’s National Public Radio station, agreed to sellWRNI, 1290

AM, to the nonprofit Rhode Island Public Radio (RIPR).

Representing the fulfillment of a longtime dream for Rhode

Islanders who had worked tirelessly to bringWRNI here nearly a

decade ago, the agreement provides our state with its first-ever

locally owned and operated national public radio network. Rhode

Island was the last state in the nation to have an NPR station.

Joe O’Connor, General Manager, WRNI
“We will continue to feature high quality, national

programming, and the award-winning professional

and untainted news reporting that has come to be

synonymous with NPR.”

Eugene Mihaly, President of Rhode Island Public Radio
“I am convinced that with local ownership will come increased

local support. Once people tune into WRNI

they are hooked.”

8

Public radio finds permanent home in Rhode Island;
Philanthropy plays starring role



that sale will be credited towards the $2 million
RIPR is paying forWRNI. WBUR also will
facilitate and support in the transition and assist
with regulatory and related licensing matters in
the coming months.
FCC approval for the purchase of both

stations is expected take a few months, so
the official birth of Rhode Island
Public Radio will likely wait until
later this year.
“This historic agreement

ensures that Rhode
Islanders will control the
destiny of this
important media
outlet,” says Eugene
Mihaly, longtime
public radio advocate
in Rhode Island and
president of Rhode
Island Public Radio
(RIPR). “Local NPR
stations are the crown
jewels of communities across
the country. RIPR is thrilled
to bringWRNI home.”
O’Connor has worked with RIPR

to craft a long-range
fundraising strategy
since his arrival at
WRNI in 2005, and
notes that the station
must continue to raise
dollars – and raise its
sights – in the state.
“We will continue
to feature high
quality, national
programming, and
the award-winning
professional and
untainted news
reporting that has
come to be
synonymous with NPR,” O’Connor said.“In
order to sustain our current programming and
especially to add more local programming to
the station’s roster, we need the continual
support of our loyal listeners.”
Mihaly added,“I am convinced that with

local ownership will come increased local

support. Once people tune intoWRNI they
are hooked. Joe has brought enormous energy
to the station, not only from a programming
standpoint but also in terms of helping Rhode
Islanders understand exactly how they can
make a difference through their contributions
toWRNI.”
One of O’Connor’s programming success
stories is Trinity Rep Radio Theatre. He
notes with pride,“The partnership
with Trinity seemed like a perfect
match to us, and fortunately, Curt
Columbus,Trinity artistic
director, agreed. One of the
concrete benefits of being in
Rhode Island is the ease with
which artistic and cultural
organizations can connect and
forge partnerships. Coming
fromWashington and Boston, I
can tell you there are many
advantages to being the public
radio station in a smaller market.”
Radio Theatre is designed to

complement Trinity’s onstage
productions, and has featured works by

ThorntonWilder,Anton Chekhov, Charles
Dickens, OscarWilde,
and James Joyce.

Another local
show that has taken
off is Friday
morning’s Political
Roundtable featuring
Providence Journal
reporter Scott
MacKay and
University of Rhode
Island Professor of
Political Science
Maureen Moakley.
Moderated by Bob
Seay, who also hosts
Trinity Radio

Theatre, Roundtable presents balanced
perspectives and insights on the state’s top
political stories of the week. Recently,
O’Connor added a local edition of the popular
NPR show “This I Believe,” featuring personal
essays by Rhode Islanders eager to share
experiences that have indelibly influenced their

“This historic agreement ensures that

Rhode Islanders will control the destiny

of this important media outlet. Local NPR

stations are the crown jewels of communities

across the country. RIPR is thrilled to bring

WRNI home.” – Eugene Mihaly
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WRNI host Bob Seay and Curt

Columbus recording Trinity

Rep Radio Theater at the

WRNI studios, Providence.

Photo Credit: Mark Turek

Joe Wilson in the WRNI studio

performing for Trinity Rep

Radio Theater

lives. Rhode Island College Professor Rick
Reamer is producing the new segment, which
will air regularly onWRNI.
“The strong support of Boston

University,The Rhode Island
Foundation, and the Board of
Rhode Island Public Radio has been
instrumental in bringing to life the
new incarnation ofWRNI,” said
O’Connor.“I am grateful for
the opportunity to continue
strengthening this community
resource.And I must also thank the
growing number of listeners and the dedicated
WRNI staff who have contributed significantly
to the station since its inception. Stay tuned!”
For The Rhode Island Foundation, investing in
public radio is “a perfect expression of aligned

philanthropy that meets a critical need in our
community,” according to Gallo, who also
noted that the Foundation had been a staunch

supporter of the effort to create a
locally directed and controlled NPR
station sinceWRNI arrived in
Rhode Island.“Public radio is one of
the last institutions that embodies the
essential values of our democracy.
WRNI programs bring professional
expertise to bear on the challenges
facing our communities, and create
vital civic connections fromWesterly

toWoonsocket. Simply put, public radio can be
a powerful catalyst for positive change.And that
is philanthropy in action.”
All things considered, we’re thrilled to be

part of theWRNI story.

wrni.org
 Providence
 Westerly

Rhode Island’s NPR* news source
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“I wanted to create an
opportunity that was a
departure from the usual
scholarship. I thought of
making ‘wonder’ful
experiences – transforming
experiences – happen for
others. Experiences that
would promote personal
growth through travel.”
– Charlotte Metcalf

professional level and notes that one of his career
goals is “to own a bilingual practice.”

Cara Beller of Bristol, a junior vocal
music performance major at Hofstra
University (Hempstead, NY), received a
$4,500 fellowship to participate in
Westminster Choir College’s SummerVoice
Seminar in Florence, Italy this May and June.
The seminar will include daily Italian classes and
private voice lessons, as well as two concerts per-
formed by the participants. “I have always had a
deep love of and passion for music, particularly
vocal music,” she says.“My study has only deep-
ened this love and my dedication to forming a
career from it.”
Camia Crawford ofWakefield, a junior in the

Program of Liberal Medical Education at Brown
University, will travel to Southeast Sulawesi,
Indonesia this summer, using her $5,000 fellow-
ship to investigate and study the medical beliefs
of the Bajau, a rural seafaring society.“The
prevalence of disease increases amongst more
rural, impoverished and uneducated societies.
Thus there is a need to investigate and under-
stand these communities within the context of
both their culture and environment to ensure
better healthcare methods and approaches,” she
explains.
Leeann Schmitt ofWarwick, a sophomore

nursing major at Rhode Island College, will
apply her $5,000 toward an International
Scholar Laureate Program Delegation on
Nursing in South Africa. She will spend 12 days
exploring the health care systems in CapeTown,
Durban, and Johannesburg as one of 80 U.S.
nursing students nominated to attend the pro-
gram. She shares,“I believe that I will gain so
much by participating in this program... I love
the medical field because you can make all the
difference in someone’s life.”

Win a Metcalf Scholarship . . .
See the World!

Four college students from Rhode Island
will forfeit some of the traditional happy,
carefree days of summer to work as a
physical therapist inTuscany, study vocal
work with master teachers at a Summer
Voice Seminar in Florence, Italy, investigate
the medical beliefs of the Bajau seafaring
society in Indonesia, and explore the health
care systems in CapeTown, Durban, and
Johannesburg, South Africa.
The four “adventures” were developed by

area college students who just received support
totaling $19,500 from the Michael P.Metcalf
Memorial Fund at The Rhode Island
Foundation.Metcalf was chairman and publisher
of the Providence Journal before he died in a
1987 bicycling accident.
In helping establish the Metcalf Fund in his

memory 17 years ago,Metcalf ’s wife Charlotte
explained,“I wanted to create an opportunity
that was a departure from the usual scholarship.
I thought of making ‘wonder’ful experiences –
transforming experiences – happen for others.”
The experiences – all self-designed adventures
for college students outside their college class-
work – are intended “to promote personal
growth through travel.”
Kyle Anderson of Providence, a junior

physical therapy major at Springfield College
(Springfield,MA), will apply his $5,000 Metcalf
Fellowship towards a three-month physical
therapy and language immersion internship in
Florence, Italy. He explains,“The internship will
give me a great deal of professional experience
to help me not only learn more about [physical
therapy], but also see how professionals in
Europe are treating patients.” He hopes to
eventually work with athletes at the college or

grantmakingissues in
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THE RHODE ISLAND FOUNDATION AND BEYOND

Foundation welcomes
new board members

RONALD K.MACHTLEY, PRESIDENT OF
BRYANT UNIVERSITY, AND BENJAMIN
G. PASTER, ESQ., PRINCIPAL OF

PASTER & HARPOOTIAN, LTD., are the newest
members of The Rhode Island Foundation
board of directors, elected to five-year terms.
The 12-member board is responsible for
setting policy at
the Foundation,
and meets nine
times each year.
(A complete list of
board members may
be found on page 3.)
“It is a pleasure

to welcome these
distinguished Rhode
Islanders to our
board,” stated Foundation Board Chairman
George Graboys.“President Machtley’s leader-
ship experience in higher education and on
the national scene and Mr. Paster’s depth of
knowledge in estate and gift planning perfectly
complement the existing talents and skills of
our current board members.We are delighted
that they have agreed to serve.”
Former U.S. Congressman Machtley is

credited with dramatically improving Bryant’s
facilities, academic programs, and technology
during the past decade, resulting in the college’s
being named a university in 2005. He noted,

“The Foundation is the
premier philanthropic
institution in Rhode
Island, not only providing
leadership in charitable
giving, but also in
considering new
programs, new initiatives
and new constituencies.”
– Benjamin Paster, Esq.

“I am particularly
committed to partnerships
that strengthen Rhode
Island’s educational
programs and policies in
the K-16 arena.”
– Hon. Ronald K. Machtley

“I am enthusiastic about working with other
board members to ensure that our grantmaking
has the greatest possible impact in addressing
statewide challenges. I am particularly commit-
ted to partnerships that strengthen Rhode
Island’s educational programs and policies in
the K-16 arena.”
Benjamin Paster is no stranger to the

Foundation, having served
as a member of its
Professional Advisory
Council (PAC) from
2003-2005, and as its
chair in 2006. Paster has
also served as chair of
the Miriam Hospital
Foundation and has
acted as a planned

giving advisor to many
Rhode Island charitable organizations.
Commenting on his appointment to the

board, Paster noted his interest in the breadth
of organizations and agencies working
to improve the lives of Rhode Islanders.
“I have been deeply involved in philanthropic
endeavors, especially in medicine through my
longtime association with the Miriam Hospital
Foundation, but I know there is much more
out there.The Foundation is the premier
philanthropic institution in Rhode Island, not
only providing leadership in charitable giving,
but also in considering new programs, new
initiatives and new constituencies.”
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Jenkins, who makes her home
in Smithfield, came to the
Foundation after serving as head
of School One, an alternative
independent high school on
Providence’s East Side, and is
credited with increasing the

school’s budget from $250,000 to $1.5 million
during her 15 year-tenure. Jenkins also has
served as a consultant to the Annenberg
Institute for the past decade.

Kertzner, a Brown University
graduate and Providence resident,
was most recently program man-
ager at the Massachusetts Cultural
Council, administering grants to
329 municipally appointed local
cultural councils throughout the

state. He is also a professional storyteller who
has performed throughout Rhode Island.
Baer, Jenkins, and Kertzner are working

closely with newly promoted community
philanthropy associates Alexander McCray,
Wanda Miglus, and Inés Merchán.

Newest gift planning officer
Shelley Rhoads Perry of
Saunderstown, a recent graduate
of RogerWilliams University
School of Law, rounds out the
Community Philanthropy team.
Golden notes,“The launch of

Community Philanthropy has been
an energizing learning experience for every
member of the staff. Integrating our grantmaking
and development operations reflects our com-
mitment to building and aligning philanthropy
throughout Rhode Island.Our expanded staff
allows us to get out into the community in a
more deliberate and strategic way.”
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“Integrating our grantmaking and development
operations reflects our commitment to building and
aligning philanthropy throughout Rhode Island.”
– Carol Golden

Foundation implements
community philanthropy model

State’s largest philanthropy is
re-energized and re-focused

Aspart of a restructuring designed to
allow the Foundation to serve Rhode
Island more effectively, the organiza-

tion has added five new staff members in its
new department of Community Philanthropy,
and promoted several staff members to new
positions.
Heading the Community Philanthropy

Department is Carol Golden, ExecutiveVice
President and Chief Philanthropy Officer.
Golden, who has played a leadership role at the
Foundation for more than 15 years, oversees a
newly unified team of development and
grantmaking professionals, includingVice
President for Gift Planning and Stewardship
Kimberly Butler, and newly promoted Senior
Community Philanthropy Officers Anna
Cano-Morales and Owen Heleen.
Joining the group as community philanthro-

py officers are Andrew Baer, Denise Jenkins,
and Daniel Kertzner.

Baer, who has extensive expe-
rience in housing, workforce, and
economic development and a
keen interest in environmental
issues, previously held positions at
the Phipps Community
Development Corporation, the

YMCA of Greater NewYork, andYouth
Action Programs and Homes. He lives in
Charlestown.

Andrew Baer

Shelley
Rhoads Perry

Denise Jenkins

Daniel Kertzner



Mr. Matusiak goes to Washington

Foundation strategy and impact vice
president recipient of prestigious
scholarship

Ari Matusiak, who started at the
Foundation as a program assistant over
five years ago and was recently named

vice president for strategy and community
impact, will be heading to Georgetown
Law School this fall as a Public Interest Law
Scholar. Only eight members of each entering
law school class are admitted to this highly
selective program designed specifically for
students committed to a career in public
service. Public Interest Law Scholars are
assigned mentors who guide their studies and
provide real life exposure to public interest
law. Matusiak will be working with a staff
member in the office of Senator Ted Kennedy
(D–Massachusetts).
Announcing Matusiak’s departure from the

Foundation, President & CEO Ron Gallo
stated,“We are indebted to Ari for his
tremendous contributions to the organization

at every level. It is rare to encounter someone
with Ari’s verve, intellect, and catalytic nature,
which has certainly inspired the Foundation to
move in important new directions.We are
thrilled he has been selected for this wonderful
opportunity.”
Matusiak will work at the Foundation

through mid-July, focusing on the Center for
Nonprofit Excellence (see page 4) and planning
for HousingWorks RI’s next steps.
Congratulations,Ari!
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“I’d like to see us raise the Foundation’s profile throughout the state
so that more Rhode Islanders will understand how possible it is to
create their own philanthropic legacy here.” – Melanie Coonclockunder the

PreservingYour Nonprofit
Organization, Forever
Yours for the asking…
So your nonprofit can answer the question:

Should your endowment be at
The Rhode Island Foundation?

Call (401) 274-4564,
or visit www.rifoundation.org, to request
your free Endowment Partners booklet.



welcome

thank you
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We say hello to new PAC members . . .

To ensure that the Foundation stays current with issues in
philanthropy, and that we continue to provide the most
comprehensive services for our donors, we convene the
Professional Advisory Council (PAC). This 17-member
group also suggests ways for us to best identify and work
with other advisors. Council members are among the
Foundation’s most effective ambassadors in the community.

ROBERT BRESLIN, JR., ESQ. of Breslin, Sweeney & Earle,
LLP, Warwick, has just become the new PAC chair, and
joins with Foundation staff to welcome new members:

• EMILY J. MURPHY CHAMBERLAIN, ESQ.
Morneau & Murphy, Jamestown

• MICHAEL J. CHAZAN, ESQ.
Adler, Pollock & Sheehan, P.C., Providence

• A. MAX KOHLENBERG, ESQ.
Edwards, Angell, Palmer, & Dodge, LLP, Providence

• WILLIAM L. PALMISCIANO, MBA, CPCU, CLU, CHFC
AXA Advisors, LLC

• JOHN M. STAMP, Merrill Lynch, Providence

These five new members join the current Professional
Advisory Council (PAC) members:

MICHAEL AARONSON
Aaronson, Lavoie, Streitfeld & Co., PC, Cranston

JOHN PROCTOR BRAICA, CLU, CHFC
AIG Financial Advisors, East Providence

HAROLD BRIGGS, JR., CPA
DiSanto, Priest & Co./Bentley Wealth Advisors, LLC,
Warwick

DAVID J. CORREIRA, ESQ.
Correira & Associates, Providence

DORIS J. LICHT, ESQ.
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder, Providence

JANET MARCANTONIO, CFP, Merrill Lynch, Providence

ANNE MCCARVER, CFP
A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc., Newport

ANTHONY MIGNANELLI
Mignanelli & Associates, Ltd., Providence

FRANK A. MONTI, CPA
Kahn Litwin Renza & Co., Ltd., Providence

GREG PORCARO, CPA
Otrando, Porcaro, Pascarelli & Gill, Warwick

KATHLEEN A. RYAN, ESQ.
Partridge Snow & Hahn, LLP, Providence.

And thank departing PAC members
for their outstanding service:

GUY R. BUZZELL, CFP, Advest, Inc., Providence

JAMES HILTON, Smith Barney, Newport

JOHN P. HUNTINGTON, CLU, ChFC
Lafayette Life, Westerly

MARY LOUISE KENNEDY, ESQ.
Edwards, Angell, Palmer, & Dodge, LLP, Providence

BENJAMIN G. PASTER, ESQ.
Paster & Harpootian, Providence

JAMES C. SULLIVAN, ESQ.
Sullivan & Sullivan, North Kingstown

Foundation welcomes new vice president

Melanie Coon is the Foundation’s new vice president for communications and marketing. Coon’s
professional experience includes nearly two decades in both alumni relations and public
affairs/university relations at Brown University. She was named the University’s interim vice
president for public affairs and university relations in 2003 and successfully facilitated a transition to
new leadership before leaving Brown at the end of 2004 to become a communications consultant to
several local nonprofit organizations.
“It’s a great honor to join The Rhode Island Foundation,” said Coon. “You certainly can’t argue with

the mission. I’d like to see us raise the Foundation’s profile throughout the state so that more Rhode Islanders will
understand how possible it is to create their own philanthropic legacy here. The more our assets grow, the more
effective we can be in accomplishing our goals.”



One Union Station is published by

The Rhode Island Foundation

One Union Station,

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

PHONE: 401.274.4564

WEBSITE: www.rifoundation.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

one union station
Non-Profit Org.

U.S. Postage

PAID

Providence, RI

Permit No. 520

newsbackpage

Investment briefing
draws crowd to Foundation
It was standing room only in the Foundation’s Rhode Island Room
on Tuesday, April 3, when David Hirsch, Chair of the Foundation’s
Investment Committee, William McCarron, Principal of Prime
Buchholz & Associates, and Thomas Anderson of State Street
Global Advisors Charitable Asset Management Group, provided
an in-depth overview of the organization’s investment portfolio
strategies. More than 75 Foundation donors enjoyed lunch and a
comprehensive program, including a lively question and answer
session. The Foundation regularly hosts briefings in the fall
and spring.

Congratulations,

HousingWorks RI

On Wednesday April 25,

HousingWorks RI

received the Mayor’s

Affordable Housing

Partnership Award for

2007 at the annual

“Celebration of

Housing” breakfast.

As we begin writing the

next chapter in the

HousingWorks RI story

we will keep our eyes on

the prize: building a

better Rhode Island for

all Rhode Islanders.

Peter Damon,
Foundation board
member, listens as
William Phillips
questions the panel.


