
 
 
 
 
 
 

 FALL 2008 Community Focus Group Summary 
 
 
Background 

Students for a Safer Southside (SFSS) is a group of approximately 15 UC Berkeley 
Students who work under a U.S. Department of Education grant to reduce high risk 
drinking among CAL students in the South Campus area. SFSS researches the root causes 
of alcohol problems among UC Berkeley students in order to develop policy-based 
solutions.  

 
To assess the impact of student alcohol use and parties on the Southside’s long-term 

residents SFSS conducted a community focus group during the Fall 2008 semester. The 
purpose of the focus group was to gain an understanding of the experiences that long-
term residents in the Southside have had with students in regards to alcohol use and their 
feelings towards current programming and enforcement efforts. SFSS plans to use the 
information collected to evaluate our efforts thus far and make necessary 
recommendations for changes in policy and/or programming.  

 
The following bullets summarize the main points1: 
 
 

Main Points  
• Focus group consisted of 6 long-term Willard neighborhood residents. 2 

• Participants were asked a range of questions about their general experiences with 
students and alcohol as well as what the level of effectiveness was of current 
policies and programming. 

• All participants noted both positive and negative experiences with students in the 
past year, and participants also noted that in general students are good neighbors. 

• The most problematic experiences neighbors reported were the general trashing of 
the neighborhood by some students during move-out and the noise level of 
student parties particularly in regards to roving parties.  

• In regards to roving parties, neighbors find calling the police can be ineffective 
because of the time it takes for response. 

                                                 
1 If you would like the full report please email safersouthside@gmail.com 
2 The general rule of thumb for focus groups is to have no more than 8 participants at a 
time. Thus SFSS understands the need of conducting more groups in order to make 
generalizations. SFSS is still in the process of evaluating the usefulness of conducting 
more groups during the Spring 2009 semester. 



• Neighbors have found different avenues such as working with the City Manager’s 
office to contact Landlords of problematic properties to be effective in some 
cases. 

• For the majority of neighbors the frequency of disturbances from student parties 
was two to three times a week.3 

 

 

Recommendations 
• Increased enforcement for SHO and SRO. While the SRO is a great tool for 

the Police to use to immediately shut down parties and quiet the noise, 
however, it does not serve as a preventative tool. The SHO on the other hand 
is meant to prevent parties where underage drinking is occurring (the majority 
of Southside parties). 

• Increased communication and resolution between UC staff and Southside 
neighbors. At this point in time it is clear that many neighbors have seen an 
escalation in noise and vandalism due to the Southside problem. It is 
important for UC staff to join with the community in taking preventative 
actions such as internal4 and external5 policy changes.  

• SFSS should conduct further focus groups in order to make generalizations 
and verify the similarities in long-term residents experiences with student 
alcohol use and parties. 

                                                 
3 Thursdays and Fridays, or nights following a football game are the most problematic. 
4 UC Policies such as stronger punishment and enforcement of violations to the Student 
Code of Conduct or implementing Parental Notifications.   
5 Changing and/or amending Berkeley City Municipal Law to focus on environmental 
prevention of underage and high-risk drinking. 


