
Westwood Neighborhood Association Meeting 
November 14, 2006, 7:00 – 8:30 PM 

Hanawalt School 
 
 

President Brad Sammon called the meeting to order at 7:05 PM.   
 
1. Commendation for Former President David Barzen 

The first order of business was to express the association’s appreciation for  
the leadership that former President David Barzen provided during his term.   
This has resulted in an excellent foundation upon which to continue the  
association’s growth and accomplishments in behalf of the neighborhood.   

 
Secondly, President Sammon encouraged all members and neighbors to contact  
the association’s officers to express any concerns or to share any news about the 
neighborhood that would be informative for the association.       

 
2. Treasurer Report 
  

Beginning Balance:  $8,291.18 
 
Expenditure:          $0.00 
 
Deposit:                   $130.00  -New Memberships    
     -October Newsletter Advertisement 
 
Current Balance: $8,421.18 
  

3. Membership Committee 
In behalf of Rob den Hartog, Vicki Heiken reported the association now has 108 
members.  This represents 25% of the 425 households in the neighborhood.   

  
4. Signage Committee 

Barbara Bell reported the City’s Traffic and Safety Department approved the new 
Westwood Neighborhood sign today.  The City will work with our association on 
placement of the signs (i.e., utility pole or metal pole) and will install them at no 
cost.  They will be made by Kness Signs.  One will be prepared as a prototype for 
the association’s review and approval before the others are made.  A motion was 
made and seconded for the sign to be 24” by 27 1/2”.  All voted in favor of the 
motion.   
 
Discussion was held about the need for new signs that are placed at strategic 
intersections in the neighborhood announcing association meetings.  The current 
signs are made of corrugated paper and are deteriorating. They need to be updated 
with the new neighborhood logo and additional ones need to be purchased.   



The Signage Committee was asked to prepare a new design these signs (leaving 
room for written announcements) and bring a proposal to the association for 
review and approval.             

 
5. Social Committee 

David Barzen reported the neighborhood Holiday House Tour is cancelled for this 
year.    
 
The annual neighborhood meeting and social gathering at the Art Center will be 
held on Thursday, January 18 at the Art Center.  Live entertainment, soft drinks,. 
and appetizers will be provided.     
 

6. Governmental Affairs Committee  
John and Sharon Murphy will attend the monthly Des Moines Neighbors 
meetings as representatives of the Westwood Neighborhood Association.  These 
meetings are held at the St. Etienne Room in the Armory Building, 602 Robert D. 
Ray Drive.  During 2006, the meetings have been held on the fourth Thursday of 
each month beginning at 7:00 PM.  A calendar of meeting dates is available on 
the Des Moines Neighbors’ website “www.dmneighbors.org”.       
 

7. Greenwood Park Disc Golf Course Public Meeting  
A meeting to discuss installation of a new 18 hole Disc Golf Course in 
Greenwood Park will be held on Thursday, November 16 at St. Augustin’s School 
Cafeteria, 4320 Grand Avenue.  It begins at 7:00 PM.  Thom and Vickie Heiken 
will attend in behalf of the association.  
 

8. Neighborhood Identification  
Discussion was held about possible identifications for the neighborhood which go 
beyond installation of the Westwood Neighborhood signs.  Suggestions included 
installing a bench by the new bicycle trail or a clock tower on the corner of 56th 
Street and Grand Avenue.  A motion was made and seconded for David Barzen to 
form an exploratory committee to consider this further.  All voted to approve the 
motion.  
 

9. Block Captains  
Discussion was held about the role of block captains in the neighborhood and how 
this role could be enhanced.  Current ones are encouraged to solicit neighbors to 
become block captains.  This will reduce the amount of territory for which each is  
currently responsible. Another suggestion was that neighbors could be contacted 
via e-mail regarding association communications.  
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10. Expressing Appreciation to Neighbors 
Barbara Bell shared a sample note card which is available for block captains to 
use in expressing appreciation to neighbors who complete property improvements 
which benefit the neighborhood.  Those interested in using the note card should 
contact Barbara.  
 

11. Association Meetings  
Discussion was held about the day of the week future association meetings should 
be held, the frequency of meetings, separation of business meetings (i.e., Board of 
Directors’ meetings) from general meetings (i.e., members’ meetings ), and topics 
of future meetings.  It was consensus of members in attendance the meetings 
should continue to be held on Tuesdays, rather than another day of the week.   
 
A motion was made and seconded for there to be six (6) general meetings yearly, 
held on a bi-monthly basis.  The January and July meetings will be neighborhood-
wide social events.  There will be no meeting held in August and December.  The 
other meeting months will be March, May, September, and November.  All voted 
to approve the motion.    
 
The association’s officers will meet to discuss plans for holding the Board of 
Directors’ meetings.  
 
Possible topics for future meetings included having speakers present information 
about Project Destiny (i.e., a proposal for a sales tax increase to provide 
commercial property tax relief and funding for community projects in Dallas, 
Polk, and Warren counties), the Des Moines School Board, the Walnut Creek 
Bicycle Trail, and the Temple for Performing Arts / downtown development.  
 

12. Next Meeting  
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.  The next general meeting of the association 
will be held on January 18, 2007 at the Des Moines Art Center.     
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