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OFFICERS 
Chair:   Tina LeCoff   843-7268  Vice Chair:  David Gilfillan 848-7561 
Sec:   Betsy Franklin 843-5253  Treasurer:   Jim Bishop  849-2755 
 

Let’s brighten Penn Knox 
this Holiday Season! 
In an effort to provide a pleasant 
ambiance for the neighborhood, we 
would like to invite you to partake in the 
Light Up Penn Knox initiative.  We ask 
that the neighborhood put a single white 
candle in each of their front facing 
windows.  This could become a new 
Penn Knox tradition!  The tradition of 
placing a candle in the window goes 
back to colonial times in the United 
States and back much further in time for 
other cultures.  It symbolized warmth 
and security. 
 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 
 

A little more on light: 
You’ve noticed by now that PECO, AKA 
Exelon, has had the trees in our area 
“trimmed.”  In many cases, this was 
done with little concern for the trees 
themselves, leaving orphaned stumps, 
crowns removed and holes through 
foliage.  Sigh.  A call to the “Vegetation 
Manager” (true title) gets the information 
that the energy company can trim 
anything anywhere that they judge can 

possibly interfere with their wires.  
Apparently they can also top evergreens 
(not good). Leave weakened branches 
and use unsanitary practices that will 
spread tree diseases.  And apparently 
they can also take as long as they feel 
like to clean up, as the 5300 block of 
Knox Street discovered over the five 
days that the northwest side was 
impassable. 
 
Let one of us try this! 
 
Is it time to urge legislation to require 
this very profitable company to install 
underground utility lines, as have been 
required for many years in much of the 
country? 
 
@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 
 
BABY TREES 
Jim Bishop reports that the School for 
the Deaf has planted two nice sized red 
maples to replace the two copper 
beeches that were felled to allow the 
construction of their newest building 
fronting Coulter Street.  He also 
suggested that the tree that recently fell 
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in front of the community garden at 
Greene and Penn Streets might also be 
replaced.  The garden certainly could 
use some positive energy (and a 
cleanup).  Do we need to rethink our 
use of this space?  Perhaps plant it as a 
fruit orchard?  Currently a few stalwart 
neighbors uncomplainingly do all of the 
work and over sight of this space, with 
much of it unused.  If you have been 
considering using a plot this is a 
wonderful time of year to prepare their 
beds, and even to plant some things 
that need winter cold to produce, or 
when planted now will sprout in the 
spring. 
 
********************************************** 
E-MAIL LIST 
We are crawling into the last century (as 
befits a historic area), with the creation 
of a Penn Knox e-mail list by Chuck 
Potts.  So far it consists of the folks at 
the last meeting, plus those whose e-
mails were passed on.  Please send 
yours to cpott97613@comcast.net 
to be included.  This is the fastest, 
cheapest way to keep each other up to 
date on community concerns.  We 
promise not to try to sell you anything! 
 
********************************************** 
REMEMBER TO RAKE YOUR LEAVES! 
Keep in mind that street leaf collection is 
another service not offered to our 
neighborhood.  Bag them in paper sacks 
for city composting (a good thing).  
There is a collection schedule for this, 
but in the last two years, it was not 
followed.  Consider composting your 
leaves: it doesn’t take much space, and 
yields a lovely garden soil addition.  A 
mulcher speeds along the process 
(some lawnmowers can do this).  If 

there is interest, perhaps we can invest 
in a shared mulcher.  It’s one of those 
things that few of us will use enough to 
need to own one exclusively.   
 
********************************************** 
 
 
NEWSLETTER 
Please send submissions to: 
 
Julie Baranauskas 
5355 Knox Street 
    Or 
Put notes in mailbox on porch 
    Or 
Call 215.844.8024 
    Or 
Email 
jbaranauskas@verizon.net 
 
********************************************** 
PENN KNOX WEB SITE 
 
Chuck Potts is in the midst of creating a 
web site for Penn Knox.  The web site 
will be http://www.PennKnox.com.  If 
anyone wants a picture of his or her 
house on the web site or has ideas of 
what information we should include on 
the site, send an email or call Chuck at 
215.436.7657. 


