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LOUISVILLE-JEFFERSON COUNTY METRO

SPEED HUMP INSTALLATION POLICY

INTRODUCTION

The use of Speed Bumps and Speed Humps to control speeding, on neighborhood streets, is
documented within many jurisdictions, across the country.

Kentucky Revised Statutes (KRS) Section 189.337 is the controlling statute that stam traffic
control devices shall be controlled by a manual of standards and specificati s} a‘uniform
system of official traffic control devices for use upon all roads and streets in Kt te, including
incorporated cities.” The Kentucky Transportation Cabinet iss d 603 K% Administrative

Regulation 5:050 Uniform Traffic Control Devices, which |shes nual referenced by
KRS 189.337, and states that the standards and specific @ set for the Federal Highway
Administration publication Manual on |form T Comro@ewces for Streets and
Highways (MUTCD) shall apply to |c c eV|ces IIed on any publicly used
highway, road or street in Kentuc y %
In 1999, the Federal nghw mlnlstrat (FH %nnounced their plans to release a
revised edition of the M : announ t they were including a section on the
proper signage and m fOI’j |onsé%r g to install Speed Humps. The FHWA
esearch conducted and published by the Institute

lished standards for construction, signage and
practice entitled Guidelines for the Design and
opted by the FHWA for inclusion in the MUTCD.

chose signage and m standa sed on

of Transportation eers& he IT,

markings of Spe mps ir recom
lication o and t

Based W adop e I Imes by FHWA, the revised MUTCD now refers to Speed
Humps. The L -Jeffer ounty Metro (Metro) has interpreted this action to infer that
e Speed

the decision is a local decision and would not violate KRS 189.337.

The Louisville Met iIc Works and Assets Department (PW) has developed the following
policy based on the IT Gwdelmes for the Design and Application of Speed Humps and policies
adopted by other jurisdictions.

A. GENERAL

A review of the available national literature has shown that speed humps can be an effective and
appropriate measure for safely reducing vehicle speeds on certain types of streets, when installed
according to the provisions of this policy. In order for speed hump installation to be effective,
they will be located selectively following defined transportation engineering criteria and traffic
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engineering studies for ameliorating documented speeding problems. Proper installation, based
on the ITE guidelines, is also intended to minimize driver frustration and encourage safe driving
practices.

This policy promotes reasonable opportunities for residents and property owners most affected
by a proposed speed hump to participate together in the process that leads to its installation. It
also provides for a potential sharing of the speed hump installation cost between a Metro Council
District and the neighborhood.

B. DEFINITIONS

The following definitions apply for the purposes of this policy only.

APPLICATIONS for SPEED HUMPS - INCLUDES a petition of the affecte%propertv

owners. .
\C)

FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION - “The process by which streets and ki Ns are grouped
into classes or systems according to the character of serw%they ar ended to provide.”

(Highway Functional Classification and Needs Study Man

= Arterial System - provides for t E h traffic men @en areas and across the

city, with limited access to ng pro t o access controls and curb
uses.
=  Collector System - pr rtraff| ement @een arterials and local streets, with
limited access to abutt properti
= Local System x sdlreo% to @Jropertles
ITE - The Instltute 0 ort |

gmee;%
LOW DENSIT SIDEN L DW Includes single-family houses, townhouses,

duplexes, tr@ andqu\@ijaple@
CNM@ form(raf Control Devices.

ROADWAY%F portl a hlghway improved, designed, or ordinarily used for vehicular
Siv

travel, exclu of the or shoulder. If a highway includes two (2) or more separate
roadways, the term ay," as used herein, shall refer to any roadway separately, but not to
all such roadways c ively.

SPEED HUMPS - Geometric design feature of a roadway, consisting of a raised area in the
roadway pavement surface, extending transversely across the travel way, whose primary purpose
is to reduce the speed of vehicles traveling along the roadway.

SPEED - This refers to the 85" percentile speed, i.e., the speed at or below which 85 percent of

vehicles are traveling on the roadway for which an application has been received. The study
period shall be a minimum of 48 hours in length.
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SPEED CRITERIA - This pertains to speed that is 10 mph over the legal speed limit on the
roadway.

STREET - Refers to the length of the street with proposed speed humps that must be petitioned.
It is a 1,200 foot segment generally centered on the location of each hump, or length of the
block, whichever is greater. If the 1,200 foot segment extends into any part of an adjacent block
of the same street, it includes the entire length of the adjacent block, unless separated by an
intervening thoroughfare, traffic signal or offset intersection.

C. ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS

All of the following criteria must be satisfied for a street to be considered eligible for speed
hump installation.

1.

Petition. A petition that documents that a minimum of 70% of the af Q@ﬂ)roperty
owners on a low density residential street support the installation of s umps. The
Metro Public Works and Assets Department will, at the appro% me, supply the

“official” petition and identify the area and addresses,& pplicant must petition.
Location of the Street. The land us of the pro abu.tt street where the speed
hump is proposed must be c Sity r aI dwellings. This would

include public roadways wh /0 or mo the W are single family residential

dwellings. @ E"
Operational Characterist f the (Str é\(ab

a. The stree be useF fo owde abuttlng low density residential properties.
Ql

The s st n ntlfled oIIector or higher level street, as defined in the
or ne 2 oré Grap Speed humps WILL NOT be considered on streets

as Metr rough St
mqst 0 more h ) moving lane of traffic in each direction.
rafflc s mu than 300, but less than 3,000 vehicles, for the two-way

b voI day
. peed m@(ceed the Speed Criteria.

eet mus a speed limit of 25 mph, or less, as determined in accordance with
Metro C Ordlnances

The %St not be so close to a Fire Department facility as to significantly
interf mergency vehicle operations.

g. PW will¥also solicit comments from the appropriate Metro Police Division, appropriate
Metro Fire District, EMS, JCPS and appropriate service departments. If no comments
are received within two (2) weeks, PW will assume there are no objections. Should they
identify significant concerns which cannot be corrected, PW will not install speed
humps.

h. Speed Humps should not be considered on alleys.
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4. Geometric Characteristics of the Street

a. The street must have adequate sight distances to safely accommodate the hump, as
determined in writing by PW, as it is defined in the Traffic Engineering Handbook.
b. The street must not have curves or grades that prevent safe placement of the humps.

Therefore, Humps may be located on streets that contain curves and/or grades, but the
hump itself should not be located within a significant horizontal curve, or a vertical grade
greater than eight (8%) percent.

C. The street must be paved. If there are no curbs, a special design of speed hump must be
used to prevent vehicles from going around the speed hump.

D. COST RESPONSIBILITY

1. The cost for the speed hump installation (including signs, pavement markings, and,
necessary, special design features such as bollards, curbing or guardrail) ‘ggy shared
between the appropriate Metro Council District and residents or other f d&ources

2. The term *“Applicant,” when used in cost sharlng, oes not nQe ily refer to the
petitioners. It is used to define the share of the c |s not _theyesponsibility of the
appropriate Metro Council District and could y one ore citizens, or from
other private sources. Applic may be@ hump installation by

voluntarily paying the full ms% cost

3. Nothing in this sectmn}& des t smbﬂﬂy%}the appropriate Council District

funding the entire cos tallatlon smg th& uncil District’s discretionary funds,
i.e., NDF and or

p
E. SPEED HUMP\@MO\AA@ND ALTE ATION

. The pro r speed p remo@ teration by citizens is the same as the  process
for installati cept tha(‘there is mmﬁi rticipation in cost sharing.

can@ ssu %fo»of the cost for alterations or removal of speed humps

ed un is policy.
Nothing I this s excludes the possibility of the appropriate Council District from
fundlng the entire ¢ moval or alterations by using the Council District’s  discretionary

funds, i.e., NDF and IF.

F. SPEED HUMP LOCATION

Louisville Metro Public Works and Assets (PW) will work with the property owners to the
extent possible on the location of the Speed Hump. However, if, for engineering and/or safety
reasons, it is determined that the best location for the Speed Hump is in front of a property where
the property owner opposes it, then PW will make the final decision on placement.
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G. DESIGN STANDARDS AND PROCEDURES

The Louisville Metro Public Works and Assets Department will prepare and maintain current
design standards and installation procedures for speed humps according to this policy.

Application and design of speed humps shall comply with the Institute of Transportation
Engineers’ Recommended Practice, Guidelines for the Design and Application of Speed Humps.

All signage and pavement markings shall comply with the current edition of the MUTCD.
Should signage and markings not be defined in the MUTCD, they shall comply with ITE’s
Recommended Practice, Guidelines for the Design and Application of Speed Humps.
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LOUISVILLE-JEFFERSON COUNTY METRO

PROCEDURES FOR SPEED HUMP INSTALLATION

1. The initial request for the installation of speed humps must originate from the property
owners on the street. A request in writing with five (5) signatures of affected property
owners or a representative of a neighborhood group must be forwarded to the following

address:
Louisville Metro Public Works and Assets
Neighborhood Speed Hump Program
601 W. Jefferson Street, Suite 10
Louisville, Ky. 40202 o S
- OR - Q\

System at 574-5000. Ho ever, Publi S WI|| e a written signed request to
proceed with a determln

2. Louisville Metro sse make a preliminary determination of
eligibility bas allable cou peed studies in a timely manner.

An applicant may make the initial req @( r mfor ion through the MetroCALL

eet IS |ne eI|g|bIe the applicant’s representative will be
ertte ification o determlnatlon and its reasons.
b de S ay be aled in writing to the Director of Public Works and

Asset n thirt ays of the notification date. The Director will review

Q,\ the ermma’ggo@spond to the applicant’s representative within thirty (30)

% the quest

e st etermined to be eligible for consideration, a meeting will be

ranged&;ween the applicant’s representative, the appropriate Council District

Q repre ves, and appropriate staff from the Louisville Metro Public Works and
epartment to define the following:

E ) the Petition Area,

= the Approximated Speed Hump Location Range,
= and the Funding Options.
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d. The applicant’s representative will be instructed to submit a petition showing that
a minimum of 70% of the property owners on the street support the installation of
speed humps, as provided in the speed hump policy. Only petition forms supplied
by Louisville Metro Public Works and Assets may be used for this purpose and
only one (1) signature per address may be accepted.

3. After verification of the petitions, Louisville Metro Public Works and Assets will conduct
the necessary transportation engineering studies, including, but not limited to: traffic
volume, accident and speed studies, and solicit comments and recommendations of other
agencies, including, but not limited to, emergency service and appropriate service
departments. A determination of the street’s eligibility for speed hump installation will be
made in writing, in a timely manner, to the applicant’s representative, based on the speed

hump policy

a. If the street is determined not to be eligible for speed hum '%'aﬂion the
applicant’s representative will be notified in writing, g|vmg t son(s) it is
ineligible.

b. The decision may be appealed in the same as in S&on 2 within 30 days
of an eligibility decision. Once a Street is %ﬂvined t ineligible, either after
an appeal or when not appealed, app

derations will not be
accepted for two (2) yea the dat he me@y decision.
C. If the street is deter be ellg%’lhe S | be placed on a list of streets
eligible for sp eed |nst Louiswvi etro Public Works and Assets
will notify, in " the app ’S re tive.

4, Louisville Metr Wor@sse ake a determination of the total design,
engineering an Iatlo s and t 033|ble cost sharing responsibility of the

residents. §
5. Depen%bg% the method used for the cost of the speed hump installation, either
t nb5 pp y. Section 5a will apply if there is no Metro
cost (i. cost will be fully paid with voluntary private funding).

Sectj
articipatio
Ségtion 5b ppﬁa plicant requests any Metro Council District’s participation

e speed hump installation, if that option is available under
of the s ump policy.

a. Once |s placed on the list of streets approved for speed hump installation,
Metro b|IC Works and Assets will submit a statement to the applicant’s
representative for the cost of the speed hump installation. Upon receipt of
payment of the cost, the humps will be installed as scheduling permits. If full
payment has not been received within one (1) year from the statement date, the
street will be removed from the list of streets approved for speed hump
installation and all monies received, if any, shall be returned to the applicant’s
representative.
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I. Louisville Metro Public Works will prepare a report on an annual basis
containing a list of streets approved for speed hump installation that
require a funding share from the appropriate Council District.

ii. When the budget amount for speed hump installations has been approved
by the appropriate Council District, Louisville Metro Public Works and
Assets will notify the Applicant’s representative, in writing, of the speed
hump installation approval.

considered in the following years, for a maximum of three ditional

iii. A street that does not receive funding approval will automatically be
years. After that time period, a new request and petition&& re

iv. Installations not included in Council D trict fundgs be approved if
the full installation cost, including a 0% il District'Syshare, is voluntarily
paid, as provided in Section 5a.

Metro Public Works ets it a ent to the representative of
the property own rs ny cost Based Q@rovmons of the speed hump
policy. It will li total ortlon aid by residents and the portion
approved to be y the riate | District.  Upon funding approval
and receipt a me éﬂ,te ap share, the humps will be installed as
schedulé*g( ent& applicants share has not been received
withi f@g arg the statemeént date, the street will be removed from the

y
list ets 3@ fors umps and all monies received, if any, returned
&Q pplicant™s\wrepresen .

R
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