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PROTECTING YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD 
FROM DRUG DEALERS

By: CPP Maryanne Hunsberger

SIGNS OF DRUG ACTIVITY
Like many similar areas in the United 
States, Tampa faces a growing battle 
against drug sales.  The police can’t 
solve this problem alone.  Success 
requires community involvement.  It is 
important that you know what an inves-
tigation requires and how you can help.

CONTACT YOUR DISTRICT 
CRIME PREVENTION 
TEAM
Your District Crime Prevention Team 
can be a liaison for you with the various 
units of the police investigating the drug 
problem.  They will forward your infor-
mation to the Q.U.A.D. Sergeant in your 
neighborhood.

KEEP YOUR 
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH 
ACTIVE
An active Neighborhood Watch can alert 
your neighbors who may not be aware 
of possible drug activity and encourage 
them to observe and report it as well.  A 
Neighborhood Watch can help deter fu-
ture drug dealing in your neighborhood, 
and also help to prevent other types of 
crimes, such as burglaries, that often ac-
company drug activity.

When new neighbors move in, let them 
know that you have a Neighborhood 
Watch Program and invite them to join.  
This warns anyone who might consider 
your neighborhood as a drug base that 
you and your neighbors are alert and 
will report suspected criminal activity.

WHAT HAPPENS AFTER 
YOU MAKE A REPORT?

When you report drug activity, you may 
not see any police response.  The area 
or individuals you are reporting on may 
already be the subject of an on-going 
undercover investigation.  Also, since 
drug transactions seldom involve danger 
to participants or bystanders, crimes that 
endanger someone must have first prior-
ity for available officers.

Not sufficient for an arrest

Citizen reports are not usually the pri-
mary cause for a drug arrest.  Unless the 
citizen has special training or experience 
with drugs or drug users, the courts will 
probably hold that an arrest based only 
on his or her testimony isn’t justified.  
Since few citizens can meet these strict 
legal standards, officers who do have the 
training and experience must make their 
own observations and collect evidence 
that the courts will accept.

Some citizen complaints are found to be 
invalid when they are investigated.  This 
can happen when neighbors misinterpret 
what they see.  Sometimes it happens 
because the drug complaint is revenge 
for other neighborhood problems.  Both 
your rights and those of other people 
have to be protected in the process of 
stopping drug trafficking.

Provides cause for an investigation

Your reports are very important.  They 
let the police know there’s a problem, 
and you provide a reason for police to 

start an investigation of a person or loca-
tion or provide vital information for an 
on-going investigation.  Laws do no al-
low police to stop or investigate people 
without a good reason to believe they 
may be involved in illegal activity.  Your 
information may be vital to meeting this 
demand of the law.  

Search Warrants

If sufficient cause can be confirmed, 
a request is made to a magistrate for a 
search warrant for the house or build-
ing.  Residents who possess drugs will 
be arrested.  The court may release them 
on bail, however, and they may return 
to their neighborhood while they await 
trial.  Under the law, certain property 
may be confiscated by the government, 
and the proceeds of their sale given to 
law enforcement agencies to be used for 
drug enforcement activities.

What the Police would like to know

•  What makes you believe drugs are  
 being sold?
•  Do you know what drugs are  
 involved?  Have you seen any drug  
 paraphernalia?
•  How long has the activity gone on?
•  Have you reported this activity  
 before?  If so, when?
•  What is the address where the drug  
 activity is occurring (including  
 the apartment number) or the closest  
 intersection.
•  What type of building is it? (single  
 family, home, business, apartment)



•  Where on the property is the drug  
 activity taking place? (at the front  
 door, out the back window, in the  
 alley, etc).
•  Do you know where the drugs are  
 kept?
•  What is the pattern of the activity?   
 Time of day and days of the week  
 when it is the heaviest?  Number of  
 people in and out in a given hour?   
 Do cars drive up to the house or do  
 people park and walk up?  From  
 which direction do they come and  
 how do they leave?  Keep a written  
 log of your observations, including  
 dates and times, this can help identify  
 patterns. Have there been any other  
 crimes associated with the operation  
 (threats or assaults on neighbors,  
 increased burglaries, etc)?
•  Do you know the name and address of  
 the property owner?
•  Do you know the name(s) of the  
 person or persons suspected of dealing?
•  What do the suspected dealer(s) look  
 like? (sex age, race, height, weight,  
 build, hair and eye color, hair style,  
 facial hair, complexion, eyewear,  
 distinctive clothing). Be as specific as  
 possible with your description(s).
•  What type car(s) do the suspected  
 dealer(s) drive? (Make, model, year,  
 style).
•  How many people live in the house or  
 apartment?  Are there children?  How  
 old are they?
•  Any dogs?  What kind?  How many?
•  Any bars or other types of  
 reinforcements on the windows and  
 doors of the house or apartment?   
 What kind?  Where?  Any alarm or  
 security systems?  What kind?
•  Have you seen any weapons?  What  
 kind?  How many?

How to report drug activity

Don’t assume the police already know 
about the activity or that a neighbor 
will call.  Don’t assume one report is all 
that is needed.  If the activity keeps on 
occurring, keep on reporting it.  If the 
pattern changes, report that change.  All 
neighbors observing the drug activity are 
encouraged to report it.

GOVERNOR SIGNS TPD CHILD 
PROECTION BILL INTO LAW

By:  CPP Maryanne Hunsberger

When a TPD Major discovered a loop-
hole in the Luring and Enticing law, he 
went to work to change the existing law.  
In August 2005, a man attempted to lure 
an 11 year old girl off her bike and into 
his truck with a wad of cash. Tampa 
Police Officers quickly tracked down the 
suspect, but were unable to arrest him 
because of the loophole in the law. Major 
George McNamara was so outraged that 
he contacted Major Sophia Teague who 
has experience writing legislation. She 
wrote a law protecting neighborhood 
crime watch groups in 2004. It didn’t 
take her long to draft this new law.

Senator Les Miller and Representative 
Kevin Ambler sponsored the bill. Mayor 
Pam Iorio threw her support behind the 
proposed law while the national advo-
cacy group, Child Protection Education 

of America began lobbying for support. 
The bill passed easily in both houses. 
Major Teague and Major McNamara 
were in Tallahassee as the Governor 
signed the bill into law in June 2006. 

It’s now a first-degree misdemeanor to 
lure or entice a child into a car or build-
ing. The old law only allowed officers 
to arrest a suspect if the offender had 
a previous conviction of a sex offense 
against a child. A second offense is now 
a felony. The new legislation also allows 
officers to arrest on this misdemeanor 
without witnessing the crime. 

Congratulations to Major S. Teague and 
Major G. McNamara for their dedication 
and commitment in developing a new 
bill that will help protect children in the 
State of Florida.

EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2006
THE SUBSTANTIAL CHANGE IN THE STATUTE IS:

A WARRANTLESS ARREST CAN BE MADE FOR A PERSON OVER 
THE AGE OF 18, IF THEY ENTICE OR LURE, OR ATTEMPT TO 

ENTICE OR LURE A CHILD UNDER THE AGE OF 12 INTO A 
STRUCTURE, DWELLING OR CONVEYANCE WITHOUT THE 
CONSENT OF THE CHILD’S PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN, 

FOR A MISDEMEANOR OF THE FIRST DEGREE EVEN IF THEY 
HAVE NEVER BEEN CONVICTED OF A SIMILAR OFFENSE.

Protecting Your Neighborhood  from Drug 
Dealers – continued

785.025 LURING OR ENTICING A CHILD:  Under the original statute the 
offender had to have been convicted of a similar offense before he/she could be 
charged under this state statute number. 



History of StreetSentz

RadioShack launched StreetSentz in 
2003 as its national corporate citizenship 
program to help educate families about 
staying safer from abduction, violence 
and exploitation. StreetSentz is aligned 
with RadioShack’s strategic focus on 
families, and allows its team members 
to become active, caring members of the 
community in every neighborhood in 
America.  Since its inception, Street-
Sentz has provided more than one mil-
lion children with Free Child ID Kits. 

Get a FREE Child ID Kit!

In the instance that your child goes 
missing, it is important to provide law 
enforcement officials with an up-to-date 
photo and other pertinent information 
about your child right away. A Child ID 
Kit is an easy way for you to quickly 
and effectively provide law enforce-
ment with a personalized record of your 
child’s identity.  

Learn the steps you should take in the 
event a CHILD IS MISSING.  Act im-
mediately if you believe that your child 
is missing. 

•  If your child is missing from home,  
 search the house checking closets,  
 piles of laundry, in and under beds,  
 inside old refrigerators-wherever a  
 child may crawl or hide. 
•  If you still cannot find your child,  
 immediately call your local law- 
 enforcement agency. 
•  If your child disappears in a store,  
 notify the store manager or security  
 office. Then immediately call your  
 local law-enforcement agency. Many  
 stores have a “Code Adam” plan of  
 action-if a child is missing in the  
 store; employees immediately  
 mobilize to look for the missing child. 
•  When you call law enforcement,  
 provide your child’s name, date of  
 birth, height, weight, and any other  
 unique identifiers such as eyeglasses  
 and braces. Tell them when you  

 noticed that your child was missing  
 and what clothing he or she was  
 wearing. 
•  Request that your child’s name and  
 identifying information be  
 immediately entered into the National  
 Crime Information Center (NCIC)  
 Missing Person File.   

RadioShack Corporation is com-
mitted to your privacy online. Your 
information is confidential and will 
only be utilized to provide you with the 
information you requested. It will not be 
retained. RadioShack will not share your 
information with any third party. 

Just go online and “Get a FREE Child 
ID Kit” by completing the form.  The 
web site is www.streetsentz.com/
common_sentz.php.  If you do not have a 
computer at home, visit the public library 
in your area and request assistance with 
their computer, usage is free.

WE MUST STOP LOOKING 
FOR EXCUSES - “PASSING THE 

BUCK” AND TAKE “BACK” 
THE RESPONSIBILITY OF 

RAISING OUR CHILDREN!  IT 
TAKES ALL OF US.  THROUGH 

OUR ACTIONS WITH EACH 
OTHER, WE TRAIN OUR 
CHILDREN!  THEY WILL 

LEARN FROM OUR ACTIONS.

Let’s learn and implement all that 
we can to help our children become 
productive citizens and remain safe

in this society! 

REMEMBER  SOMEONE 
IS WATCHING US - FOR 

EVERY CHOICE THERE IS A 
CONSEQUENCE

Information was provided by Streetsentz
and Corporal Brenda L. Hunt
Crime Prevention Unit

FINGERPRINTING YOUR CHILD KEEPING 
YOUR COOL 

THIS SUMMER 

USEFUL TIPS FOR 
SENIORS

By:  CPP Maryanne Hunsberger

Source: www.2theadvocate.com/health

Because of the way the human body 
ages, seniors have much more trouble 
dealing with summer heat than younger 
people do. 

Older adults can’t cool down as well, 
may not perceive heat as well, and are 
less likely to feel thirsty – all very dan-
gerous problems when the sun is beating 
down. 

The American Geriatrics Society has a 
set of hot-weather tips to help seniors 
stay safe, including:

•  Pay close attention to the thermometer,  
 so you know how hot it really is.
•  Turn on the air conditioner or go  
 somewhere that’s air-conditioned,  
 such as a shopping mall, senior center  
 or movie theater.
•  Avoid walking long distances, lifting  
 heavy objects or other strenuous  
 activities.
•  Drink lots of water and other clear  
 drinks that don’t contain alcohol or  
 caffeine. If your urine is a light yellow  
 color, you’re drinking enough water.  
 If it’s a darker yellow, you need to  
 drink more fluids.
•  Take cool showers or baths.
•  Wear lightweight, light-colored, loose- 
 fitting clothing and a hat.

Dehydration is a potentially deadly loss 
of water in the body. Warning signs 
include weakness, headache, muscle 
cramps, confusion, and passing out. 

If you think you’re struggling with 
dehydration call your doctor or 911. 
Meanwhile, drink plenty of water and, 
if possible, “sports drinks” such as 
Gatorade, which contain salts called 
electrolytes that your body loses when 
dehydrated. 



“The Mission of the Hillsborough County Citizens Corp Council 
to harness the power of every individual through education, 
training, and volunteer service, to make communities safer, 
stronger, and better prepared to respond to the threats of 
terrorism, crime, public health issues, and disasters of all kinds.”

Michael Gonzalez, Ph.D.
Tampa Fire Rescue, Training Chief
Hillsborough County Citizen Corps Council,
Chairperson

CHAPTER 19-46 & 19-47 PUBLIC NUISANCE & OFFENSIVE CONDITIONS

Section 19-46: Public Nuisance

(A)  It shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant of any real property to allow or permit at any time a public nuisance as   
	 defined	in	this	chapter.		
(B)  It shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant of any real property, abutting any public street or right of way, to allow the
  existence of a public nuisance between the paved or graded surface of any street intended for vehicular travel and the   
	 property	line	of	the	abutting	property.
(C)  It shall be unlawful for any owner or occupant of any real property, abutting any undeveloped or abandoned right of way or  
 alley, to allow the existence of a public nuisance, between the centerline of the right of way or alley and the property line of  
	 the	abutting	property.

Section 19-47: Offensive Conditions

Nothing shall be allowable on the premises within the limits of the city that shall in any way be offensive or noxious by reason 
of the emission of odors, gases, dust, smoke, light, vibration or noise, nor shall anything be constructed or maintained that would 
in	any	way	constitute	an	eyesore	or	nuisance	to	adjacent	property	owners	or	residents	or	to	the	community.

CODE ENFORCEMENT
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM

By: Susan Wanrick

Citizen Corps is the component of USA Freedom Corps that creates opportunities for individual citizen to take 
ownership by volunteering to help their communities prepare for and respond to emergencies by bridging together local 
leaders, citizen volunteers and the network of first responder organizations, such as fire departments, police departments 
and emergency medical personnel.

The mission of Citizen Corps is to harness the power of every 
individual through education, training, and volunteer service 
to make communities safer, stronger, and better prepared to 
respond to the threats of terrorism, crime, public health issues, and 
disasters of all kinds. Local, state and federal leaders agree that to 
effectively create a secure and safer homeland, communities must 
take ownership and engage in training, preparedness, and citizen 
involvement.

September has been identified as national preparedness month. It 
is important for all citizens to develop a plan to better take care 
of themselves and their families when unexpected events occur. 
The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina reinforces the need for people 
everywhere to learn to fend for themselves during a disaster, because 
just like what happened in Louisiana, you may not be able to see an 
emergency responder for days. The Hillsborough County Citizen 
Corps supports the nationally sponsored Neighborhood Watch, Com-
munity Emergency Response Team, Volunteers in Police Service, 
Medical Reserve Corps, America’s Waterway Watch and Fire Corps 
programs.

To learn more about the Hillsborough County Citizen Corps, please visit our website at www.volunteerhillsborough.org.
116 S. 34th Street • Tampa, FL 33605 • (813) 242-5410 • FAX: (813) 242-5390 • Email: Michael.Gonzalez@Tampagov.net



The Sunshine State is known for warm 
temperatures	and	bright	sunshine.		The	
tropical climate of Florida provides 
a perfect setting for outdoor activi-
ties	and	lots	of	fun.		Although	Florida	
is well known for sunshine, beaches 
and citrus the state also has a great 
reputation when it comes to the Natural 
Phenomenon “LIGHTING”.		Florida	
is considered the “Lighting Capital” 
of	the	United	States.		NOAA,	(National	
Weather Service) reports that more than 
one million cloud to ground lighting 
strikes jolt Florida each year, resulting 
in over 50 people being struck annually, 
most of which require hospitalization; 
however of the 50 lighting strike victims 
approximately 10 incidents result in 
death.		The	Tampa	Bay	area	is	struck	by	
more lighting than any other part of the 
state.		Nearly	50	lighting	bolts	blast	each	
square	mile	of	the	bay	area	annually.	

To ensure your safety and the safety of 
your loved ones it is important to know 
what	to	do	when	lighting	strikes.	Below	
are some simple safety precautions that 
you and your family can take when a 
thunder or lighting storm threatens your 
area.

STAY ALERT
•  Monitor local weather conditions  
 regularly with a special weather radio  
	 or	AM/FM	radio.
•  Recognize the signs of an oncoming  
 thunder and lighting storm-towering  
	 clouds	with	a	“cauliflower”	shape,		
 dark skies and distant rumbles of   
	 thunder	or	flashes	of	lighting.		Do	not		
 wait for lighting to strike nearby   
	 before	taking	cover.

SEEK SHELTER
•  Look for a large, enclosed building  
 when a thunder or lighting storm   
	 threatens.	
•  If you are in a car and it has a hard  
 top, stay inside and keep the windows  
	 rolled	up.
•  Avoid small sheds and lean-tos or  
	 partial	shelters,	like	pavilions.
•  Stay at least a few feet away from  
 open windows, sinks, toilets, tubs,  
 showers, electric boxes, outlets, and  
	 appliances.		Lighting	can	flow	through		
	 these	symptoms	and	“jump”	to	a			
	 person.
•		Do	not	shower	or	take	a	bath	during	a		
	 thunder	or	lighting	storm.
•  Avoid using regular telephones,   
	 except	in	an	emergency.		If	lighting		
	 hits	the	telephone	lines,	it	could	flow		
	 to	the	phone.		Cell	or	cordless	phones,		
 not connected to the building’s wiring,  
	 are	safe	to	use.

IF YOU ARE CAUGHT 
OUTSIDE (If you are unable to 
reach a safe building or car, knowing 
what to do can save your life.)

•  If your skin tingles or your hair stands
 on the end, a lighting strike may be
	 about	to	happen.		Crouch	down	on	the		
 balls of your feet with your feet close  
	 together.		Keep	your	hands	on	your		
	 knees	and	lower	your	head.		Get	as		
 low as possible without touching your  
	 hands	or	knees	to	the	ground.
 DO NOT LIE DOWN!
•		If	you	are	swimming,	fishing	or
 boating and there are clouds, dark  
 skies and distant rumbles of thunder  
	 or	flashes	of	lighting,	get	to	land			
	 immediately	and	seek	shelter.

•  If you are in a boat and cannot get to  
 shore, crouch down in the middle of  
	 the	boat.		Go	below	if	possible.
•		If	you	are	on	land,	find	a	low	spot		
 away from trees, metal fences, pipes,  
	 tall	or	oblong	object.
•  If you are in the woods, look for an  
	 area	of	shorter	trees.		Crouch	down		
	 away	from	tree	trunks.

HELPING SOMEONE WHO 
IS STRUCK BY LIGHTNING

When someone is struck by lighting, get 
emergency medical help as soon as pos-
sible.		If	more	than	one	person	is	struck	
by lighting, treat those who are uncon-
scious	first.		They	are	at	greatest	risk	of	
dying.		A	person	struck	by	lighting	may	
appear	dead,	with	no	pulse	or	breath.		
Often	the	person	can	be	revived	with	
cardiopulmonary	resuscitation	(CPR).		
There is no danger to anyone helping a 
person who has been struck by lighting 
no	electric	charge	remains.		CPR	should	
be	attempted	immediately.

SAFETY is the key to survival during a 
thunder and lighting storm event!!!!  
Remember:  When you have a plan you 
can	then	prepare	for	the	unpredictable.		
Let’s be prepared and have a safe and 
happy	summer.		

FLORIDA – THE LIGHTNING 
CAPITAL OF THE
UNITED STATES

By:  MPO Veronica L. Hills, Special Operations Division
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IN CASE OF AN 
EMERGENCY, CAN WE 

GET HOLD OF YOU?

The	police	and	fire	departments	respond	
to	emergency	calls	everyday.		In	some	
situations	the	officers	or	paramedics	need	
to get in touch with the family member 
of a victim, the owner of a residence or 
business, or the next of kin for someone 
who	is	going	to	be	hospitalized.		

What would happen:
•  …if you were in a car accident and  
 became unconscious, and your small  
	 children	were	with	you.
•  …if your home or business was   
	 burglarized.

If these situations occurred to you or a 
loved one, could we get in touch with 
someone?  Here is how you can help us, 
help	you.		

Emergency Contacts
•  If you have an alarm system, keep
 your emergency contact information  
	 updated.

•	 Keep	a	list	of	emergency	contacts	on		
	 your	refrigerator	or	by	the	phone.

•  Participate in ICE (In Case of   
 Emergency)

•  Program your home phone or cell  
 phone with the contact name ICE:

	 1.		ICE	-	Home	and	enter	your		 	
  home phone number
	 2.		ICE	-	Work	and	enter	your		 	
  work phone number

•  If you are over the age of 60, do you  
 have a File-of-Life?  It’s a red sleeve  
 that contains all of your medical   
 information, allergies, and contact
	 information.		One	copy	is	kept	on		
 your refrigerator and the other is   
	 placed	in	your	purse	or	wallet.	Contact
 your crime prevention team, if you  
	 would	like	to	obtain	one.

“SPECIALLY ACQUIRED 
COPS”

By:  Lieutenant C.S. Courtoy

How many people know what the SAC 
squad is or what they do?  No, they are not a 
group	of	men	and	women	who	“brown	bag”	
their meals at work (though some of those on 
this	squad	do).		They	are	a	group	of	men	and	
women who are among the hardest working 
on	our	department.		Handpicked	by	their	
handpicked supervisors, they are some of 
the best and brightest the department has to 
offer.		Willingly	adjusting	their	work	hours	
and days to meet departmental needs and 
recognized criminal patterns (oftentimes on 
a day’s notice), these folks are committed to 
the successful completion of the departmen-
tal goal of making Tampa a better place to 
live	for	the	city’s	residents.		As	the	lieutenant	
charged with overseeing this squad’s activi-
ties	in	District	Two,	I	think	it	fitting	that	I	
provide you with some hard facts and choice 
examples of just what your public servants 
have	accomplished	to	date.		Know	that	the	
squad I speak of only represents one of the 
six	specialized	units	known	as	“SAC”	that	
exist	at	the	Tampa	Police	Department	and	all	
are	worthy	of	praise	for	their	self-sacrifice	
and	dedication	to	the	police	mission.

Squad	230	works	on	cycle	“A”	in	District	
Two and is led by Sergeant Linda Mitchell 
and	Corporal	Carl	Milillo.		With	over	40	
years of police experience between the two, 
there exists a wealth of knowledge and 
police	“know-how”	that	they	bring	to	their	
squad.		Officers	Ron	Casale,	Kristen	Davis,	
Pat	Headen,	Mike	Hutner,	Kati	Iversen,	
Ken	Nightlinger,	Steve	Prebich,	and	Paul	
Scott round out the lineup that place fear 
in the hearts of would-be criminals should 
they	cross	the	proverbial	line.		This	squad	
typically works in a plain-clothed capacity 
driving regular cars that you see on the street 
everyday.		The	acronym	“SAC”	stands	for	
“Street	Anti-Crime”	and	basically	means	
they exist to combat the criminal element 
in a manner that normal uniformed police 
would	find	difficult	to	do	(surveillance,	intel-
ligence	gathering,	etc.).		Besides	their	“nor-
mal”	responsibilities,	these	officers	are	often	
called	upon	to	fulfill	advanced	departmental	
manpower	needs	for	special	events	(Gas-
parilla,	hurricanes,	special	operations,	etc.).		
As	you	can	imagine,	such	a	broad	definition	
of	a	work	assignment	demands	flexibility	
necessitating the aforementioned scheduling 
adjustments.

Since January 1st of this year, this squad 
has	produced	340	arrests	(152	felony	and	
188 misdemeanor), 115 citations, 79 street 
checks,	and	51	prostitution	cases.		Highlights	
of	these	statistical	figures	include:	(1)	2	ar-
rests of subjects with the seizure of 16 grams 
of	powder	cocaine,	514	grams	of	marijuana,	
$1162 cash, and a pistol, (2) an arrest of a 
subject resulting in the seizure of 305 grams 
of	marijuana	and	$5,423	cash,	(3)	a	prostitu-
tion arrest that led to the arrest of a narcotics 
dealer and the seizure of 60 grams of rock 
cocaine	and	a	2003	Cadillac,	(4)	3	arrests	
of subjects with the seizure of 235 grams of 
rock cocaine, 15 grams of marijuana, and 13 
vials of steroids, (5) the arrest of a subject 
wanted	by	the	U.S.	Marshall’s	office	for	kid-
napping, aggravated assault, battery, grand 
theft, and obtaining property with a forged 
check, and (6) a detailed investigation into 
the whereabouts of a known bank robbery 
that ended in a successful arrest ultimately 
garnering	the	primary	officer	departmental	
honors.		These	cases	are	but	a	few	of	those	
worthy of recognition originated by the 
members of this squad and only space in the 
form of this article restricts a more detailed 
accounting	of	their	exploits.		Suffice	it	to	say	
that there have been numerous in-progress 
arrests for auto burglary, home burglary, and 
auto theft that have been the result of pains-
taking, intelligent police work conducted by 
the	members	of	this	squad.

To say that I am proud to be associated with 
such	a	fine	group	of	men	and	women	would	
be	an	understatement.		As	a	work	associate,	it	
is	difficult	for	me	to	put	into	words	the	desire	
and dedication I have personally observed 
when it comes to these folks attempts to 
get	the	job	done.		I	have	routinely	received	
requests when the situation warranted that 
they be allowed to work late to accomplish 
a task requiring continued surveillance or 
additional intelligence gathering without 
regard to their personal discomfort in order 
to bring an investigation to its successful 
conclusion.		Such	commitment	to	the	police	
mission and ultimately to the city’s citizens 
oftentimes goes unnoticed and the purpose of 
this article is to point out to you (our ultimate 
“bosses”)	the	character	and	commitment	of	
those	whom	serve	you.		To	be	fair,	all	of	our	
police	officers	(both	uniformed	and	plain-
clothed) are worthy of praise, however, it 
takes a special person to put forth the effort 
routinely displayed by these special folks 
and I thought someone ought to make sure 
you	were	“introduced”	to	one	of	your	SAC	
squads.		So	while	the	acronym	“SAC”	has	a	
departmentally	recognized	meaning	defined	
above, I believe the title of this article could 
also be easily substituted to more accurately 
define	the	personality	of	those	with	whom	I	
have	been	entrusted	to	oversee.
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MESSAGE FROM 
MARYANNE

Maryanne Hunsberger

EAST TAMPA INITIATIVE
In July we had an initiative that targeted 
a	small	portion	of	the	East	Tampa	area.		
Once	again,	we	worked	collectively	with	
Animal Services, Tampa Electric, City 
of Tampa Code Enforcement, and our 
new	partners,	Bright	House	Networks.		
Everyone planned ahead for this initia-
tive to provide a better quality of life for 
our	residents.		In	just	four	hours	we	ac-
complished a lot and everyone received 
a personal thank you from Captain Marc 
Hamlin on behalf of the department 
and	District	III.		These	partnerships	are	
working so well, that we hope to contin-
ue conducting more and more operations 
with	all	entities	involved.		Here	are	the	
results	from	everyone’s	hard	work.

Hillsborough County Animal Services
46	tickets/citations
12	field	investigation	reports
16 impounds • 2 door notices

Tampa Electric
3 inspections and no violations

Bright House Networks
150 house checks
2 cable theft arrests
2 pending arrests • 27 warnings

City of Tampa Code Enforcement
57 code enforcement violations
19 notice of violations on vehicles

Tampa Police Department
2 arrests for Bright House
Escorted animal services throughout the 
target	area.	Assisted	all	other	entities	on	
a	needed	basis.

Operation	TLC	will	be	underway	in	the	
Grant	Park	area	on	August	9th.

Once	again	it	is	that	time	of	year	when	
many crime watch coordinators organized 
their neighborhoods to join forces with 
thousands of other communities nation-
wide	for	the	23rd		National	Night	Out	
(NNO)	crime	and	drug	prevention	event.

Citizens throughout Tampa sent a 
powerful message about neighborhood 
unity, awareness, safety, and police-
community partnerships, as well as crime, 
drug	and	violence	prevention.		Criminals	
will know that neighborhoods in Tampa 
are truly united and dedicated to building 
safer,	more	caring	communities.		The	
benefits	your	community	derives	from	
NNO	extends	well	beyond	one	night.

On	Tuesday,	August	1,	2006,	residents	
in neighborhoods throughout Tampa and 
across the nation, locked their doors, 
turned on outside lights and spent the 

evening outside with neighbors and 
police.		Many	neighborhoods	through-
out Tampa hosted a variety of special 
events such as block parties, cookouts, 
drug marches, dog patrols, contests, and 
youth activities, along with visits from the 
Tampa	Police	Department,	Fire	Depart-
ment	and	U.S.	Army.		Mayor	Pam	Iorio	
and her staff from the Neighborhood 
Relations	Office	also	attended	many	loca-
tions and had a great evening with our 
neighborhoods.

A special thank you goes to Target who 
is	a	national	corporate	sponsor	of	NNO,	
they graciously supplied donations, door 
prizes and volunteers at several of our 
locations.			The	Tampa	Police	Department	
commends Target’s history of support, 
collaboration and partnership with law 
enforcement.		Target	recognizes	the	need	
to develop partnerships that bring together 
knowledge and resources for meaning-
ful and positive results that lead to safer 
and	healthier	communities.	The	Crime	
Prevention Bureau looks forward working 
together with Target at future events in 
our	community.

Chief Steven Hogue believes promot-
ing community awareness; safety and 
neighborhood	unity	is	essential.		With	the	
need to focus on the importance of police-
community partnerships and the need for 
citizens	to	get	involved	in	our	fight	for	
safer	communities	and	a	safer	nation.

Bowman	Heights	 N.E.	McFarlane	 Woodland/Sanchez
Hunter’s	Green	 Henry/Ola	 Evelyn	City
Hampton Terrace Heritage Isles Jersey Park
J.	L.	Young	 University/Square	 Briarwood
Eyes of Sulphur Springs Window Watchers Belmont Heights II
Belmont Heights III Broward/South Seminole Northview Hills
Duckwatchers		 Rainbow	Heights	 S.	E.	Seminole	Hts	I
S.	E.	Seminole	Hts	II	 Seminole	Hts	Mobile	Patrol	 East	Ybor	Civic/Crime	Watch
Gary	NHW	 15th	Street	NHW	 Positive	Action

The	groups	that	have	already	registered	their	National	Night	Out	project	for	the	
National Awards Program through National Association of Town Watch must 
remember	to	send	the	post	projects	reports	in	by	September	8th.  

The	Tampa	Police	Department	would	like	to	thank	everyone	who	worked	tirelessly	
ensuring	successful	National	Night	Out	programs	in	our	communities.	The	following	
Crime	Watch	groups	participated	in	the	23rd	National	Night	Out	program.		Be	sure	to	
send	me	copies	of	pictures	from	your	evening	so	we	can	highlight	your	community.		
The	neighborhoods	that	participated	in	the	2006	National	Night	Out	are:

MISSION - The	mission	of	the	Tampa	Police	Department	is	to	reduce	crime	and	enhance	the	quality	of	life	through	a	cooperative	
partnership	with	all	citizens.

VISION - The	Tampa	Police	Department	will	be	recognized	as	a	diverse	and	progressive	agency	that	will	work	with	the	community	to	
make	our	city	a	safe	place	to	enjoy	an	outstanding	quality	of	life. 

VALUES - Respect • Integrity • Teamwork • Excellence
• Reduce crime rate by another 10% • Increase efforts to build strong partnerships with citizens and improve communications to enhance 
community	policing	•	Decrease	the	number	of	traffic	fatalities	and	crashes	through	enforcement	and	education	campaigns.



On Duty
with the

Tampa Police
Department

is now available anytime
at your local library!

You	can	now	watch	Police	
Chief Steve Hogue as he 
hosts	“On	Duty	with	the	
Tampa	Police	Department”	
anytime	that	fits	your	
schedule!		You	can	check	
out	a	DVD	from	any	Hill-
sborough	County	library.	
The public safety program 
showcases special opera-
tions in Tampa’s neighbor-
hoods.	The	15-minute	
segment will take you on 
patrol with the men and 
women	of	TPD.

Tune in:
Sundays	at	8	p.m.
Tuesdays	at	5	p.m.
Thursdays	at	1:30	p.m.	

It	also	airs	on	CTTV
channel	15.
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DISTRICT ONE
Crime Prevention Team

Officer	Charles	Hicks	
Office	-	354-6600

					Beeper	-	255-0047
Chuck.Hicks@tampagov.net 

CPP	“Fee”	Covias	-	Office	354-6692
Beeper - 308-1126

Fiorella.Covias@tampagov.net 

DISTRICT TWO
Crime Prevention Team

Officer	Greg	Hattle
Office	-	931-6541
Beeper - 339-5557

City Cell Phone:  610-5177
Greg.Hattle@tampagov.net 

CPP Lisa Timmer
Office	-	931-6541
Beeper - 291-9377

City Cell Phone - 310-6813
Lisa.timmer@tampagov.net 

DISTRICT THREE
Crime Prevention Team

Officer	Ronda	Jones-Barber
Office	-	276-3317
Beeper	-	339-5423

City	Cell	Phone	-	310-0407
Ronda.Jones-Barber@tampagov.net 

CPP	Neris	Gonzalez
Office	-	276-3317
Beeper	-	339-0143

Neris.Gonzalez@tampagov.net	


