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Minutes, August 1, 2006 
 
 

Recorded by: Dawn Forrester 

Board Members Attending: Elizabeth Bradshaw, Quentin Fleming, John Flynn, Dawn 
Forrester, Judy Golden, Joan Graves, Babs Lebowsky, Cynthia Winter, George Wolfberg, 
Elizabeth Zaillian, Isabelle Mizrahi, Alejandro Ortiz 

Excused:  Barbara Archibald, Jill Baldauf, Lisa Bittan, Shirley Fischer, Steve Richards, 
Marilyn Wexler. 
Guests: Irene Stern, Rand Plewak 

Meeting was called to order at 7:05pm by President George Wolfberg. 

Introductions: 

Minutes June 13th, 2006.  The minutes from June 13th were approved. 

Treasurer’s report: (07/31/06). 
Savings $ 2,833.19 
Checking 3,945.11 
Certificate 10,192.31 
Total $16,970.61 

Membership:  There are currently 299 paid members 

Park Issues: 
John Flynn reported that the Rustic Canyon Park has not been under park ranger 
service since January 2006 and that if there are any problems in the Park to call the 
General Services Office of Public Safety at 213-978-4670.  There is one lead officer to 
cover the area from Mullholland to the airport and to East of the 405.  His name is John 
Keers.  
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The following email message was received from the new commanding officer of the 
General Services Office of Public Safety: 

The Department of General Services Office of Public Safety took over law enforcement 
and security from the park rangers in February, 2006. We have a 24/7 Communication 
Center to receive and dispatch calls for service throughout the City. OPS has divided the 
City into seven patrol districts and have police officers assigned to patrol these areas on 
a regular basis as well as respond to calls for service. 

Our Headquarters is located in the Civic Center and we have a Valley and Griffith Park 
Sub Stations.  

Please call our Communication Center at 213-978-4670 or the Watch Commander at 
213-978-4660 for assistance in quality of life issues or criminal activity and we will send 
a police officer to handle the call.  

Please call me if you would like to further discuss our operations. 

Richard M. Musquiz, Commanding Officer 
Parks and Facilities Bureau 
City of Los Angeles 
Department of General Services 
Office of Public Safety 
213-978-4683 
richard.musquiz@lacity.org  

John Flynn mentioned that fireworks were found in the park which he took to the Fire 
Station, although he subsequently learned that the LAPD Bomb Squad should have 
been contacted.  The park office was closed for lack of assigned staff around 6:00 PM 
on the 4th of July with over 100 people in the park.  John also reported on the use of 
portable BBQ’s and that there was a fire in a dumpster after one of the trash cans filled 
with live coals was tossed in.  Darren in the park office who has been doing an excellent 
job called the fire department.  The Association is in contact with Patrick Kennedy who 
has replaced Tom McCall as area maintenance supervisor.  Mr. Kennedy sent the 
following report: 

REPORT FROM PATRICK KENNEDY 

Here is what I have been able to find out.  

In the same manner that Griffith Park is in a "VERY HIGH HAZARD SEVERITY ZONE", 
Rustic Canyon Park is also considered to be a "VERY HIGH HAZARD SEVERITY ZONE." 
In the same manner that BBQ's are allowed in designated areas in Griffith Park so are 
they allowed in designated areas in Rustic Canyon Park, such as those locations where 
the BBQ's are permanently installed. 

To say portables are not allowed would not be accurate. So you can see enforcement of 
a Rule or Regulation against portable BBQ's would be very difficult, plus you would have 
to have a Park Security Officer at the location to enforce any such regulations. Further 
to the best of my understand there is no specific Municipal Code against portable BBQ's.  

I think our best answer is to install a "Hot Coal Disposal Unit" and have it placed in the 
immediate location around the picnic area.  

mailto:richard.musquiz@lacity.org
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I have instructed my staff to go ahead and order a "Hot Coal Disposal Unit" for the 
Rustic Canyon Park. They cost $1,104.40 each when purchased in a quantity of 10 or 
more. Not sue what it will cost us for just one.  Plus delivery charges.  It may take a 
couple of weeks to get it delivered. I am not sure exactly how long that will really take, 
but we will put a rush on the order. 

I did go out and see the park with Mr. Brad Haynes, Park Maintenance Supervisor for 
the District and we discussed the turf area in front of the building. 

Apparently that is where all of the kids from the day camps congregate.   This constant 
use of the area is causing the wear and tear on the grass and the constant foot traffic is 
causing compaction of the soil.   Soil compaction makes is difficult for water to penetrate 
the soil and get to the roots. He did inform me that the irrigation is working properly. I 
told him to have his staff double check it anyway.  I further instructed him to have his 
staff aerify fertilize the turf. This most likely will not resolve the problem.  Constant foot 
traffic is just going to keep wearing out the turf, but we will do the best to keep it 
green. 
 

Park Flasher 
Alejandro Ortiz asked if anyone else had heard about a flasher at the Rustic Canyon 
Park who is exposing himself to children. Please call Lead Officer Moore at 310-444-
0737 if you know anything about the flasher or if you happen to be flashed.  The board 
agreed that Officer Moore be requested to establish a random Police presence in the 
park to deter these sorts of event.  George will contact Officer Moore.  [reply from 
Officer Moore:   I have been driving by the park often and have instructed watch three 
officers to do the same. ] 

Report on Kingman, San Lorenzo and Stassi Lanes 
Andrea Epstein gave an update on these streets and what has been done about the 
complaints of trash bins and “no” parking signs.  It is as follows: 

I wanted to provide you with an update on Stassi, Kingman & San Lorenzo for tonight's 
meeting.  
668 San Lorenzo 
~ The lowboy has been removed.  A permit for the dumpster has been approved with 
conditions that must be followed  
705 San Lorenzo 
~ The dumpster has been moved to the driveway apron a permit has been applied for 
and flashing lights have been added  
744 Kingman 
~ Dumpster did get a permit and flashing lights have been added   
739 Kingman  
~ The dumpster in the roadway has been removed 
700 Kingman 
~ Office trailer have been moved closer to the driveway apron and has filed for a permit 
with reflectors  
647 Kingman 
~ The trash bin in the roadway has been removed  
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630  
~ Both the storage bin & trash bin has been removed from the public right of way  
2 "NO PARKING" signs have been replaced by DOT at the blind curve on Stassi  

Old Business: 

Army Reserve Center: 
John Flynn went to Senator Feinstein’s office for a meeting. Barbara Boxer sent out a 
letter saying that the land that was donated to veterans was privately donated and 
could not be sold privately.  The internet “auction” resulted in one bid for $1 which has 
been accepted.  The bidder’s name was not announced.  County law suit on this sale is 
pending. 

Beach Water Quality: 
The water is not pooling out near the ocean and we have been given a grade A in 
recent Heal the Bay report cards.  Why we do not get an A+ since water is not draining 
into the ocean is unknown. 

There was talk about possible sewage leaking at 323 E. Rustic.  Isabelle Mizrahi brought 
up pollution at Protero Canyon runoff (the drain comes out at the Baywatch Tower) and 
George informed us that Protero Canyon is NOT tested, not even once, despite his 
request to the City. 

Prop K: 
George Wolfberg informed the board that work will “supposedly” start after Labor Day. 
The sprinklers are a MUST DO and the Bureau of Engineering has been urged to work 
with the Dept. of Water and Power to implement smart sprinklers that turn off if it is 
raining. There are many components of the project approved by the local citizen 
committee [LVNOC] and the City is unwilling or unable to state which of these will be 
constructed.  Complaints have been received about the poor condition of the fence 
along Latimer, which is on the schedule for replacement.  The outdoor basketball court 
was repaired after the water leak, but a new surface and benches are part of the 
program.  The Engineer was urged to obtain a slip-free surgace. 

Emergency Preparedness: 
Joan Graves and Isabelle Mizrahi brought up neighborhood disaster preparation, or lack 
of preparation.  They will follow up with a program to increase community awareness. 
preparedness and participation.  

 
Meeting Adjourned at 8:20 pm. 
 

 
Next Board meeting, Tuesday, September 12. 
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