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City Shortlists Development Candidates; Seeks Proposals for 
‘Chollas Triangle’ Site 
Site Offers Unique Opportunity to Build Smart Growth, Mixed-Use Development 
 
SAN DIEGO – Four qualified development teams have been selected from a pool of nine respondents to 
receive a request for proposals for the “Chollas Triangle Site,” a 36-acre site within the Crossroads 
Redevelopment Project Area in southeastern San Diego. The City’s Redevelopment Agency is seeking 
proposals that incorporate smart growth, mixed-use features that complement the City’s long-range growth 
and neighborhood revitalization strategies. 
 
The four teams, Barratt American, D.R. Horton, Great Northern Partners and Lennar, were chosen based 
on their experience, capabilities and expertise of the development team. Furthermore, access to financing 
and strong personnel in key disciplines such as design, project management and finance were also key 
measures for the selection.   
 
The Chollas Triangle Site is approximately 36-acre site generally bound by parcels along both sides of 
University Avenue to the North, Chollas Parkway on the South/East and 54th Avenue on the West.  
Currently the site contains various uses including commercial, institutional, and utilities. The parcels along 
University Avenue are zoned “Community Commercial” while the parcels further south and north of 
Chollas Parkway are zoned “Light Industrial.”  Chollas Parkway is owned by the City of San Diego and 
may be vacated and conveyed to facilitate development of the site. 
 
On July 27, 2006 the City of San Diego Redevelopment Agency requested qualified development teams to 
design a mixed-use development utilizing the majority of an area identified as the “Chollas Triangle Site”. 
The Agency encouraged proposals that address the majority of parcels within the site, including those north 
and south of University Avenue. Additionally, the Agency reserved the right to separate the development 
site into independent but related development sites. 
 
The goal of the Agency is to selected one or more of these qualified development teams to construct a 
mixed-use development with the following characteristics: residential uses including market rate and 
affordable housing; neighborhood serving retail uses, such as food stores, drug stores and sit down  
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restaurants; neighborhood serving commercial/office/employment uses; includes park space/green space; 
incorporates pedestrian and transit oriented design; and restores and enhances Chollas Creek. The 
development proposal should be consistent with the Mid-Cities Communities Plan and include concepts 
described within the plan such as: restore and enhance the appearance and function of existing commercial 
development; maintain and strengthen the pedestrian orientation of commercial areas; foster a safer and 
more interactive community through the controlled mingling of uses, including commercial, residential, 
and employment; and adherence to the principles of crime prevention through environmental design.  
 
Crossroads is one of the Agency’s most recently adopted project areas.  Since its adoption, Crossroads has 
enjoyed a successful collaboration with the various community planning groups including the Crossroads 
Redevelopment Project Area Committee (PAC) created for the purpose of advising the Agency. The 
Redevelopment Agency’s eminent domain authority within the project area excludes single-family 
use/zoned parcels. 
 
The establishment of the Crossroads Redevelopment Project Area affords the community and 
Redevelopment Agency certain resources to improve the existing economic and physical conditions and 
implement the adopted community plans (College Area and Mid-City Communities). In addition to the 
traditional Redevelopment tools, projects within the Crossroads Redevelopment Project Area will be 
implemented through other economic development tools and resources, including business improvement 
districts, facade improvement programs, first time home buyers assistance and more.  
 
Redevelopment activity in the area is gaining momentum. Last spring the Agency approved a Disposition 
and Development Agreement (DDA) with CentrePoint LLC to construct a $110 million, pedestrian-
oriented mixed-use project located along the 6300 block of El Cajon Boulevard at 63rd street to the west.  
The CentrePoint project will offer 312 residential units, consisting of 97 townhouses, 204 residential flats 
and 11 live/work units.  Fourty-seven affordable units will be provided on-site and will remain affordable 
in perpetuity. The project will also include 4,000 square feet of retail space, 610 off-street parking spaces, 
and open space and recreational facilities. Just north of the Chollas Triangle Site,KB Homes broke ground 
for Parc@54th,a 90-unit development which will include 2-3 bedroom units, with 2.5 baths. The unit square 
footage featured in the development will range from 1,077 square feet.-1,625 square feet. 
 
For more information about the Crossroads Redevelopment Project Area, contact the Redevelopment 
Agency/City Redevelopment Division at (619) 533-4233 or visit the City’s Web site at 
www.sandiego.gov/redevelopment-agency.  
 

# # # 
 

The City of San Diego Redevelopment Agency eliminates blight from designated areas, as well as achieves the goals of 
development, reconstruction and rehabilitation of residential, commercial, industrial, and retail districts. Redevelopment is one 
of the most effective ways to breathe new life into deteriorated areas plagued by social, physical, environmental or economic 
conditions that act as a barrier to new investment by private enterprise. The City of San Diego Redevelopment Agency consists 
of three divisions: the City Redevelopment Division (housed in the City of San Diego’s City Planning and Community 
Investment Department), the Centre City Development Corporation and the Southeastern Economic Development Corporation. 
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