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Apr. 30--The developer of Villages of Woodland Springs will build an 8-foot-high 
retaining wall to prevent erosion at a planned Keller district elementary school after 
truckloads of dirt were stolen from the site. 

District officials and the subdivision developer, Mehrdad Moayedi, said they don't know 
who took the soil. Keller administrators said they notified Fort Worth police but were 
told that the case would be difficult to solve.  

In the meantime, Moayedi has agreed to build the retaining wall to prevent potential 
drainage problems caused by the missing dirt. The barrier will also help screen the 
school, scheduled to open in August, from nearby Woodland Springs houses, Moayedi 
said.  

But some Keller school board members say further investigation is needed.  

"I am very much concerned that someone apparently illegally altered our property," 
Trustee Randy Pugh said. "I didn't feel the appropriate steps were followed to determine 
what occurred."  

District officials discovered that 1,000 yards of dirt had been removed last fall from 
Independence Elementary School, under construction near Park Vista Boulevard and 
Keller Hicks Road in far north Fort Worth. The missing dirt lowered the district's 
property by about 4 feet to street level, said Mark Canterbury, the district's architect.  

Sites of homes under construction at the school's western border had also been lowered 
by several feet.  

"Someone's cut our property down," Canterbury said. "They apparently cut ours to match 
them."  

If nothing is done, the change in grade will cause water to drain into the nearby homes, 
he said.  

The board resolved the matter Monday by voting 4-3 to approve the retaining-wall 
agreement with Moayedi on the recommendation of administrators. The district would 
have had to spend about $50,000 to build the wall, Pugh said.  

In return for building the barrier, Moayedi will receive a sewer-line easement and a 
temporary construction easement across district-owned land between Keller Hicks Road 
and Golden Triangle Boulevard. An apartment complex is planned near the site.  



Moayedi speculated that builders removed the dirt at Independence Elementary for 
houses under construction in Woodland Springs. He said his company, MNP Phase IV 
Section V, plans to begin work soon on the masonry fence. Under the agreement, the 
project must be completed within 30 days. MNP Phase IV Section V is a subsidiary of 
Centurion American Development Group, a Bedford developer of upscale communities.  

Moayedi said he contacted Keller administrators repeatedly two years before construction 
began on his development to determine how they could work together to solve any 
problems. He said in one case that he had to call 20 times before a call was returned.  

"We didn't know what they were going to do," he said in a telephone interview Thursday. 
"They wouldn't tell us what they were going to do. We were ready to go."  

Bill Stone, the Keller district's assistant superintendent for business operations, said that 
administrators had talked to Moayedi about the district's plans for grading Independence 
Elementary but that nothing had been decided.  

Administrators notified Fort Worth police property crimes Detective Vince Rumsey 
about the missing dirt, but no report was filed. Police could not determine that an 
intentional theft had occurred, and the school district was working with Moayedi to 
resolve the problem. So police did not proceed, Rumsey said.  

"I discussed it with my lieutenant, and we didn't think there was a criminal case," 
Rumsey said. "It seemed like there was a lot of confusion, and he [Moayedi] was trying 
to make good."  

School board President David Farmer said he still wants to determine whether the district 
has legal options. And he said he would have preferred that the agreement designate who 
would maintain the wall.  

"I think we would still be interested in understanding how our property was changed," he 
said. "Once we know that, that would help us better understand what avenues need to be 
pursued."  

But Trustee Bob Apetz said he supports the agreement, saying he is satisfied with how 
administrators handled the matter.  

"Once they found out about the problem, they went to the police," he said. "That's the 
prudent thing to do."  

Some trustees also expressed concern about granting Moayedi the easements because 
they could help expand multifamily housing in the area.  

Officials are concerned about enrollment in the 26,000-student district, which has been 
increasing by 2,000 students annually.  



But other trustees said the district needed to go forward with the retaining wall quickly.  

"I think it is more important that we take care of the immediate problem," Trustee Scott 
Brown said.  
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IN THE KNOW  

How they voted  

Trustees voted to approve an agreement with the developer of Villages of Woodland 
Springs -- MNP Phase IV Section V -- to have MNP build a retaining wall at the planned 
Independence Elementary School.  

Voting in favor: Bob Apetz, Scott Brown, Cindy Lotton and Linn Jencopale  

Voting against: Jarrett Armstrong, David Farmer and Randy Pugh  

Trustees also voted to grant MNP Phase IV Section V a sewer-line easement and a 
temporary construction easement across district-owned land between Keller Hicks Road 
and Golden Triangle Boulevard.  

Voting in favor: Apetz, Brown, Lotton, Jencopale and Armstrong  

Voting against: Farmer and Pugh  

 


