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EASTY TIPS TO HELP YOU NOT BE VICTIMIZED
By: Maryanne Hunsberger

Remember that burglaries are crimes of
opportunity, where entry is gained due to
homeowners knowingly or unknowingly
leaving a window, a door, or a garage
door open or unlocked. Here are some
easy tips to help you not be a victim of a
burglary!

1. Lock All Your Doors 24/7 *

Most unlawful entry is through
doorways.
• 51% of break-ins occur during

daylight.
• 49% occur after dark.
• 8,600 break-ins a day, 1 every 13

seconds.

2. Deadbolt All Exterior Entrances

Most burglaries are the result of
forcible entry.*
• Every exterior entryway into your

home needs a deadbolt with a full
1" throw bolt.

• Treat the door from garage to
inside the house as an exterior
door.

• Exterior doors should be solid,
1-3/4" hardwood, with secure
frames.

3. Intruders Fear The Spotlight

An intruder’s greatest fear is being
seen. Don’t give them a place to hide.
• Good exterior lighting around
your perimeter creates a psycho
logical barrier.
• Consider motion activated light

fixtures.
• All porches and other entrances

should be lit with at least a 40-
watt bulb.

• Trim overgrown bushes, tree
limbs, or landscaping to the height
of porches or windows.

4. Glass Can Shatter Your Security

• Locks less than an arm’s length
away from glass panels and
sidelights require glass brick,
grates or grills.

• A sliding glass door is lifted into
position when installed and easily
lifted out if you’re not careful.
Adjust screws in the door track to
limit clearance. Add a wooden
dowel or broom handle too.

5. “While You’re On Vacation”

Maintain the appearance of
occupancy at all times.
• Use automatic timers to turn on

different lights at different times.
• Have a trusted neighbor pick up

your mail and newspaper.
• Most break-ins occur between 10

am and 3 pm. put a radio or a TV
on a timer. Turn the ringer on the
telephone down.

6. Have Neighborhood Watch
Meetings

Host Neighborhood Watch meetings
for your community, and invite law
enforcement officers to attend, to
address concerns of your community
and give, training and crime
prevention techniques.

7. Do Not Hide A Key
Under The Mat

• Never hide keys under a mat, or
taped above a doorjamb; burglars
know these places.

• Leave a key with a trusted
neighbor.

• Don’t place identification tags on
your key or key rings.

8. Help The Police Help You

• House numbers should be at least
4" to 6" high, reflective and visible
from the street.

• Numbers should be illuminated at
night.

• Report strangers running through
private yards, alleyways, or anyone
looking into windows of houses or
parked cars.

• Call the police. Don’t worry about
false alarms. Better to be safe than
sorry.

• Call 9-1-1 if an emergency
threatens human life or property.
If it’s not an emergency, call the
non-emergency number:
813-231-6130.

9. Burglars Prefer Cash

Burglars want cash or
items easily fenced for cash; small
electronic equipment, computers,
cameras, jewelry, hand guns.
• Empty stereo and television boxes

in the garbage area are a strong
temptation to “inquire within.”

• Hide your valuables or keep them
under lock and key.

• Engrave your valuables with
“THIS PROPERTY STOLEN
FROM…” and include your
driver’s license number. Marked
property is difficult to fence and
easier to recover.

10. Gone In 60 Seconds

Research by the National Crime
Prevention Institute shows that
burglars generally will work no
longer than 60 seconds to obtain
entry.

Study* FBI Statistics: Uniform Crime Reporting Program, Additional Sources: U.S.
Department of Justice, Bureau of Statistics: National Crime Victimization



DEAR NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH MEMBERS

I would like to take this opportunity to
introduce myself.  My name is Captain
Luis Adan and I have been recently
assigned to the Tampa Police
Department’s Crime Prevention Bureau.
As Captain of the Crime Prevention
Bureau, I am looking forward to meeting

A purse stolen from a shopping cart, a
laptop taken from an unlocked car, a cell
phone from a booth in a restaurant
while the owner was in the bathroom,
and a backpack left unattended at a
table in the public library. These are just
a few examples of crimes of opportunity.
Crimes that police departments across
the nation take reports on every day.

It only takes a moment for a dishonest
person to seize on an opportunity
presented to him or her. For instance, a
dishonest person goes to a popular buffet
restaurant for dinner. She is eating
dinner, minding her own business when
a family comes in and sits at the table
next to her. She watches as the mom puts
her purse on the seat and throws a coat
over it. Then they all go to the buffet to
fill up their plates. The dishonest person
did not go out that night looking to steal
a purse, but the opportunity presented
itself. In a second’s time the “opportunist”
grabs the wallet out of the purse and slips
it into her own.

Or take the case of “Joe Citizen”. He is a
businessman who rides the bus several
times a week. Joe sets his briefcase on
the floor next to him, then nods off for a
little nap after a long days work. The
“opportunist” sits nearby or maybe even

CRIMES OF OPPORTUNITY,
DON’T BE A VICTIM

By: Maryanne Hunsberger

with and working with every member
from each neighborhood watch group.

The Crime Prevention Bureau is
dedicated towards working in
conjunction with the citizens of Tampa
to further reduce crime and make
Tampa a better place to live.  As we
enjoy this busy holiday season, I would
like to remind everyone to stay alert of
their surroundings and to report any
suspicious activity to the police.  By
making our property and ourselves a
harder target for criminals to prey upon
and by taking a proactive approach to
crime prevention, we can all help make
this new season a safe one.

next to Joe. When the bus stops at the
next stop, the “opportunist” picks up the
briefcase like it was his and quickly gets
off.  Since Joe didn’t have the briefcase
in his lap, between his feet, or even just
leaning against his leg, he didn’t feel it
being taken and did not know it was
gone until it was his stop.

Unfortunately, in this day and age, we all
need to be vigilant with our belongings at
all times. We cannot afford to leave things
unattended even for a minute without
taking the risk of a theft. You could strap
your purse into the shopping cart with
the baby seat belt.  Try to hook your foot
through the loop of a shopping bag while
you are sitting on a bench at the mall,
and remember to place your backpack
between your feet at the movies or a
sporting event, so that you can feel it if
someone tugs at it. There are many easy
ways to keep an eye on your belongings,
but the most important thing you can do
is to be aware that these kinds of thefts
happen. In our society with many people
addicted to drugs and looking for ways to
get quick money, there are opportunists
everywhere. It takes much less energy to
prevent a crime like this than to have to
replace items stolen. Be vigilant and
remember it could happen to you!

Here’s some ways to ensure your “most
precious cargo” is riding safely in your car:

Be sure your child is using the right seat.
A study of about 18,000 children in
nearly 12,000 car crashes revealed that
only half were properly restrained.
Infants should face backwards until they
are a year old and weigh at least 20
pounds (it’s not either/or), the installed
seat should not move more than 1 inch
in any direction and there should be no
more than one finger space between the
strap and the collarbone level.  Children
need booster seats until the seat belt
straps fit as they do with adults (low
across the lap and tight across the chest
and shoulder, which usually occurs by
80 pounds.

Keep kids in the back.  One of every
eight children involved in a crash was
sitting in the front passenger seat, a
dangerous spot.  Air bags can save adult
lives, but they can be unsafe for young
children.  Those who sit in the front seat
have more than three times the risk of
injury as children restrained properly in
the back seat.  Even the new second-
generation air bags that do not deploy
with as much force can still cause harm.

When are they old enough to sit in the
front?  The current recommended lowest
age is 12, but a UCLA study showed that
children up to age 14 are still at an
increased risk of injury from air bags.
Experts say it’s not just bigger body size
that lowers the risk: Changes during
puberty, such as increased bone and lean
body mass, are also protective factors.

For more information about car safety,
go to www.safekids.org

ARE YOUR
CHILDREN SAFE
IN YOUR CAR?

By: Maryanne Hunsberger
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Consumers must act quickly when they
realize they are the victims of identity
theft. Quick action may prevent the thief
from making further use of the victim’s
identity, and may make the process of
restoring the victim’s credit rating easier.
As soon as the victim realizes their
identity has been stolen, the victim must
take action:

DOCUMENT YOUR ACTIONS

• Keep a log of the date, time and
substance of all personal and telephone
conversations regarding the theft.
The log also should include the
name, title and telephone number of
each person to whom the victim
speaks.

• Follow up each telephone call with a
letter that confirms the conversation
and any agreed-upon action. The
victim should send all correspondence
by certified mail, return receipt
requested, and keep a copy of each
letter and each return receipt.

• Report the crime to the police
immediately. Ask the police to issue a
police report pursuant to the theft of
your personal identification
information. Give the police as much
information and documentation as
possible. Creditors, banks, credit
reporting agencies and insurance
companies may require a police report
to verify the crime of identity theft.

• Call the fraud units of the three major
credit reporting agencies. Inform each
credit-reporting agency of the identity
theft. Follow the steps outlined under
“Protect Your Credit History”. Keep all
documentation regarding the identity
theft in one folder or binder, readily
accessible and clearly organized. In
complex identity theft cases involving
credit, banking and loan fraud, an
expandable file with multiple
compartments may be the best choice.
Consider keeping a “journal” of
actions in a computer file that can be
easily updated and printed when a
copy is needed.

PROTECT YOUR CREDIT
HISTORY

Identity theft occurs for the same reason
most crime occurs - financial gain.
Thieves steal an identity in order to
illegally obtain money and/or merchan-
dise, usually through the use of fraudu-
lent credit accounts. The thief does not
intend to repay the loan or pay for the
merchandise, and the bad debt is
reported to a credit-reporting agency.
The three major credit reporting
agencies in the United States are:

EQUIFAX
To Order a Credit Report:
(800) 685-1111
Fraud Unit: (800) 525-6285
Mailing: P. O. Box 105873
Atlanta, GA 30348

EXPERIAN (formerly TRW)
To Order a Credit Report:
(888) 397-3742
Fraud Unit: (800) 301-7195
Mailing: P. O. Box 2104
Allen, TX 75013-2104

TRANS UNION CORPORATION
To Order a Credit Report:
(800) 888-3213
Fraud Unit: (800) 680-7289
Mailing: P. O. Box 390
Springfield, PA 19064-0390

CONTACT THE CREDIT
REPORTING AGENCIES

Request that a fraud alert be placed in
your file.  Request that a victim’s state-
ment be added to your credit report.
• Request a copy of your credit report

from each credit-reporting agency. The
credit-reporting agency must give you
a free copy of your credit report if you
have been denied credit, or if you
believe that your file contains
inaccurate Identity Theft information
due to fraud. A written request may
be required to obtain a free credit
report.

• Check each credit report carefully
when you receive it. Look for
accounts that you have not opened;
personal identification information.

ACT QUICKLY TO RESTORE YOUR IDENTITY
By: MPO M. Fleita

charges that you have not made;
inquiries that you have not initiated;
and defaults and delinquencies that
you have not caused. Check that your
name, address and Social Security
number is correct on all reports.

• Request each credit-reporting agency
to remove all information that appears
in your credit report as a result of the
theft of your personal identification
and credit information. It may take
some time to have all of this erroneous
information removed from each of
your credit reports.

• Ask each credit-reporting agency to
send you a copy of your corrected
credit report. Verify that the erroneous
information has been removed, and
that each report contains the fraud
and victim’s statement that you
requested.

CONTACT YOUR CREDITORS

• Call each of your credit card issuers to
report that you are the victim of
identity theft. Ask each credit card
issuer to cancel your card and provide
a replacement card with a new
account number. Immediately follow
up each telephone call with a letter
that confirms the conversation and the
action the credit card issuer has
agreed to take.

•  Ask each credit card issuer about the
status of your account. Ask if the card
issuer has received a change of
address request, or a request for
additional or replacement credit cards.
Instruct the card issuer not to honor
any requests regarding your card
without written authorization.

• A consumer’s liability for unauthorized
use of a credit card cannot be more
than $50. Some creditors will waive
the $50 if the victim provides
documentation regarding identity theft
(i.e. police reports).

• Call each credit card issuer or creditor
that has opened a new account that
you did not authorize or apply for, as
listed in your credit reports. Explain that
you are the victim of identity theft, and
ask each issuer and creditor to close the



Ask each issuer and creditor to inform
each credit-reporting agency that the
account was opened fraudulently and
has been closed.

CONTACT YOUR BANK

• If your bank account information or
checks have been stolen, or if a
fraudulent bank account has been
opened using your identification
information, notify the bank involved
immediately.

• Close your bank accounts and obtain
new account numbers.

• Ask the bank to use a new unique
identifier for your accounts. Do not
use your mother’s maiden name, since
this information is available in public
records.

• Get a new ATM card and PIN. Do not
use your old password or PIN.

CHECK VERIFICATION
COMPANIES

Check verification companies are used
by businesses and banks to authorize
check cashing and checking account
privileges. Due to the actions of an
identity thief, a merchant may refuse to
take a victim’s check on the advice of a
check verification company. The major
check verification companies in the
United States are:

CheckRite: (800) 766-2748
Chex Systems: (800) 428-9623
CrossCheck: (707) 586-0551
Equifax: (800) 437-5120
National Processing Co. (800) 526-5380
SCAN: (800) 262-7771
TeleCheck: (800) 710-9898

• If a merchant refuses your check and
refers you to a check verification
company, call the check Verification
Company and explain that you are the
victim of identity theft.

• If you cannot open a checking
account because of the thief’s
activities, call Chex-Systems.

UTILITIES AND SERVICES

• Notify your gas, electric, water, cable
and trash utilities that you are the
victim of identity theft, and alert them
to the possibility that the thief may try
to establish accounts using your
identification information. Provide

similar notice to your local, long
distance and cellular telephone
services. Ask the utility and telephone
services to use a new unique identifier
for your accounts. Do not use your
mother’s maiden name, since this
information is available in public
records. If your long distance calling
card or PIN have been stolen, cancel
them and obtain a new account
number and PIN.

FORMS OF IDENTIFICATION

• If your Social Security number has
become associated with dishonored
checks and bad credit, it is possible,
in extreme cases, to obtain a new
Social Security number. In order to
obtain a new Social Security number,
your situation must fit the Social
Security Administration’s criteria for
issuing a second Social Security
number. Contact the Social Security
Administration for specific criteria.

• If you suspect that someone else is
using your Social Security number for
employment purposes, request a copy
of your Social Security Earnings and
Benefits statement. If the statement
confirms this use of your Social
Security number, contact the Social
Security Administration.

The following agencies may assist the
victim of identity theft:

U.S. Federal Trade Commission
The FTC oversees the operation of credit
bureaus. You can find a copy of the Fair
Credit Reporting Act on its web site. The
FTC also provides assistance for identity
theft victims. Its web site provides a
complaint form that can be transmitted
to the FTC via the Internet.

Identity Theft
Consumer Response Center:
(202) FTC-HELP or (202) 382-4357.
E-mail: crc@ftc.gov
Web site: www.ftc.gov

U.S. Postal Service
Call the U.S. Post Office,
(800) 275-8777, to obtain the phone
number of the nearest Postal Inspector.
The Postal Inspector can assist in the
investigation of identity theft involving
the U.S. Mail.  Web site: www.usps.gov/
websites/depart/inspect

U.S. Social Security Administration
Report fraud: (800) 269-0271.
Order your free Personal Earnings and
Benefit Estimate Statement:
(800) 772-1213.
Web site: www.ssa.gov

Direct Marketing Association
Mail Preference Service, P.O. Box 9008,
Farmingdale, NY 11735.
Telephone Preference Service, P.O. Box
9014, Farmingdale, NY 11735.
Web site: www.the-dma.org

State of Florida’s “Fight Fraud” Web Site:
http://www.fightfraud.org

The Tampa Police Department would like
to wish you and your community a very
Happy New Year.  The New Year brings
with it challenges and opportunities for
our communities.  We must continue to
work together to keep our neighborhoods
safe and a great place to live.  The Tampa
Police Department Crime Prevention
Bureau is committed to working with
community members, neighborhood
watch groups, schools, faith and business
organizations to improve the quality of
life in the City of Tampa.

Here are some interesting statistics for
2005 from the Tampa Police Department.
Last year the Tampa Police Department:

• Wrote approximately 92,552 criminal
police reports.

• Wrote approximately 137,000 traffic
citations.

• Investigated approximately 16,500
non-injury crashes.

• Investigated approximately 2,586
injury crashes.

• Investigated 49 fatal crashes.
• Investigated approximately 2,433 hit &

run crashes.
• Made over 3,055 drunk driving arrests.
• Responded to 33,080 alarm calls with

25,789 resulting in false alarms.

MESSAGE FROM
MARYANNE

Maryanne Hunsberger



That shiny, beautiful, freshly detailed,
never been in a wreck, gotta buy it
today, low mileage, late model, previ-
ously owned car or truck may be your
worst nightmare. A thief may have just
ripped off the extra money you took out
of savings to buy this vehicle. You may
have just become a victim of
ODOMETER FRAUD.

Federal and Florida Laws are in place to
protect you from this crime. It is a
Felony for anyone to knowingly tamper
with, adjust, alter, set back, disconnect,
or fail to connect an odometer of a
motor vehicle, so as to reflect a lower
mileage than the motor vehicle has
actually been driven, or to supply any
written odometer statement knowing
such statement to be false or based on
mileage figures reflected by an odometer
that has been tampered with or altered.

When the above law is violated, title
fraud and grand theft, both felonies, are
also added to the list of arrest charges
against the violator. The three Felonies
each carry a fine as much as $5,000.00
and/or five years in a state prison or
both such fine or imprisonment.

One approach to showing consumer loss
is to look at the types of actual expenses
a consumer pays as a direct result of this
type of fraud. A typical rollback in a
scheme is 40,000 to 45,000 miles. The
impact of such a rollback on the
wholesale price of the vehicle alone
exceeds $4,000.00. Obviously, retail
prices increase even more than whole-
sale. (The effect on wholesale values of
used cars of a 40,000 mile rollback, is
between $3,400 to $4,000, depending
upon the type of car involved and the
date of the rollback.)

Maintenance Cost: Increased mainte-
nance costs are not always reflected in
purchase price considerations, as some
owners have vehicles that are virtually
worthless as the result of the rollback.

Lost Time: Buyers of high mileage
vehicles frequently spend considerable
time dealing with unexpected mainte-

BUYER BEWARE - MILEAGE RIP-OFF!!
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nance.  Often time is lost from work
when a car is the person’s method of
transportation to his or her employment.

Taxes: The sales tax imposed on the
amount of the purchase price attribut-
able to the rollback, and property taxes
imposed based on the falsely inflated
purchase price.

Finance Charges: The cost of financing
the portion of a vehicle’s cost that stem
from the rollback.

Insurance Cost: Unnecessary insurance
carried due to a false belief that a vehicle
is low mileage.

Vehicle Safety: Additionally, and
perhaps more importantly, rolling back a
car’s odometer directly affects the safety
of the car. (Wear and tear on the engine
and suspension system of the vehicle).

When viewed in light of all of these
factors, some of which (e.g., property
taxed and insurance costs) are recurring,
it is apparent that an extremely conser-
vative estimate of the average loss per
vehicle caused by an odometer fraud
scheme would be, at minimum,
$4,000.00.

Before you buy a vehicle, look for signs
of wear on the brake and gas pedal pads,
or the recent replacement of the pads.
Look for loose screws around the
dashboard, observe the wear and tear on
seats, or notice new seat cover installa-
tion. Cars with low mileage probably
will not have these problems in wear. If
the car has less than 20,000 miles, it
should not have a replacement set of
tires. And if the speedometer cable
makes a clicking sound, leave it alone.
Ask for maintenance records of the
vehicle and the original owners’ manual
for the vehicle. Don’t ever fall in love
with a hunk of metal; your emotions
may override your reason or intuitions.
When you consider buying a vehicle,
you should take it to a good mechanic
and have him compare the mileage
recorded against the overall wear and
tear on the vehicle. This would be

money well spent. If the seller makes a
statement about the care, maintenance,
prior use or the integrity of the vehicle,
get the statement in writing signed by
the seller and you.

If you have information on any opera-
tion or incident where this criminal act
is being committed or of individuals
involved in this crime, PLEASE contact
your Florida Highway Patrol at the
address listed below. You may remain
anonymous with your information or be
kept confidential.

If you have fallen victim to odometer
fraud, take time to write down the
information on the vehicle as to how
you came to buy the vehicle (newspaper,
car lot, etc.), who sold you the vehicle,
what was said about the mileage and
other information you feel is important
about the vehicle. Include why you feel
the odometer has been rolled back or
doesn’t show the actual mileage and
have the statement notarized. Attach
copies of all documents that you have
on the vehicle, include your telephone
number along with how you can be
contacted and mail them to:

Florida Highway Patrol
Bureau of Investigations -
Odometer Fraud
Neil Kirkman Building, Room B472
2900 Apalachee Parkway
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0552

PREPARING
AND

KEEPING UP
IN 2006

REMINDERS
• Please remember to send us a copy

of your sign-in sheets, so you can
get credit for each meeting.

Call your district crime prevention
personnel two weeks before a
meeting so that it can be placed on
the calendar.



DISTRICT ONE
CRIME PREVENTION

TEAM

FOLLOW UP OF OPERATION
HOLIDAY

Operation Holiday Routine was a huge
success.  As of 12/28/05, crime in District
One was down 65% from the same time
last year.  We would like to personally
thank Jerry Scaglione (Bowman Heights
NHW) and Bill Jenkins (Oakford Park
NHW) for participating in this operation.
They assisted TPD personnel in handing
out flyers at the malls, warning shoppers
to keep their valuables in their trunks
and out of sight.

HOW OPERATION
INVENTORY CAN PROTECT
YOUR PRESENTS

The holiday season has come and gone,
but your presents shouldn’t.  Statistics
for 2004 and 2005 citywide show that
there were more residential burglaries
during the month of January than in
February.  Burglars know that there are
houses all over town full of new and
expensive presents.

January   2004 357
January   2005 324
February 2004 298
February 2005 249

You and your family worked very hard
to save up the money to buy all those
gifts, and you take every step possible to
protect them from burglars.  You lock
your doors and windows, and keep the
house well lit at night, but it happens
anyway.  Someone burglarizes your
home and steals your valuables.

If this happened to you, would you be
able to give the officer a complete
inventory of your stolen valuables.  He
will be asking for an item description,
color, manufacturer, model #, serial #,
value, and when jewelry or collector’s
items are involved they also want a
picture.  Participating in Operation
Inventory can make this very stressful
situation a little bit easier.  There are

Effective parental influence is a key to
gang prevention. It is important for
parents to trust their own instincts. If you
feel something is wrong with your child,
it probably is, this instinct can be an early
warning signal to work on prevention.

Parents not only influence their own
children’s choice to join a gang, they can
also be agents of prevention in the
neighborhood. Parents can successfully
change attitudes in the community by
working together as a team. Most
important, they can create a community-
wide attitude that rejects gang-related
behavior.

Many parents have developed effective
ways to keep their family unit strong
and help their children resist the allure
of gang membership. The following
steps can help prevent gang
involvement:

• Talk with your children about alcohol,
drugs and gangs - they may have
picked up wrong ideas from peers or
the media.

• Teach children the difference between
right and wrong and to have respect
for themselves and others. This needs
to be started at an early age - since
parents’ actions and attitudes shape
those of their children, it is important
that you be a good role model and set
a positive example.

• Become (or remain) involved with
your children in healthy, creative
activities, such as hobbies, school and
community events.

• Make sure children go to school and
keep up with their homework, and
support schools in firm, clear and
consistent disciplinary policies. Your
children should not be regularly left
alone after school hours, even if you
think they are old enough. Children
who are bored or lack supervision
have a greater tendency to become
involved in gangs, or other bad
activities. Have a tolerance for
mistakes or failure, and be supportive.
Use positive re-enforcement, rather
than punishment when possible.

• Make sure you know where your

GANGS
By: Mpo. M. Fleita

children are, what they are doing, and
who their friends are. It is a good idea
to set and enforce a reasonable curfew,
and have a structured family life,
including eating meals together.

• Communicating regularly with
parents of your children’s friends, and
their parents can help you reinforce
positive behavior and avoid being
manipulated with statements like, “All
my friends’ parents let them do it.”
Self-esteem is an important part of a
child’s development.

• Children are more likely to
communicate if they receive positive
verbal and non-verbal cues from their
parents, so it is important to really
listen to what they have to say and
what their concerns are. Good
communication is positive, and gives
your child the confidence to talk to
you about anything, and lets them
know they are important and loved.

• Give your children responsible roles
within the family, not just chores.

• Help your child develop strong values,
and self-confidence. This will give
them the strength and courage to
resist peer.

• Encourage your children to get
involved in community building
projects. When they help build up a
community, they are less likely to
damage or deface it. Work with your
children to clean up the
neighborhood, making it inhospitable
to gangs.

• Set clear limits that define what is safe
and acceptable and what is not.
Discipline should always be consistent
and fair. It is also important to
practice what you preach!

• Learn about gang and drug activity in
your community. This includes
finding out how gang members dress
and speak their behavior and
activities. Don’t allow your children to
dress in gang style clothing, or to
write or practice writing gang names,
symbols (tags) or any other gang
graffiti on their books, papers, clothes,
bodies, walls or any other place.

• In short, be a good example. Become
an active, not passive parent.



three reasons why you should
participate in Operation Inventory.

1. Returning your property.  Stolen
items often turn up during arrest, but
the police are unable to locate their
owners so the property is sold at city
auctions.  In addition, pawnshops are
required to send their local police
department a copy of all their pawn
tickets showing the item that was
pawned, and who pawned it.  This
information is then entered into the
TPD records system to match it up
with stolen property.  If all of your
information is not entered, the
pawned items may not show up as
stolen.

2. Charging the suspect. As hard as it
is to believe, criminals do lie about
how they obtain items.  Detectives
and police officers may think that
some of the items that were
found in their possession are stolen,
but have no way to prove it if they
are not listed in the records system.

3. Insurance claims. All 24" televisions
are not alike and vary in price.  If you
file a claim through your insurance
company, you want to get the
appropriate compensation for your
valuables.  Also check to see if your
policy covers “actual cost” or
“replacement cost.”

DISTRICT TWO
CRIME PREVENTION

TEAM
By: Lt. Terrell

The Tampa Police Department hopes
that everyone had a joyous and safe
holiday season!

And now comes all the New Year
resolutions!  We have a suggestion that
all can accomplish.  To help protect the
expensive gifts you may have received,
now is the time to properly record
specific information should your gifts be
lost or stolen.  This information includes
the color, make, model number and
serial number of each item.  If none
exist, as can be the problem with
jewelry, a complete description, i. e. gem
type, precious metal type, size, karat and
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a color photograph will suffice.  This
information greatly enhances the
probability that the item will be
recovered by a detective should it be lost
or stolen.  This information will also
help when dealing with your
homeowners insurance company.

The Tampa Police Department can assist
with this endeavor with our enclosed
Operation Inventory form.  The form is
designed to help you record all
necessary information.  But don’t just list
your most recent gifts; take this
opportunity to record information on all
of your valuables!  Ensure that your
entries are carefully written and legible,
and when completed, file your
Operation Inventory form in a safe place
for later reference, or for future
additional entries.

With a small investment of your time,
this New Year resolution will actually be
attainable!  And, a future sad situation
just may have a happy ending with the
recovery of your property.  Just another
fine example of community and police
working together!

To make additional copies of the
Operation Inventory form, visit the
Tampa Police Department’s web page at
www.tampagov.net/dept_Police/ and look
for the “Publications” button on the right
side of the page.  If you need a form
mailed to you, call (813) 931-6541.

NEW CHANGES

We would like to give a warm welcome
to all of the new staff and officers in
District Three.  We have many new
names and faces that we would like to
present to you, some have returned from
other assignments and others have never
been here before.

Many of you have probably heard the
name Robert Guidara.  He was the
Captain over the Crime Prevention
Bureau, until he was promoted to Major
and sent to District Two for a while.  His
new assignment is District Three.  He is
very supportive of Neighborhood Watch

and we are sure that your groups will be
seeing him in the future.  We are very
happy to have Major Guidara with us.

Captain Gerald Honeywell and Captain
Marc Hamlin are both “veterans” of
District Three.  Captain Honeywell was
a Lieutenant in our district until he got
promoted and moved to District Two for
a short while.  Both him and Captain
Hamlin (whom has always been in our
district) work closely with Major
Guidara for the improvement in the
quality of life and decrease in crime.

District Three coordinators will be
receiving their cycle calendars along
with all of the new contact numbers for
Sergeants, Lieutenants, Captains, and
the Major.  If you have any questions
please call us.

District Three wishes everyone a Happy
New Year!

C.P.P. Neris Gonzalez and Ronda
Jones-Barber.

TAMPA NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH ASSOCIATION
MEETING SCHEDULE, LOCATION  & SPEAKER

January
General Meeting Thursday January 19, 2006 District III
Speaker:   Major Robert Guidara
February
General Meeting Thursday February 16, 2006 District I
March
General Meeting Thursday March 16, 2006 District II
April
General Meeting Thursday April 20, 2006 District III
May
General Meeting Thursday May 18, 2006 District I
June
General Meeting Thursday June 15, 2006 District II
July
General Meeting Thursday July 20, 2006 District III
August
General Meeting Thursday August 17, 2006 District I
September
General Meeting Thursday September 14, 2006 District II
October
General Meeting Thursday October 19, 2006 District III
November
General Meeting Thursday November 16, 2006 District I

December NO MEETING  - MERRY CHRISTMAS



On Duty
with the

Tampa Police
Department

is now available anytime
at your local library!

You can now watch Police
Chief Steve Hogue as he
hosts “On Duty with
Tampa the Police Depart-
ment” anytime that fits
your schedule!  You can
check out a DVD from any
Hillsborough County li-
brary. The public safety
program showcases special
operations in Tampa’s
neighborhoods. The 15-
minute segment will take

you on patrol with the men and women of TPD.

Tune in:
Sundays at 8 p.m.
Tuesdays at 5 p.m.
Thursdays at 1:30 p.m.
Fridays at 10:30 a.m. It also airs on CTTV

channel 15.

Published by
Tampa Police Department
Crime Prevention Bureau
411 North Franklin Street

Tampa, Florida 33602
276-3318

www.tampagov.net/police

Crime Prevention Bureau -
Neighborhood Watch Liaisons

Editor: Ofc. Michael Fleita
Office - 276-3329

Michael.fleita@tampagov.net

Editor: Maryanne Hunsberger
Office - 276-3341

Maryanne.hunsberger@ci.tampa.fl.us

DISTRICT ONE
Crime Prevention Team

Officer Charles Hicks
Office - 354-6600

     Beeper - 255-0047
Chuck.Hicks@tampagov.net

CPP “Fee” Covias - Office 354-6692
Beeper - 308-1126

Fiorella.Covias@tampagov.net

DISTRICT TWO
Crime Prevention Team

Officer Greg Hattle
Office - 931-6541
Beeper - 339-5557

City Cell Phone:  610-5177
Greg.Hattle@tampagov.net

CPP Lisa Timmer
Office - 931-6541
Beeper - 291-9377

City Cell Phone - 310-6813
Lisa.timmer@tampagov.net

DISTRICT THREE
Crime Prevention Team

Officer Ronda Jones-Barber
Office - 276-3317
Beeper - 339-5423

City Cell Phone - 310-0407
Ronda.Jones-Barber@tampagov.net

CPP Neris Gonzalez
Office - 276-3317
Beeper - 339-0143

Neris.Gonzalez@tampagov.net


