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Pomeroy’'s Responses to Additional False Statements made by Irene White

Irene White's False Statement:

‘I was not against the alley behind Valleyview Drive being maintained. This is what the mayor had ask
council to OK. They did. Fine. Alternates are to be done if there is enough money in the scape of the
project for that specific contract, not to go back and fix mistakes from previous projects. Then | got a copy
of the bids fcr Resurfacing. The best and longer lasting job for our streets was Alternate C. The best job
was NEVER put into the bid. Alternate A was the Alley. The mayor intended to use the $15,900+
cornitigency for GUR STREETS fo recunsiruct the afley behind his house. So Ohijo Public Works took the
money away from the Village because Russolflfo lied in the appiication. The alley was supposzd to be
maintained not reconstructed. He told council that since Shelly had already contracted to do the work we
could get sued. So council took it ouf of your money. Why does he lie on applications? Then we get
money taken away.”

The Truth:

This statement concerns the street and alley resurfacing project that was completed this
summer. it is a shame that someone is trying to distort the facts about this successful
project. This project involved the resurfacing of about 9,900 of streets and most of the
alleys. Our inspector received numerous positive comments from residents about this
badly needed project.

Irene White's comments seem to revolve around the contract "Alternate A" which
involved resurfacing the alley between Elliot and Valleyview Drive and between Hague
and Harris Avenue from Elliot to Dibblee Avenue. The length of this alley is about 2, 100"
and provides access for about 50 residents including the Mayor. It seems ridiculous that
this part of the project was constructed solely for the Mayors benefit as she claims.

Some facts abnut this project are:

This summer the Ohio Public Works Commission approved a loan for up to $173,363
for resurfacing the Villages streets and alleys. The loan was justified in a funding
application submitted by the Village in 1999 as foliows:

Construction work $143,631
Engineering and Inspection $ 15732
Contingency $ 14,000
Total $173,363

Concelvably $157,631 ($143,631 + $14,000) could be used for construction work.
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When the project plans and specifications were prepared for bidding, there was
uncertainty concerning the price of asphalt do to recent increases in oil prices and how
much work could be accomplished with the fixed funding amount. It was decided to
prepare a set of bid documents that contained a base bid for work that couid reasonably
be expected to be accomplished for under $157,631. In addition, three alternates were
provided to try and take advantage of any favorable bid prices. The alternates would
only be performed if funding was available and the bids were low enough.

The alternates consisted of:

Alternate A: Resurface the alley between Elliot and Valleyview Drive and
between Hague and Harris Avenue from Elliot to Dibblee Avenue.

Alternate B: Adjust the catch basin to grade at the intersection of Warren and
Dibblee Avenue.

Alternate C: Provide an alternate to crack sealing and tack coating the existing
streets by providing an asphalt membrane. This alternate would only be
performed if it was cheaper than crack sealing and tack coating. As it turned out
the contractor bid $37,198 for this alternate and $12,837 for crack sealing and
tack coating so alternate C was rejected as being too expensive. In our opinion,
the benefit of having the membrane was not worth the additional cost.

The project was advertised and bid in July and the Village received bids from four
contractors (see enclosed tabulation of the bids). The lowest bid was submitted by the
Shelly Company as follows:

Base construction work $144.992.80
Alternate A $ 14,514.80
Alternate B $ 1,270.00

Alternate C $ 37,198.00 (Not Performed)
Tota! $160,776.60

After the bids were received, the Mayor submitted The Shelly Company bid to OPWC
for approval and requested that Alternates A and B be included for funding (even
though they were not included in the original funding application) to take advantage of
the favorable bid prices. OPWC declined to include the alternates however, in August,
the Village Council determined that it would be wise to take advantage of the
contractor's unit prices based on this large project and voted to authorize Village
funding for Alternates A and B.
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Contrary to Irene White's false statement, public records indicate that no one ever
lied on an OPWC funding application and the OPWC has never taken money away
from the Village.

Irene White's False Statement:

“There are other things on the resurfacing contract that are fo correct problems from other jobs that were
disalfowed by OPWC. Do you know that we paid $10,000 for those little white no parking signs that blew
in your yards? $90 a piece for the 8 stop lines painted at the stop signs at Vafleyview Dr. and at Hague
Ave.”

The Truth:

The Shelly Company bid includes a bid item number 614 "maintaining traffic" for
$10,000 (see the bid tabulations). According to the project specifications, this item
includes all work necessary to maintain vehicle and pedestrian traffic including signage
directing traffic, paying for the services of a police officer, etc. The Village awarded this
contracted based on the lowest total bid and is not at liberty to create a composite bid
made up by picking the lowest unit price from each contractor. Either Irene White is
ignorant of this process or is purposefully distorting the facts.

1

Irene White's False Statement:

“They have had Brad Smith, owner of Pomeroy Engineering, and Solicitor £Ed Kirk ridicule and portray me
as someone who is unstable and a frouble maker.”

The Truth:

Though the claims Irene White makes are completely unfounded and have no basis in
fact, | do not know Irene White well enough to comment on her mental stability.
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