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Neighborhood Association  
 

Evidentiary History of Community Support for 
the Dirt Street Connection, Ontario/Winona 

[Future Fox Canyon Parkway] 
July 27, 2005 

 
Based on the principle that: “all those people most immediately affected by 
the proposed developments have the greatest rights and say in such 
matters,” the peoples of Fox Canyon and Chollas Creek have spent many long, 
long years diligently working to achieve, expressing need and supporting the 
evolution in design for public amenities desired at the Fox Canyon – canyon, 
including the Ontario street connection, now an unimproved dirt road.  Through 
many long meetings and workshops, the Fox Canyon Neighborhood Park 
Bundle [the neighborhood park, future Fox Canyon Parkway, and the restoration 
of Auburn Creek] in its present proposed form, is an urgently needed and wanted 
capital improvement project strongly supported by all residents of the area to 
benefit our neighbors.  Weary of waiting and not seeing the needed/desired 
tangible developments proposed, the residents immediately affected by this project 
once more present to you the following evidence to make their case for a speedy 
process to achieve our neighborhoods’ goals.  Let us NOT be mistaken, humbly 
and quietly the peoples of Chollas Creek and Fox Canyon have always expressed 
their input, as affected neighborhoods in support of this street connection.  If our 
softer voices have not been heard by others, here we go again with a LOUDER 
voice:  Therefore, hereby notice is given; we want the street connection within 
the park bundle, at all cost! 
 

1. HISTORICAL TRAIL: 
This part of Chollas Creek and Fox Canyon has been the crossroads to 
urgent and constantly used transportation nods; dictated by geography and 
waterways, since early historical times. At their time, Spanish settlers 
encountered first Americans’ well established system of trails along the 
banks of “Rio Castaño,” as they named the, still today, brown waters of this 
creek.  Later, present Americans translated the Spanish name to “Auburn 
Creek” [Eng. Auburn = color = Sp. Castaño = Chestnut Brown].  In 
modern times [1950/60] as the frequently used trail became a developed 
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City street, it inherited/translated the name to present Auburn Drive.  As the 
area was subdivided, the remaining, and still used, part of the trail became 
Ontario Avenue, and parts of Winona Avenue, now paper streets also.  We 
have the first modern and historical evidence of the existence of such trails 
in 1928 when present Winona Avenue and 50th Street first started to be 
developed.  In 1951, the first signs of development begin translating the trail 
along the creek into a paved street.  Please notice the yellow highlights, 

ATTACHEMENT 1 
 

2. THE LOOP [upper Auburn Drive, Wightman Street]: 
Early development created a closed Loop, at this location.  Later 
development opened the bottom of the Loop [the pork-chop] to connect 
upper/lower Auburn [then another culls-de-sac] and provided new planned 
housing developments with direct access to Euclid Avenue, toward the 
north/west.  Then residents of the Loop were highly upset and felt dumped-
upon with added, unnecessary and cut-through traffic, started advocating to 
close the Loop again and to connect Ontario to provide the needed 
entrance/exit from lower Auburn to University, via Ontario/Winona.  Mr. 
Greg Dietrich [former resident at 4871 Wightman] was the lead to this 
strong movement, then. 
 

3. THE FOX CANYON NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 
[FCNA]: 
The FCNA started soliciting members [summer of 1997] and was founded 
on October 23, 1997.  Residents of the Loop gladly joined-in with the hope 
that added numbers and voices could provide a larger platform to express 
their needs of a closed Loop and an opened Ontario/Landis. 
 

• On 1998, with unanimous consent, under the auspices of the FCNA and 
due to our strong community pressure, Councilmember JUDY 
McCARTY [retired] on/or around the summer of 1998, petitioned 
SANDAG/TransNet for funds to finish building Ontario Avenue into a 
fully developed City Street.  A CIP # was assigned then. 

 

• On Tuesday, February 9, 1999, the association noticed the community 
and called all residents to a workshop-type meeting to consider several 
issues important to the neighborhood, the Ontario road connection 
included.                                Please, see ATTACHEMENT 2, 2A and 2B. 

 

• On March 1999, [as published in the Fox Canyon Voice, March issue] 
with unanimous consent, the community voted to support all the questions 
presented to the residents at the February 9, 1999 meeting. 

Please, see ATTACHEMENT 3. 
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• On August 13, 1999, The City of San Diego Capital Improvement 
Department issued a Preliminary Project Cost Estimate.         Please, see 

ATTACHMENTS City 1 and 1A 
 

• On Tuesday, November 9, 1999, in a workshop-type meeting, the 
association considered the questions and issues published on the 
December 1999, newsletter.  Please, notice that some of the issues that the 
Euclid Avenue RAP group claims as their own were first thought, 
considered and implemented by the FCNA, i.e. "do not block 
intersection," legends, the parks, the Dwight Street pedestrian plaza to the 
west of Euclid [CD3] and the “T” intersection at Euclid/Home.  

Please, see ATTACHMENT 4 and picture below. 

 

• On November 30, 1999, The City Traffic Engineering Department issued 
a Memorandum on the subject of the Euclid Avenue Rezoning Traffic 
Study and Ontario Avenue Connection Traffic Study, as a direct result of 
TR No.: 235593-1; Slip: T-0372; assigned on 06/23/1999; at Location: 
Ontario/Winona; Request: Extend to connect W/Winona. 

 

• On January 26, 2000, a City of San Diego Memorandum, File No.: TR 
241,250 identifies the cost estimate on the subject of the Ontario Avenue 
Connection.                     Please, see ATTACHMENT City 2 and 2A 
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• April 2000, The Euclid Avenue Revitalization Action Program is 
approved by City Council.  The Fox Canyon community recommendations 
are included in the Plan pages 15 and 26,  

Please, see ATTACHMENTS 5 and 6. 
 

• On January, 2001, at the workshop-type meeting of January 2001, the 
association considered to focus on the listed neighborhood priorities for 
the year ahead, Code Enforcement was picked as number 1.  The 
Auburn/Wightman ONEWAY was picked as number 2.  And the Ontario 
Avenue Street connection [future Fox Canyon Parkway] was picked as 
number 3, along with the Ontario [now Fox Canyon Neighborhood] Park, 
in equal standing, as number 3.  The Auburn Creek restoration was picked 
as number 9.  At this meeting, the community BUNDLED the park project 
as one containing the three elements now known to everyone as the Park 
Bundle, i.e. The Park, the street connection and a restored Auburn Creek. 
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• On Tuesday, July 11, 2001, all residents of the Loop and the community 
in general are called to a workshop type meeting, to consider the issue of 
the One Way Loop, as strongly recommended by Traffic Engineering, Mr. 
Allen Holden, Jr.  At this meeting, the community agreed to One-Way the 
Loop only with the condition that in conjunction Ontario is to be 
connected.  Also at this meeting, the residents, of both Chollas Creek and 
Fox Canyon abandoned the idea and support for Culls-de-sacking the Loop 
and opening Landis [the paper street to be added to park land in 
conjunction with the south part of Winona, from Ontario].  The south part 
of Winona is then identified as a possible/potential/safer trail leading to 
Marshall Elementary School, black dots in the illustration.  The association 
president is authorized to circulate petitions in favor of the One-Way Loop. 

Please, see ATTACHMENT 7, and picture below. 
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• On February 13, 2001, it’s announced that the petition drive is completed 
and sent to Mr. Allen Holden, JR, Deputy Director – Transportation. 

Please, see ATTACHMENT 8. 
 

• On March 28, 2002, the Fox Canyon community, local landowners, 
representatives from Elected Officials, City Department Directors, and 
local nonprofit organizations attended a Community Forum on the 
mission and work assigned to the FCNA Parks Subcommittee.  Strong 
community support was established to continue the work on the Fox 
Canyon Parks System, The Auburn Creek/Chollas Creek Restoration Plan 
and the Ontario Street Connection. 

 

• On December 03, 2002, for the second time, City Engineer Timothy 
Dewey prepares a City of San Diego Preliminary Project Cost Estimate 
Summary Sheet/report regarding the “Ontario Avenue Connector” [Fox 
Canyon Parkway] that aims at providing the future park with much needed 
traffic control, service and security.  The cost estimate (2002) was 
$760.000.00 for the entire project. 

 

 
See Fox Canyon Parks Subcommittee Report, March 18, 2003, page 12. 

 

“Vehicular access [to the new park] should be provided through the 
proposed Ontario Avenue connection” (Fox Canyon Parkway).   

See Fox Canyon Parks Subcommittee Report, March 18, 2003, page 5. 
 

• On Tuesday, May 10, 2005, the FCNA vacates its regularly scheduled 
meeting in favor of the Fox Canyon Park Meeting organized by the Office 
of Councilmember JIM MADAFFER, CD7.  The Honorable Madaffer, 
himself, conducted such meeting.  In the flyer announcing the meeting, 
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FOUR [4] City Heights sub-neighborhoods were noticed; Chollas Creek, 
Islenair, Colina del Sol and Fox Canyon.  At this meeting, with a softer 
voice and acting on behalf of all those residents must immediately affected 
by these proposals, Mr. MARIA PAYAN, a FCNA member responded to 
a statement: “You can express that point, but remember, WE live next to 
the proposed street and we need and want the street open for our own 
safety and security.”                       Please see ATTACHMENTS 9 and 10 

 

• In addition, this meeting was videotaped and Ms. Elyse Lowe, Council 
Rep, CD7, was presented with a copy.  Any or all of you are welcome to a 
copy of the tape upon your request to the FCNA. 

 

In presenting this evidence to you, let it be said that each step of this long way has 
been marked with a democratically competitive vote and complete support from 
the Communities of Chollas Creek and Fox Canyon.  “Input from all affected 
neighborhoods” has been the principal element to the mentioned proposals, 
always.  With this evidence of long years of work, we hope to achieve a different 
vision, and dispel the misinterpretation of NO community review, oversight and 
support.  We couldn’t have taken the first step without the strong support and 
involvement of all residents of Fox Canyon – Canyon and Chollas Creek living 
around the affected area and all stakeholders with interest in these proposals.  We 
take particular exception with the CHAPC that DON’T seem to want to 
knowledge the voice of its constituents in Fox Canyon. 
 
In addition, we are well known to the community-at-large for our open mind, 
process and complete disclosure, even if it harm us.  Then, City Heights Area 
Planning Committee [CHAPC], Chair Mr. James Varnadore, attended the 
March 28, 2002, Community Forum, along with Ms. Ellen Agey, Council Rep; 
Ms. Carol Wood, Parks & Rec, Landlords and other community stake-holders and 
supported the process.  Subsequently and short-after its issuance, the Fox Canyon 
Parks Subcommittee Report was presented to City Council and THREE TIMES 
to the City Heights Area Planning Committee and now it is posted in our website 
@ www.FoxCanyon.Org  Moreover, the Fox Canyon Voice Newsletter [with all 
notices and announcements] is delivered to 1,350 surface and e-mail addresses, 
including CHAPC members every single month. 
 
Respectfully submitted by executive privilege and with the Board of Director’s 
consent, 

    
Jose Lopez, President 
 

• Attachments 1 through 10 
• ANNEX – A: Fox Canyon Neighborhood Park Bundled area and geography. 
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ATTACHMENT 1 

This historical picture is placed in this report with permission and consent from the SAN DIEGO 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY.  This picture is NOT to be reproduced by any means or ways to which is 
NOT intended.  The picture proprietor IS the San Diego Historical Society.  Please contact the Society 
to ask permission to reproduce, use and questions, THANKS.  
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ATTACHEMENT 2 
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ATTACHEMENT 2-A 

 

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


 11 

ATTACHEMENT 2-B 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
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ATTACHMENT City 1 
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ATTACHMENT City 1-A 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
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ATTACHMENT City 2 
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ATTACHMENT City 2-A 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
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ATTACHMENT 7 
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ATTACHMENT 8 
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           We're Just Wild 
       About Our Neighborhood! 

All RESIDENTS and BUSINESSES of: all of LANTANA, RENO, AUBURN (4758-5160) DRIVES; all 
of ONTARIO, CASTLE, South side of UNIVERSITY (4749-4849), East side of EUCLID (3611-3889), 
ESTRELLA (3803-3857) AVENUES; DWIGHT (4759-4792), WIGHTMAN (4750-4871) STREETS. 

Super Mercado MURPHY’S  
Ribbon Cutting 

City Heights -- A large gathering of Community Leaders, 
Elected Official Reps and customers joined District 
Three Councilmember TONI ATKINS and the Kassab 
Family in the ribbon cutting at Super Mercado 
Murphy’s, today [05/25/05], at noon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

NEWS FROM 
COUNCILMEMBER MADAFFER 

 

Fox Canyon Park Meeting 
Residents of the Fox Canyon, Chollas 
Creek and Islenair neighborhoods are 
very enthusiastic about our plans for a 
new park --- in fact, the only park in 
the neighborhood.  I was pleased to 
host a community meeting on May 
10th to talk about plans to move 
forward on the Fox Canyon 
Neighborhood Park.  In the meeting, 
we discussed where we are in the 
planning process and where we’re 
headed. It was the first community 
input meeting and the Colina Park 
Recreation Council will host several in 
the future.  
We had representatives from the Park 
and Recreation Department on hand to 
answer questions about the location 
and preliminary design.  We are also 
working hard to implement the Chollas 
Creek Improvement Plan.  The Auburn 
tributary runs parallel to the Fox 
Canyon Park.  
The City’s Park and Recreation 
Department received a state grant in 
the amount of $2,363,000 to build 
this new park in the City Heights area. 

See PARK MEETING, Page # 2 
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ATTACHMENT 10 
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ANNEX -- A 
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