
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SANTA MONICA CANYON CIVIC ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES  

October 11, 2005 
 

Recorded by: Marilyn Wexler 

Attending:  Barbara Archibald, Elizabeth Bradshaw, Bob Bronstein, Mike Deasy, 
Shirley Fischer, Quentin Fleming, George Ghiz, Judy Golden, Joan Graves, Leslie Hope, 
Babs Lebowsky, Lucinda Mittleman, Alejandro Ortiz, Steve Richards, Jill Soffer, 
Marilyn Wexler, Cynthia Winter, George Wolfberg. Elizabeth Zaillian. 

Excused: Jill Baldauf, Lisa Bittan  

Guests: Yvette Neal, Timothy Johnson, Farsheed Farhang 

Meeting was called to order at 7:00 by President George Wolfberg. 

Introductions: 

Minutes August 2, 2005. 
The minutes from August 2 were approved. 

Treasurers report: (09/30/05) 
Savings $3,830.43 
Checking $694.33 
Certificate $10,000.00 
Total  $14,524.76 

Membership: 
There are currently 316 paid members 

Briefing from Pacific Graffiti Solutions, Yvette M. Neal, CEO 
Yvette Neal, CEO Pacific Graffiti Solutions, presented a brief introduction to her 
business and what services it provided.  Pacific Graffiti Solutions has the contract with 
the City of LA for graffiti cleanup for a large area of Los Angeles, which includes Santa 
Monica Canyon, and Pacific Palisades.  She has crews who are in the field every day to 
remove or paint over graffiti.  Approximately 41,000 sq. ft. of graffiti in Council District 
#11 is removed each month, with a greater amount occurring during school vacation 
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periods.  The crews have paint matching ability so the paint over work is usually 
impossible to detect.  The crews also have cell phones to verify locations.  Best results 
occur when the crews have a street address, cross street and a location of graffiti relating 
to the particular address, e.g., side of building, alley, or adjacent wall.  The crews cannot 
remove graffiti from the Chevron Station without permission from the owner. 
Mrs. Neal provided handouts with information as to how and when to contact her. 
Pacific Graffiti Solutions can be reached; (310) 204-2749, fax (310) 204-2756. 
Email  graffiti@wwwpgs.net 

Properties in Santa Monica Canyon with potentially defective private sewer laterals. 
Farsheed Farhang, Los Angeles City, Bureau of Sanitation. 
Mr. Farhang spoke with the board regarding the City of Los Angeles voluntary 
compliance program for private sewer laterals with tree root problems. 
District 11 has been chosen to be one of the first “voluntary” neighborhoods to be 
notified by the City if a tree root problem has been identified by the City on private sewer 
laterals on residential properties.   The City has surveyed sewers in the area and is 
currently drafting letters to be mailed to individual homeowners where this problem has 
been identified.  Potential costs to homeowners could range from a sew hundred to 
several thousand dollars if the lateral must be replaced.  An option is to put a “sleeve” 
inside the lateral. 
Mike Deasy suggested that the City send this information out to Realtors in the area to 
put them on notice that this could be a disclosure issue for the sale of a prospective 
property.  Several members asked about the liability from tree roots coming from trees 
planted by the City in parkways.  Mr. Farhang will investigate and reply. 

Status Report from Committees for 2005-2006. 
 Canyon School, Judy Golden reported on their meeting.   
 Community Building/Outreach, George Ghiz reported and provided a draft for 

a letter to be sent out to association members regarding graffiti. 
 Community Infrastructure, Steve Richards reported.  This committee will be 

meeting soon. 
 Community Planning, Marilyn Wexler and Jill Soffer reported.  The committee 

will be looking at traffic circulation, parking and undergrounding of utilities.  
Committee requested that George invite someone from Councilmember 
Rosendahl’s office to support the committee’s efforts. 
 Public Safety, Joan Graves reported and presented a handout which listed the 

following as concerns for this committee:  police and fire department issues, 
traffic safety and enforcement, crime prevention, neighborhood watch and alerts, 
graffiti, liquor store, and leaf blowers. 
 Recreation Facilities, Bob Bronstein reported.  He presented a handout listing a 

mission statement and three key initiatives for the committee; Prop. K funding, 
park preservation and maintenance, and issues with the water quality at Will 
Rogers State Beach. 
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Old business. 
 ZA Hearing report update – 367 Sumac Lane.  New ZA hearing was held on 

October 6.  The Pacific Palisades Community Council adopted a policy 
statement opposing variances such as this request which are for private gain and 
only supporting those where there is a general community benefit.  ZA hearing 
will be open for public comment for two weeks, until approximately October 20. 
 Canyon Storm Drain Diversion Project.  George and Elizabeth Zaillian gave 

an update on the status of the drain.  The met with Watershed Protection Division 
Manager Shahram Kharaghani on October 6.  The effectiveness of the current 
process was discussed.  Responsibilities for a list of issues were discussed.  The 
City was requested to make more frequent cleaning of the trash rack a priority.  
The LA County Flood Control District is responsible for cleaning the channel 
and will be contacted.  The possibility of using web cams to monitor the channels 
and streams was discussed and Rosendahl’s office will be contacted.  Mr 
Kharaghani announced that the City will permit communities to apply for Prop 
O, Water Protection funds.  December 15 is expected the deadline “Open 
houses” are to be held throughout the City in the next few weeks to inform the 
public of details on applying for Prop O funding.  This is the first time that direct 
applications from community members are being solicited.  At minimum, these 
funds, from this $500M bond issue may only be used for capital projects. 
 Prop. K Project, Rustic Canyon Park.  No new report, Council office is 

meeting with City staff to move the project. 
 Canyon Service Station.  Mr. Prentice has applied for the expected lot line 

adjustment on July 26 and for an environmental determination on August 8.  He 
cannot begin work until the lot adjustment and other approvals. 

New Business. 
 Brentwood variance proposal.  The Brentwood Association has taken a 

preliminary stance that would have it formally opposing all variance applications 
in their residential area. 

 
Adjourned at 8:45 pm. 
 

Next Board meeting, Tuesday, November 1. 
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